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HE MERCED FLY-IN IS COMING
UP this June 5 and 6 1998.

Sky Trek Aviation will offer
complete service for your aircraft. Trucks of
Exxon fuel with 80, 100LL and Jet A will be
available Major credit cards will be accept-
ed. Full maintenance will be available on
call, as well as charts and supplies.

Transportation will be available to all

major motels and restaurants. The mini bus
system will follow this schedule: Friday -
noon to midnight; Saturday - 8am to 11pm;
and Sunday - 7am to 10:30 am. The cost
will be $1. They will also have service for
the handicapped. Sorry, no dogs allowed.

Again this year, we will be asking for
your support with a $10 donation for Friday
arrivals and a $7 donation for Saturday
arrivals. This is to help defer the cost of our
activity. Guests arriving on Friday will
receive a ticket to our Early Bird Dinner
and two complimentary beer tickets. All
aircraft may display a free prop card even if
they are not being judged.

Our office hours will be Friday - 8am
to 9pm and Saturday 8 am to 5 pm.
Register before 11 am on Saturday to have
your airplane judged or compete for the

longest distance flown, youngest and oldest
pilot. The Merced Antique Fly-in telephone
number is (209) 384-7092. 

Bring your own tie down and chocks -
only a few are available here. Please make
your own motel reservations early. For fur-
ther assistance, contact: Merced
Convention and Visitors Bureau at (209)
384-3333.

Frequencies of interest:
Merced Tower . . . . . . . . . . .126.4
Merced Ground . . . . . . . . .121.05
Merced UNICOM  . . . . . . . .122.7
ATIS-El Nino VOR HYP . . . .114.2
Stockton Approach  . . . . . .121.85
Use LEFT traffic for runway 30, RIGHT

traffic for runway 12. Airplanes without
radios are welcome. Follow the pattern and
watch the tower for light signals.

1998
Merced 
Fly In

Original Fuel Tank Troubles
Mike Smith

Henderson, NV 
KR Newsletter
June/July 1995

I have a KR-2 originally built by Ted
Larson between 1976-1981. The fuel tank
was made with foam sandwich walls using
the Dynel and Rand-Robinson epoxy resins.
I got involved in and have been flying the

airplane since mid-1983 and have exten-
sively modified it to improve flyability and
performance. None of these mods involved
the fuel tank. About 4 years ago, during my
annual inspection, I found some flecks of
dark brown putty-like material in the screen
of the gascolator. I examined the tank inte-
rior with a flashlight, looking through the
fill hole for any sign of debris. Finding
none, and having had no trouble with fuel
flow or engine performance, I assumed
something had gotten into the tank from
“dirty” fuel or during refueling and let it go
at that (Little did I know what was to come).
It must have been a year and a half later
during run-up for take-off that I couldn’t get
full power. It only took a short time to
ascertain I had a fuel starvation problem at
high power/fuel demand. The interior of the
tank looked as it always had, with no debris
clogging the intake screen or sloshing
about, so I started removing fuel lines,
beginning at the tank outlet. Upon closely
examining the first section, I noticed a sub-

stance that looked just like molasses and
had the consistency of cold molasses or
maybe even stiffer. Noticing the tank interi-
or was the same colour, I got a long scraper
to feel the bottom of the tank. To my sur-
prise, the first eighth inch was somewhat
soft like putty and could be scraped off.
This unknown material was slowly slough-
ing off and worming its way down into the
fuel system. Ted died some eight or ten
years ago, so I can’t ask him if he had a
leakage problem during construction and
fixed it with some type of sealer he poured
in and sloshed around before installing the
tank or not. But, if he didn’t, then the origi-
nal resin system was deteriorating and start-
ing to flow, thereby clogging the fuel lines.
I’m sure glad I found it on the ground and
not in some critical flight phase! You other
“old” timers might check this out in your
tanks. I’ve since replaced my tank with a
RR prefab made of polyester resin and fiber-
glass, no easy task when it’s built in. Happy
flying!
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Minutes of the General Meeting, 
7 April, 1998

Call to order: 8:00 pm by President Pat
O’Donnell
Spence, G./Prior II: that the minutes of the
General Meeting of 3 march, 1998, be
adopted as printed in the Turn and Bank.
Discussion carried.
Committee Reports:
T r e a s u r y : Verbal treasury report by Tim
Novak. Meyer/Thompson: that the
Treasurer’s report be adopted as read.
Discussion Carried.
M e m b e r s h i p : Rob Prior welcomed visitors
to the meeting. As of this evening we have
121 paid up memberships for 1998. There
are 27 complementary memberships.
Program: Gaetan Myre: Last breakfast a
success. Hoping to have a fly-in/motor-
cycle/special care meet at DHAP on 4 July.
This is a DHAPCOM initiative; Chapter in a
spear-carrier role for this. 

