RECREATIONAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
Chapter 85
General Meeting 4 January 2011
President Tim called the meeting to order and introduced the evening's presentation on a flight to the
Yukon in 2010. The flight was organized by John Lovelace of Wings Over Canada fame.
Approximately 120 aircraft participated.
Tim showed a 20-minute video produced by Lovelace and then showed his own photos and videos
taken on the flight. Three Delta planes flew the trip: Tim and his friend in Tim's C172, Sean Walker and
his friend in his Piel Emeraude, and Hosrst Dofek and Paul ___ in their Tripacer. The entry fee for the
flight was $500 which included the Whitehorse banquet, tee shirts, etc.
The next Lovelace adventure will be a flight to northern Saskatchewan in 2011. Tim is planning to go.
After the presentations, there was a 10-minute break and then Tim called the general meeting to order
with 23 members present ( a few departed after the presentations).
Membership: Dave reported that 13 members were paid for 2011. There are 6 life members and 1
associate member.
Hangar Rentals: Tom reported that “most have paid.”
Buildings: Robin advised that she bought some fluorescent lamps. A new door jamb and door have
been purchased for installation in the west doorway of the clubhouse.
Library: Alex advised that he started his job as Librarian just an hour ago! He agreed that it would be
useful if a list of Library Holdings was available to members.
Vice-President's Report:
John advised that the Annual Awards Banquet will be held on Saturday 26 March beginning at 1830 at
the Delta Town and Country Inn (same as last year). If 75 attend, the ticket price will have to be $35 to
break even. Spouse or guest tickets would be half price. The menu will be the Baron Buffet. John needs
suggestions from the membership for awards and also some help with obtaining door prizes.
John described the Remembrance Day event at Delta Heritage Air Park on November 11. He read the
names of all the contributors who made it such a success:
Tim Baker, Adrian Cooper, Joan Cox, Frank Hartnett, Isabelle Hui Bon Hoa, John Macready, Tim Nicholas, Ralph Rowe,
Tony Swain, Mary Swain, Larry Thompson, Gail Garcia, 655 Richmond Sqdn Royal Canadian Air Cadets (WO Christie
Tsang, Sgt Jessica Lai, Sgt Bon Chan, Bugler Sgt Asheesh Jagdeo, FSgt Clifford Mak, 2Lt George Hinton, CI Tim Novak).

Two COPA aviation articles reported on the event—one by Tom Cole and one by Tony Swain.
John reminded us that two new directors were elected for 3-year terms in October. They are Peter Klein
and Tedd McHenry. Others elected or appointed for 2011are: Dave Marsden, Membership; Tom
Boulanger, Hangar, Paintshop and Tiedown Rentals; Alex Doughty, Custodian; Tim Nicholas,

President; John Macready, Vice-President; Carol Foley, Treasurer; Gerald Ohm, Secretary.
DapCom: Les Mitchell and Island Heritage have bid on hangar door repairs. DapCom will select a
contractor at a future meeting (usually the third Tuesday each month). Raymond Colley will fill in as
DapCom Chair for an interim period until a Chair is found. Action has been taken to repair/replace the
nozzle on fuel pump hose #1. The supplier is expected to visit the Air Park soon. Ken Hicks has
designed a cover for the fuel pump card reader pedestal. He will also will add another heater for the
pedestal electronics. Some artwork for the Air Park is planned: Virginia Ivanecki, a well known
aviation artist, is going to work on it. Robin suggested a school might like to take on a mural on some
hangar doors.
[Post-meeting Note: Delta Heritage Air Park Monthly Breakfast: On Sunday 12 January, 0900-1100.
RAA Chapter 85 is the host.]
RAAC:
Rob now manages the scales. They are calibrated and work well.
Where's the RAAC National Mike Davy Award Plaque? Who has it? Terry was presented a keeper
plaque at the Awards Banquet last March but apparently he never received or saw the national plaque.
Chapter 85 needs to recommend an RAAC director. National president Gary Wolf has advertised across
the province. Gerald Ohm has previously expressed interest. Robin is interested, too. It was agreed that
anyone who wishes to serve as an RAAC Director should draft a letter to Gary Wolf from Tim Nicholas
describing their experience in aviation and what they could do for RAAC if appointed. Tim will sign
the letters and mail them to Gary for consideration. RAAC directors are expected to make and develop
contacts with all RAAC Chapters in BC and report annually to the RAAC, either in person at the AGM
or by mail.
Newsletter: Editor Joan reminded us that it's difficult to publish a newsletter if no articles are
forthcoming from the membership. However, she has a few articles now and a new edition of T & B is
in the works.
Program: Cyril is working on some alternatives. He's also looking at other RAA Chapters to see what
they do for programs. No program event is scheduled yet for the February meeting.
Chapter Aircraft:
At the last Executive Meeting in November the executive voted to recommend to the membership that
the Chapter should no longer own and operate an airplane. Proposals to sell the Turbi have come up
several times over the years. It was discussed in some depth again tonight.
Information has been collected on Turbi operating costs, insurance, directors' liability, and on Turbi
pilots history. Persons recently involved in collecting data are Raymond Colley, Bruce Prior, Rob Prior,
and Alex Routh. COPA National President Kevin Psutka advised Alex that directors liability is a
concern for societies, but this is true whether a society owns an airplane or not. Rob discovered that
registered societies in Canada typically don't provide liability protection for directors. Only societies in
Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia do so.

