RECREATIONAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
Chapter 85 General Meeting
Tuesday, 6 May 2008
Call to Order: at 1933 in the Delta Heritage Air Park Coffee Shop by President Tim Nicholas. He explained
that the meeting was moved to the Coffee Shop because the clubhouse floor was undergoing repair. Terry
reported that a repair plan is established but we have no contractor yet. We have a budget approved by the
Management Committee. Two local contractors, Les Mitchell and Frank Hartnett, have been asked to consider
contracting the work.
Award: John DeVisser was presented with an award for aircraft restoration.
Executive Members Attending: Joan Cox, Carol Foley, Robin McNamara, Eric Munzer, Tim Nicholas,
Bruce Prior, Rob Prior, Alex Routh, Daniel Weinkam, Terry Wilshire
Guests: Petter Stuchinoff, a former member, came for a visit.
Minutes: The April general meeting minutes were accepted.
Correspondence: Card from Lynn Walker thanking us for inviting her to the Awards Banquet.
Treasurer: Carol presented the Chapter's financial status and provided a hard copy of her report for the
minutes.
Vice President: Terry reported on the banquet. He suggested that next year we should consider a new venue
since this year we had to share our environment with a rock concert and erratic air conditioning. It cost us about
$1,000. Some one asked, “How come everyone went home at 2200?” (Was he perhaps one of the younger
members...?) . There was much applause for the efforts of Tim, Terry, Joan (posters, trophies, door prizes), and
Carol (accounting).
Membership: Rob reported the membership count now stands at 72 paid up or lifetime.
Library: The aircraft trailer registration needs to be renewed.
Buildings: See above. Terry described the scope of the contract and outlined Les Mitchell's proposal using
industrial jacks and replacing the floor in quarter sections. The spaces between the floor joists would be filled
with packed road mulch. This fix would be good for 5-7 years. We would talk to BBFC about sharing resources
in the next 5 years or so. We are looking at getting it done in 2 or 3 months. It's the heart and soul of our Chapter
and is high priority. Terry will speak to Tim Baker after the meeting to see what ideas he has about the
reconstruction.
Slide Presentation: by Chris Cox, “Becoming Rosie.” Chris gave a slide show on building a RV7.
Tim called for a short break and then we reconvened at 2052.
Program: John confirmed that he has taken over the Program Chair (Chris Cutting has moved to Calgary to
begin his flying career in a Piper Navaho).
Chapter Aircraft: The Turbi flew 6.7 hours in April. The radio isn't working. Terry spoke to Gary Peare about
it who will test it for us. Gary has a couple of newer radios he could sell us. Motion: (Wilshire/ Munzer) to
check radio and if necessary replace at cost not to succeed $800. Carried.
DapCom: The Management Committee meeting was held in the paintshop. The MC approved a budget for
clubhouse repair. The next Delta Breakfast will be on Sunday 11 May beginning at 0900. The proposed runway

numbering will be reassessed. Beekeeping continues and much work was done in April but now the bees have
mysteriously departed. We will get another queen and start over. The runway will be rolled in late May.
Turn & Bank: No submissions so no May edition.
Programs: John thanked Chris Cox for his presentation. Thanks also to Chris for bringing other speakers. The
next meeting speaker will be from the Canadian Border Services agency (and maybe there will be a USA
Homeland Security speaker in the future). Also coming up: Rick Church will speak to us about ferrying a King
Air from Europe to Langley.
Old Business: Chris advised that he was unable to complete his research of 406 ELT requirements. He did
learn that no final decisions have been made by Transport yet. He'll continue to monitor and report.
New Business:
Terry advised that we may have to use the Coffee Shop for the next few meetings.
Tim advised on the Fly-In. Tim will do the BBQ. Terry will do Aircraft Marshaling. Carol will work on
Registration. After the breakfast this coming Sunday there will be a meeting here to kick things off.
The latest COPA Flight reports that a good deal has been negotiated for SPOT PLBs. Unfortunately, they don't
yet, if ever, qualify as 406 Mhz ELTs for aviation. COPA is lobbying government to have SPOT type personal
locator beacons approved for aviation.
Robin asked if Chapter 85 will send some money to COPA? Terry recapped the history of our Emergency Fund
and how we have supported COPA with it in the past. COPA has fought a number of battles and has had some
significant victories lately. They have come up with another appeal for legal funds. Motion (McNamara/Cox J):
that RAA Chapter 85 donate the remainder of our emergency fund (about $3,500) to COPA's fund. Carried.
Joan asked about the Emergency Fund donors and whether we could we send a thankyou letter to them. We
don't have addresses but we could perhaps create a plaque with the names on it. Jean suggested we shouldn't
publish the names as some donors might prefer to remain anonymous. It was also suggested we might hang a
plaque listing “Friends of the Air Park.” We could dedicate the renovations of the clubhouse to any benefactors
without mentioning names.
Terry recalled earlier plans for a “multi-use facility” at the Air Park and reported that current estimates would be
in the order of $1.8 million for the size and type of building proposed in the Rezoning Plan. In the past DapCom
has envisioned including non-aviation entities (particularly Boundary Bay environmental groups) as users of
such a multi-use facility since the facility would be within a public park. Terry suggested that it seems now that
such a facility is beyond our means and that we should focus more on accommodating only RAA 85, COPA 5,
the 99s, and BBFC in a smaller, affordable facility. DapCom will be pursuing alternative strategies with GVRD
over the next year or so.
Adjournment: Motion (Cooper/Prior R): that the meeting be adjourned. Carried. The meeting adjourned at
2141.