Tonight we will have our good mem-
ber and check pilot Francois Leh give a talk
on a few tricky aspects of flight safety.
Aircraft: Brad Short: Turbi flew 10.8 hours

in March. Not bad for a crummy month.
Buildings: Colin Walker: Big annual clean-
up in may. Details at May GM.
N e w s l e t t e r : George says OK. Keep those
cards, letters and articles coming. Anything
that’s fit to print.
R A A C : Bruce Prior: AGM for RAAC
October 4 weekend. Meeting at Best
Western, Langley. Reception, Saturday
night at the CMFT Langley.
D H A P C O M : Terry Wilshire: On May 3
there is the regular DHAP breakfast, then
the Qualicum Air Port Appreciation Day
fly-in and then, in the evening, a BBQ for
DHAPCOM volunteers. Others welcome
too. Talk to Terry.

July 4 the DHAPCOM sponsored fly-in
at DHAP.

The “Concept” i.e.: the multi-puropose
building has been advanced to GVRD Parks
and has received a favorable reception. The
idea now is the creation of a foundation
that would promote, finance and enhance
all the GVRD Park facilities. Doubtless, we
shall hear much more as this ambitious pro-
ject moves ahead over the years.
Fly-outs: Dirk Post: Destinations to be listed
in the Turn and Bank.
George Spence (A.O.C.  i/c FLY-
OUTORGCOM) (?- I just print the stuff -
ed.) circulating a survey of what guys are
interested and where they want to fly out to
(to where they desire out to fly)

Old Business:
Annual Bash: Tim Nicholas: Ticket sales
going OK. Bash will be over by the time
you read this (Got my allowance riding on
the Bonar Award winner).
Good presentation by Francois on forces in
stalls, spins, low man on the backside of the
power curve, etc. Perhaps we could get him
a non-Fascist marked demonstrator model.
Meyer/Prior: that we adjourn. We did.
Jim Hunter, Secretary.

Re: Classified Ads: If you are running a
business card size ad  or larger in the Turn
and Bank, there is a nominal charge. Rates
are on page 7: see The club Treasurer to
make payment. 

If you have questions or problems with
your aircraft construction, we have mem-
bers who have developed some expertise in
various fields who have volunteered to
advise you on methods, procedures and pit-
falls in the capacity of Builders’ Counselors
something along the lines of the former
designee programme.  Please respect the
fact that these are volunteers who may not
appreciate late calls, and will not return
long-distance calls on their answering
machines. Also, none are inspectors, and
although experienced in their various fields,
cannot be held responsible. It is and
remains Y O U R project. Their names and

numbers are on page two and will be a reg-
ular feature of our contents page.

Please note that the locks for the club-
house and the club hangar have been
changed. If you want a key that works in
both hangar and clubhouse, give Rob Prior
a call at 980-7723.

Re: Border Crossing Permits: it’s that
time of year again!

Ask for: Foreign Civil Aircraft Special
Flight Authorization (SFA)  No. NE/AC-
1013.

For permits contact:
Duty Officer

Federal Aviation Administration
Seattle Manufacturing Inspection District

Office ANM 108 S
1601 Lind Avenue SW

Renton, WA 98055
They will need your aircraft type,

model, registration and serial number. A
rough itinerary (eg: Arlington, Evergreen,
etc.) is required along with point of depar-
ture and first landing destination in the
States, but they seem to want it comprehen-
sive to; so put in just about anywhere you
are likely to go or wind up. Give also dates
for which you need the permit.  They will
also require a photocopy of your C or R and
of your journey log page containing your
most recent annual.

They are willing to give 180 day cov-
erage that should certainly take in the sea-
son. Mail you request to the above address
or fax it to (206) 227-1159; or you can
phone it in at (206) 227-2173. 

