
REACREATIONAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION CANADA
Vancouver Chapter 85

General Meeting
Tuesday 5 February 2013

Attending: 32 persons attended the meeting. Executive members attending included: Tom Boulanger, George Gregory,
Cyril Henderson, Peter Lenger, John Macready, David Marsden, Tim Novak,  Bruce Prior and Peter Whittaker.

Call to Order: At 1929 by President John. 

Program:  John introduced Eric Munzer. Eric and Gordon Hindle presented an Introduction to Gyrocopters, and Eric
proposed a plan whereby the chapter would build one during chapter meeting nights.  Two of Eric's slides are reproduced
below. Cyril thanked the speakers for their presentations.



New Members: Michael Day, a student Aerospace Technology at the University of  the Fraser Valley, and Trevor Skillen,
the new DapCom Chair, attended.

General Meeting Call to Order:  At 2104 by President John.

President's Comments: John introduced Trevor Skillen, the new DapCom chair. Trevor said a few words about himself and
agreed that he could give RAA a report sometime on the current status and future planning of the Air Park.

Minutes: Bruce described two corrections to the minutes of the January meeting. The Beech 1800 should have read Beech
1900. The report that Gerard had repaired the sloppiness in the Turbi control sticks was not correct. Gerard removed them,
and later Dan McGowan made new bushings for them. Gerard then reinstalled them. With those corrections, John called for
a Motion: (Lalonde/Whittaker) that the Minutes of the 8 January 2013 General Meeting be adopted. Carried.

Secretary: Bruce reportedf that Sharon Hunter, wife of  now-departed Jim Hunter, the respected secretary of the chapter for
many years, has donated a floor model drill press to the chapter. John de Visser offered to help Bruce retrieve it from
Sharon's home. [Post-meeting note: the drill press is now installed in its new home in the RAA engine shop.]

Treasurer: Tom described the creation of a Chapter Budget Subcommittee (Tom, John, Bruce, and Cyril). The
Subcommittee reviewed Tom's budget development work, and the Chapter Executive approved the 2013 Chapter 85 Budget
at their January Executive Meeting. It was suggested the budget could be added to the Chapter Website.

Tom explained the change in hangar rent which will eventually bring chapter hangar rent into parity with other Air Park
hangar rents. He also briefly described the new Turbi financial plan and how it is intended to ensure Turbi operation costs
are paid by those who fly it.  

Tom presented the financial statements for the period 1 Jan 2013 to 5 Feb 2013. For January, we took in $6,507 and spent
$3,602. A copy of the statements will be attached to the file copy of the minutes.

President John lauded Tom's considerable effort to produce a comprehensive budget for the chapter. Loud Applause!

Membership: David reported that we have 25 members signed up for
2013. Annual chapter membership fees are $30 for national members,
$45 if not national members. All new members must join the national
organization.

Hangar and Workshop: John de Visser has started building the porch
over the east doorway. 

Custodian: Hugo reported that Air Share will pay $75 for use of our
clubhouse for their Annual General Meeting. David Marsden is next in
line to use the Workshop when the Turbi project is finished.

Vice-President: The Awards Banquet will be held in the Reiffel Room at
the Town and Country Inn on Saturday 30 March. Peter handed out nomination forms for members to anonymously propose
awards recipients. 

Aircraft: John reported on Turbi repair/restoration progress. The structural repair and fabric work is completed and painted.
The Turbi repair team is now focused on parts cleaning, replacement and reinstallation. We are about a week or two from re-
installing the wing on the fuselage. John estimated the Turbi should be flying before 1 April.  Raymond couldn't attend but
passed on his report that nine members have now signed up as Chapter Flying Members.

DapCom: Trevor reported on recent activities at the Air Park. He told us that he learned to fly during the last season of
training at YVR before the schools shut down or moved out to Pitt Meadows. He has always been fascinated by airplanes
(one year he was disappointed when his birthday gift was a Commodore 64 instead of a model Spitfire). He is looking
forward to his role as DapCom Chair.  He has a Beaver and a Stearman. He suggested you might get a ride if you help him
with his struggle each time he moves the Stearman out of the barn. 

Trevor described a party is being planned at the Museum of Flight for two respected members of the local RAA community.



The party is intended to be a surprise for the honorees, so the details have been suppressed in these minutes. They will be
reinstated later in the file copy. Trevor asked everyone for their financial support of this event. 
 
Trevor explained that the big DapCom budget item for 2013 is barn refurbishment--the barn hangar is at risk of collapsing.
Runway levelling is still under review. Runway improvement would include levelling and new sod and would likely mean
the runway would be out of service for at least a week. Nothing new is happening on the Embree House. One new tenant
joined the Air Park recently: James Smith with a Rans Coyote. There was an incident recently involving a Cessna 172; no
one was hurt. A wind sock is contemplated for the west end of the runway. Mary Swain isn't well enough to carry on with
Coffee Shop work; others will have to fill the void. Gerald Ohm has volunteered to maintain the Coffee Shop's stock of
supplies. For the longer term DapCom will assess the opotion of a non-profit staffed operation. Rob Prior is stepping down
as Flight Safety Officer and the position is open. 

The minutes of DapCom monthly meetings are posted on the Air Park website. The next Sunday Breakfast is on 10
February sponsored by the DapCom Tenats Group.  The Annual Delta
Fly-In will be on Saturday 29 June. Also a biplane fly-in is being
considered; no date has been set.

RAAC National:  No report.

Newsletter:  George reported he's in the middle of the publication
cycle now.  As always, he needs articles and also a heads-up for any
tidbits of publishable news. If you are a new author, George will help
you get it right.

Programs:  An option for March will be to continue discussion of
Eric's gyrocopter project proposal. COPA5-BBFC will host three safety
seminars here in the Clubhouse in the coming months, the first on 28
February in our clubhouse. The speaker is Gary Peare on the subject of

iPads and GPS. You must rgister with Jim Niessen to attend (jrm7997@)shaw.ca) as space is limited.  Go to the COPA5-
BBFC website for more information (http://copa5.wordpress.com).

Old Business: None.

New Business: Bruce will promote our Workshop Rental Service at the COPA5-BBFC meeting tomorrow night.

Announcements: Please submit awards nomination forms.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 5 March 2013.

Adjourn: Motion (Prior/Skillen) That we adjourn. Carried. And we did, at 2158.
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