The Turbi was averaging just over 100 hours per year during the past 4 years until 2010. Three of those
hours each month were non-billable hours for Gerard (2 hr, maintenance) and check pilots (1 hr, tech
check after annual and currency). So billing was for 64 hours (100 – (3 x 12)) bringing in $5200,
leaving a $531 average deficit each year after paying for hangar rent, fuel and oil. On top of that,
maintenance over the past 4 or 5 years has been about $5400/year or over $21,600. Total loss has
averaged $5400+$531 or $5931 per year.
Insurance: the maximum available is $1M. We pay 1500/yr for the Turbi. Raymond asked Park
Insurance if there had been any high payouts for third party liability and was advised there have been
none close to $1M.
Membership: 28 people have joined the Chapter since 2007; seventeen of them are no longer
members. Half of the 11 still here are current Turbi pilots. Of the 17 now gone, 3 were Turbi pilots.
Eighteen pilots are listed on the insurance now, but only 12 of them are still flying the Turbi.
Robin recalled we had 2 aircraft for over 30 years. She and Kevin Maher both built hours on them and
moved ahead in the industry as a result. She asked, “Isn't that a good thing?” She suggested we look at
our mission statement and asked, “Does it fit? If we have to subsidize a bit, so what—what is there
otherwise to spend it on?” She acknowledged that the cost to the Chapter members has been about
$6000/year but she thinks that it's a worthwhile investment toward achieving our Chapter objectives.
Bruce and Tedd suggested that mission statements are hard to interpret and everyone interprets them
differently. Tedd suggested they can often justify excluding activities an organization might participate
in but they don't serve as well in justifying including them.
[Post meeting note: the current Chapter mission statement is posted on our website and is reproduced at
the bottom of these minutes. The RAAC's stated purpose is also reproduced below.]
Tedd also thought that people who fly Turbi tend to stay members longer.
Eric stated that we have always subsidized our airplanes but we have never been a flying club. The
initial reason for having an airplane was to keep builders current but that seems no longer to be the
case. Now the airplane just provides cheap flying at considerable expense to the other members.
Tedd advised that we cannot raise the rate because flying hours will drop. He suggested we need to
increase flying hours by taking the Turbi to all the fly-ins and promoting it and the chapter. If we sell it,
it's likely to be an irreversible decision. Tedd is not against changing aircraft (Helmut's Jodel, for
example) but thinks that's a separate decision.
Lynn said that lack of use was the main problem. The Turbi just isn't available enough.
Robin suggested we remove the insurance from the Turbi during extended downtimes to save money.
Raymond agreed to collect all comments from this meeting and all the background research done lately
and to draft an email report to the membership for its consideration. He will also refine the operating
and maintenance costs for the past 4 years.
Old Business: None

New Business:
VP John is looking for photos of the last Awards Banquet. Guy Shadduck took photos or videos and
should be contacted.
Motion (Routh/Mcnamara): That the Executive consider recommending to the membership that Terry
Wilshire be granted Honorary Membership in the Chapter. Carried.
President Tim called for news of any new achievements, accidents, or other things deserving awards
and/or recognition. Someone mentioned that Bob LaLonde may have had a close encounter with a
sandtrap in 2010--Awards Committee take note.
Gerard asked if anyone knew where we could obtain two O-235 cylinders. He was advised to check
with Werner Griesbeck and Bob Cutting.
Rob reported that at the Consumer Electonics Symposium (CES), now underway in Las Vegas, the
SPOT people have a new unit on display that will interconnect with a smart phone and allow you to
text out via satellite in an emergency.
Don't forget: The monthly breakfast at Delta happens this coming Sunday, 0900-1100. Don't miss it!
Adjourn: At 2200.
“Mission Statements”
RAA Chapter 85: “We are a group of pilots, homebuilders, and aviation enthusiasts. Our official
mandate is to support the advancement of safe, fun, and economical flying in our community and
beyond.” (This expression was developed in a chapter strategic planning workshop conducted by
Hammy McClymont a few years ago.)
RAAC National: “The Recreational Aircraft Association is a made-in-Canada organization dedicated to
the promotion of flying as a hobby for ordinary Canadians. RAAC members are people who love to fly
and love to build! The RAA exists to bring these people together, enhancing the safety and satisfaction
of those who want to own an airplane without having to sell their houses in the process. The
Recreational Aircraft Association represents builders and flyers to Transport Canada and works with
government to assure the concerns of builders and flyers are heard.”
Stay In Touch
Forum, Events Schedule and More: http://flying.b4.ca
Any member can broadcast email to all members. Send to: raa85@flying.b4.ca
Chapter 85 website: http://raa85.b4.ca
National RAAC website: http://raa.ca
Delta Heritage Air Park website: http://www3.telus.net