F l y o u t s are planned for spring:
Sunday, May 3 to Qualicum, and Saturday,
May 9 to Chilliwack  Contact Dirk Post for
i n f o .
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RANSPORT CANADA COMMERCIALIZED (PRIVATIZED) THE AIR NAVIGATION
SYSTEM (ANS) on October 31, 1997 when ANS was sold to Nav Canada, a hastily
contrived  non-profit corporation under Part 2 of the Canada Corporation Act,

responsible for operating, maintaining, and developing the ANS including the setting of
user charges. TC is still responsible for safety. Nav Canada may set charges without
approval of the Minister but within a framework and an appeal procedure for users set by
the Government. Nav Canada must give extensive public notice each time it proposes a
new charge.

The ANS advisory committee will make recommendation on which recreational and
private aviation will have representation. These interests are mainly represented by COPA
and RAAC. Anderson says Nav Canada must adhere to certain principles in setting charges
and give special protection to recreational and private aviation and “must not be unreason-
able or undue”. Any user may file an appeal with the Canadian Transportation Agency and
CTA may order Nav
Canada to reconsid-
er.

Transport
Canada may still
have a role in estab-
lishing Nav Can
charges during the
first two years if Nav
Can chooses to seek
approval from the
Minister by means
of a written propos-
al. Anderson
encourages recreational and private users to consult with Nav Canada about user fees by
writing to: Nav Canada, 77 Metcalf, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5L6. Tel: (613) 563-5583.

To COPA’s suggestion that revenues from taxes on aviation fuel should pay for avia-
tion-related services, Mr. Anderson’s response is that this would give private aviation spe-
cial treatment not available to other Canadians since excise taxes are treated as a source of
general government revenues. One simple solution then would be to abolish the excise tax
from avgas entirely (which is about 20%, I am told) and give general government revenues
zero if there is no other way to be fair to private flyers and recreational aircraft owners.
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Am excise tax as I understand it is a tax
on the manufacture, sale, or use of certain
articles made or sold within a country, in
this case, gasoline. Gasoline for aircraft
(avgas) now wells for 87 cents per litre at
Pitt meadows Airport. Automobile gas that
is legal for aircraft use is selling for 56 cents
per litre. Why the difference? Why can no
group of users not be credited with rev-

enues from fuel taxes, Mr. Anderson? I
understand that the federal government
managed to credit Nav Can with several
billion dollars worth of Nav equipment paid
for by the pilots and the taxpayers and let
Nav Canada buy this equipment for about
one third of what we paid for it. According
to a recent COPA staff report,  Nav Canada
paid only $1.5 billion for this equipment. In

addition to this Transport Canada gave
away “severance” packages to 6400 air
navigation system employees who are not
being severed but were merely shifted from
a government run system to a private “non-
profit” organization. Including indexed pen-
sions, this will cost pilots and taxpayers
another $120 million. (For more, see the
Aeroclub Newsletter of February 1998.)

This appears to
be the kind of think-
ing that Transport
Canada used to bring
things to the sorry
state of affairs we are
now in. Smaller air-
ports are being
closed. Services are
deteriorating. Pilots
are turning to the
Internet for weather

information because weather stations are
closing and PATWAS is not reliable
enough). Now municipalities are expected
to make smaller airports pay for themselves
where Transport Canada failed. Pitt mead-
ows Airport is a good example of this.

A quote for this staff report says
“General aviation’s contribution to the ANS
is through the fuel excise taxes. Now that

the system has been
privatized, the gov-
ernment should
either transfer a por-
tion of the taxes to
Nav Canada or
reduce the taxes by
an equivalent
amount, a fee Nav
Canada may intro-
duce so the dollar
impact to general
aviation is zero.

Already the
main market for
smaller Canadian air-
craft is the United
States. Is this not a
wake up call? The
privatization of air-
ports used mainly by
private pilots and
small operators may
be putting general
aviation and
Canada’s proud his-
tory in aviation in
jeopardy. It is caus-

ing a lot of despair in the aviation commu-
nity. This is one reason why COPA has just
completed a survey of its members.

Some of the findings of this survey are:
1) 75% of private pilots own aircraft

and 80% own land planes.
2) Most members fly about 50 hours

per year. 
3) 81% never fly IFR (by instrument

when there is 4 miles or less visibility).
4) 29% find the Internet to be a reliable

source of weather information and this
trend will probably continue.

5) 90% of those surveyed agreed that
private aircraft should be exempt from Nav
Canada user fees.

6) 98% said the fuel excise tax should
be their ample contribution the the opera-
tion of the navigation system.

The costs of government services are
rising and the service is deteriorating. With
the closing down of services in smaller air-
ports, the closing down of flight service sta-
tions and NDB facilities and more tax dol-
lars going to navigation requirements for
airline facilities, pilots and smaller commer-
cial operators generally represented by
COPA and RAAC find they are being short
changed.

These figures back up COPA’s position
that private aircraft should be exempt from
Nav Canada user fees. Trends being set by
federal bureaucrats have allowed services
and facilities for smaller aircraft to deterio-
rated and this could be devastating to gen-
eral aviation as Nav Can uses equipment
paid for by the pilots and taxpayers for
shrinking services and higher charges as
Nav Can cuts personnel and raises its
salaries and becomes more autonomous
with most of the benefits going to the
“heavies” (the airlines).

As COPA states, “the message is loud
and clear and it will be delivered to the
Government and Nav Canada.”

Government payments to Nav Canada
will end in November 1998 at which time
Nav Canada who are now charging fees
from service to commercial carriers propose
to apply ANS user charges to smaller air-
craft (under 12,500 pounds). There is sup-
posed to be consultation on these proposals
for the next six months.

The above facts and concepts will no
doubt be included in the concerns of the
Aero Club and private and business aviation
for some time to come and may fairness
and democracy prevail.
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thinking that Transport Canada used to

bring things to the sorry state 
of affairs we are now in.” 

C o m e  i n  f o r  a  L a n d i n g  a t . . .

N o r t h  R a m p

We’re located at Airside Blvd. at Pitt Meadows
Airport... Join us for 

Breakfast and Lunch
It’s cosy

& the food is great

Hangars 
Tiedowns

Fuel and Oil sales
Coffee and lunch shop

Open Mon. - Fri. only 
9 am - 4 pm

11465 Baynes Rd
Pitt Meadows 465-5444



Classified Ads are free (within reason) to
members. Display Ad rates are:

Business Card:$25 per year
1/4 page: $ 1 0 / m o n t h $ 1 0 0 / y r
1/2 page $ 1 5 / m o n t h $ 1 5 0 / y r
1 page: $25/month $ 2 5 0 / y r

FOR SALE:  KR2S. Plans built.
Approximately 40% completed including
lower fuselage, empennage, wing roots,
spars, landing gear, and controls. $4500
and 600 hours invested. Has already com-
pleted one inspection and is almost ready
for a second inspection. Asking $3000.00
obo. Jamie 467-0870 or 467-6646
FOR SALE: New 4130 Tubing - most sizes
a v a i l a b l e . U s e d - Tripacer Fuselage (comes
with logs), metal prop off 150 hp Tr i p a c e r
(comes with logs) Cessna spring steel gear
legs, misc. wheels, axles, brakes and parts,
misc. instruments (no altimeters!) A75
engine case, 7 Continental cylinders, some
Lycoming cylinders (big), carbs, mags,
pumps, old radios, etc. Call Pat at home,
5 3 3 - 1 8 3 9 .
Avian Graphics
Layout, Logo Design, Letterheads, Business
Cards, what-have-you.
George Gregory 8 8 2 - 8 0 1 6
W A N T E D: Medium size air compressor,

with or without tank. 
D o u g 2 7 5 - 1 4 0 5
FOR SALE:
One pair of Taylorcraft wheels/brakes $275. 
B o b 2 7 5 - 1 6 0 3
FOR SALE: SIROCCO PROJECT
Fuselage, canopy, tail group complete. Air
frame control components done except for
cable. Main-wheel gear, wheels and brakes
done. Tail-spring and wheel included. Panel
made, no instruments. Lycoming 0-290
GPU Zero-timed. Will Neubert stainless
cross-over exhaust with stainless
muffler/shrouds. Bendix PSC5 carb. Bendix
mags with non-shielded leads. no starter,
starter ring or alternator. Weldtech engine
mount. McCauley prop.
Wings: ribs and minor spars done. Spar
diaphragms done. Two spar-grade spruce
planks. No other wing parts.
$15,000 firm, complete and not interested
in parting-out
Jim Hunter 5 7 6 - 2 6 7 8
FOR SALE:
1 set (8) 60810 (68763) M10 main bearings
$295 per set
1/2 set (4) of same $150 per set
1 set (8) 60810 (68763) M003 main bear-
ings $295 per set
1 set (8) 61662 M10 Rod Bearings $175 per
set. 

All bearings fit Lycoming 0-235 and 0-290
(without C/S prop). All are new, perfect but
certs mislaid,
G o g i (604) 823-6428
FOR SALE:
1957 Tripacer Wings uncovered, all
reworked. New leading edge. New ash tip.
All Zinc Chromate ready to fabric. Included:
2-18 gal. gas tank, 2 - gas tank cover, land-
ing light, aileron and flap, front and rear
struts. Asking $4000 Canadian.
Roger Gauthier (Kelowna) ( 2 5 0 ) - 7 6 3 - 1 5 2 9

(250) 212-0832 (cel)
W A N T E D : PA 18 or PA 20/22 Wings. Some
damage OK. 9 4 6 - 5 8 8 1
FOR SALE: Tailwind Project. I hate to let it
go! All wood for wings, spars and ribs done,
new wing fittings, control system, Co u g a r
fuselage mostly modified for Tailwind use.
George Gregory 8 8 2 - 8 0 1 6
FOR SALE: Lycoming GPU good jugs, crank
and case (modified for A/C use), mags, turn
and bank indicator. Fuel tank with gauge,
cut down Sensenich prop, lots of other stuff. 
George Gregory 8 8 2 - 8 0 1 6
FOR SALE: Fleet F7 Biplane replica. Very
close to original copy except for uncowled
engine. Engine: Kinner R55 160 hp. Aircraft
is modified for solo operation from rear

Classified continued on page 8
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Brackett Air Filters
Gill Batteries

Red Ram 20w50 oil
Champion Oil Filters

Engine Gaskets
Spark Plugs

Scat/Cat Tube
Ameri-King ELT

Windshields
Instruments

Control Cable
Tires/Brakes
Shock Cords
Sitka Spruce

Baltic Birch Plywood
Spars/Ribs

4130 tube/sheet
2024T3/6061T6 Tube/Sheet

Aluminum
Building/Repair Tools

Poly Fiber Coverings

Dealer Inquiries for RANDOLPH
products

AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

We carry a HUGE Selection of AN hardware

DEMEL AIRCRAFT CORP.
RR#2, SITE 30, COMP 27 PENTICTON AIRPORT

PENTICTON, BC V2A 6J7
(250) 490-9532 1-888-490-9532

FAX: (250) 490-9538

PARTS AND SUPPLIES



cockpit. Extra bellytank with wobble pump.
Original Fleet wheels, brakes, pedals and
stick column. Original parachute accommo-
dating bucket seats, oversize tires, Stits cov-
ering, voice activated intercom. Ted
Hendrickson Propeller, manual and extra
key magswitch. 
$35,000 Canadian. (604) 478-6048
Will consider small antique aircraft engine
as trade-in.
FOR SALE: Some Cont.0-200 parts: Case
(checked, no cracks) Camshaft, Gears, Rods
and Pistons; Carb and spider, Starter (pull
type) and Generator, mags (one is dis-
assembled). $2500 for the package, offers
considered on individual parts. Also, Prop
hub for Cont. tapered shaft, $350, Wing
parts for Taylorcraft BC-12D (disassembled)
including ribs, spars, compression struts,
brace wires and strut fittings. Offers?
Contact David Smith (604) 513-0353

(604)513-0373 (fax)
FOR SALE: 1 pair David Clark Helicopter
headset,  1 Telex MRB-2400 headset,1

Marvel Schebler MA3-SPA and 1 MA4-SPA
carburetors. June McMann 943-5369
Aircraft Painting
Will paint, finish off aircraft for cash or part
share in airplane. Prefer Cessna or Piper.
Value of work is $6-8000 depending on
condition of aircraft.
K e v i n 5 8 0 - 6 2 6 4
FOR SALE: 1967 Cessna 172. 4100 TT,
1750 SMOH, on condition, runs great. Dual
NavComs, ADF, Transponder Mode C,
Asking $28,000 obo. Chuck 8 2 6 - 8 8 9 8
FOR SALE: One set of 1500 Murphy floats
ready to go. 
Ole #45-3931 198 st. Langley BC 5 1 4 - 1 2 8 0
FOR SALE: 6 Factory new Franklin 180 hp
cylinders includes installed valves $300
each, will not part out.
Tim Novak 2 7 1 - 8 5 8 6
FOR SALE: RV 6 400 hrs on Lycoming 0-
360 180 hp. Always hangared, $60,000
Canadian funds
Graham McKean 1 - 2 5 0 - 2 4 8 - 4 5 0 7

Dear Chapter 85 Members and Friends,
DEMEL AIRCRAFT Corp., being a Poly

Fiber distributor would like to hold a P o l y
Fiber Basic Fabric Covering Seminar and a

Composite Construction Workshop i n
1998. We are very pleased to be able to
sponsor these excellent workshops which
are taught by factory trained experts that do
this for a living. You won’t be disappointed!

The dates have not been decided as of
yet. That’s where you, the enthusiasts come
into the role. We have picked a few week-
ends for you to think about: They are:

May 23 and 24
May 30 and 31
June 6 and 7

Sept 12 and 13
Sept 19 and 20

Please let us know what weekend will
be the best; we will pick a weekend after we
hear back from you. Include your phone
number and the date that suits you. 

There will be a fee of $275 for each 2
day workshop. this includes all the materials
and supplies needed. Travel to and from
Penticton and accommodations and meals
are N O T included. See our ad on page 7 for
our  phone and fax numbers.
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Classified Ads
(Continued from page 7)

NE OF THE SOURCES for inspira-
tion (well, what should I write about
t h i s month?) for this column is the

articles that are given to me on  a monthly
basis. I’ve been just now typing in Ernie’s
article and am slowly getting up a head of
steam about it.

Surely the recreational pilot is a small
fish in the revenue pond. Why would they
come after us, and further endanger a plea-
sure that is already too expensive for many
to even contemplate? Why saddle us with
further user fees when we already pay an
excise tax on fuel?

Simple. We are small enough to kick
around. I imagine the Powers That Be cal-
culate that the political heat generated by
such and action is offset by the amount of
revenue produced; I suspect there is an
equation at work:

If A > D, then $ will result.

If the Amount of Revenue (A) is greater
than the Political Damage (D) incurred,
then the process moves to its conclusion,
Government Revenues ($). It doesn’t matter
that the amount of revenue thus garnered is
small; the trouble incurred is also small, by

virtue of the small pilot population.
Every equation has variables. Thus far I

suspect that Political Damage has been
regarded as a fixed or diminishing value;
hence, the Revenue side of the equation
makes this an attractive proposition.
Although the amount of cash raked in from
the private users may be comparatively
small, we won’t make that much noise: and
so they proceed. But what if we change the
values? What if D were to grow?

The “D” value, political damage, can
be increased two ways. First is to be more
noisy about it. We can do this on an indi-
vidual basis through letter writing and such;
and we can do it through our support of
COPA, RAAC, EAA,and others.

The other way to increase “D” in the
equation is to increase the pilot population;
with increase population, the potential
Damage factor increases dramatically.

How can we make this happen?
Well, flying must be cheaper, it must

compete well for discretionary cash; it must

be made more practical. If aircraft were the
cost of a car (as they should be) instead of a
house...

We need to expose more people to it.
Airplanes must be cheaper.
It needs to be easier to learn.
It needs to be a reliable form of trans-

portation.
Some of these factors are being

addressed. We have our Young Eagles pro-
grams (excellent) and decertification of
older production aircraft, both promising
steps. As well the Recreational Pilot’s
license is an important development.

In the Lower Mainland, we have Delta
Heritage Airpark. Is is too much to wonder
if this place could become a showcase for
recreational flying, especially with the
exposure to the general public we will get if
the proposed plans for new facilities goes
ahead? There is much hope here.

Finally (I can just hear the groans) the
advent of a really practical roadable aircraft
could do much to re-popularize personal
flight. It’s time for some new thinking; we
need to turn a corner. Readers of a few
issues back are no doubt aware of the fac-
tors I feel surround such a development.
Time will tell...see you next month!
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