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The TURN AND BANK is the monthly publication of RAAC Chapter 85 and is intended to keep members informed as to the club’s activities, and to promote safety and technical excellence in the field of
sport aviation. No responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed or
implied as to the content of articles contained in the Turn and Bank:
the intention is to provide a forum for discussion and exchange of
ideas.
Newsletter contributions should be mailed to George Gregory,
19470-88th Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 3G5 no later than the 12th of
each month. Business Fax is (604)-469-3495. Please remember to indicate "attention George Gregory" on your fax.
Enquiries to the Membership Chairman should be mailed to Rob
Prior, #204-130 E.11th St., North Vancouver, B.C. V7L-4R3

For inspections of Amateur Built Aircraft Projects contact the
MDRA Inspection Services , ph. 1-877-419-2111
fax 1-519-457-0980 email: mdrainsp@on.aibn.com
Regular Meetings are held on the first Tues. of each month at 20:00 in
the clubhouse:
Delta Airpark, 4103-104th Street Delta, B.C. Clubhouse phone: 5963644
Mailing Address: Chapter 85, RAAC
c/o Delta Heritage Airpark, 4103-104th St., RR#3, Delta, B.C. V4K-3N3
Executive meetings are on the third Tues. of each month at 19:30 in the
clubhouse.
Chapter aircraft pilots, mail cheques (Payable to RAAC Chapter 85) to:
Brad Short, 8052-122a Street.Surrey. B.C. V3W-7R4
RAAC National Homepage: http://www.inforamp.net/~raac
RAA Chapter 85 Homepage: http://home.istar.ca/~airframe/raa_85
Delta Heritage Air Park Homepage: http://home.istar.ca/~bb4
Source for CARS and Chapter 549 Airworthiness Manual:
http://www.aerotraining.com
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Technical
Guy
Tips from the Western Canada RVator
RV Landing Techniques
Brian Lloyd, Cameron Park, CA
This is an interesting discussion but it
mystifies me that it is even going on. I have
found my RV-4 to be one of the most docile
landing aircraft I have ever flown regardless
of the amount of flaps extended. I guess I
must have missed something somewhere.
An aircraft that is flying power off is
going to bleed energy at a given rate out of
ground effect and at a lower rate in ground
effect. It will bleed energy at different rates
depending on the A of A and the configura-

Homebuilt Aircraft
Border Crossing
Permits
...The permanent, perpetual, don’t-have-toapply-for-it Border Crossing Permit For
Homebuilts!
By the long and splendid efforts of EAA, EAA
Canadian Council, MOT and FAA, we now
have a standing Border Crossing Permit to
carry on board. Many Thanks to Rem Walker, EAA Canadian Council for sending it
along.
Note! Copy of the permit along with requisite “letter of Permission” will be included in
the journey logs for the Turbi and the J-5.
The following conditions must be met:
1) The aircraft has been issued a Canadian
Special Certificate of Airworthiness with
Block 7, “classification” listed as amateurbuilt.
2) The currently effective Canadian special
certificate of airworthiness and this authorization shall be carried on board the aircraft.
3) A copy of this authorization shall be displayed in the aircraft when operating under
the terms of this SFA.
4) The identification markings assigned to
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tion, e.e., gear, flap, and speed brake posi- extra energy which must bled off in ground
tion. If you are holding a constant airspeed effect. Since energy bleed-off occurs more
it manifests itself as a given sink rate. The slowly in ground effect, you end up floatengine lets you add in energy to adjust the ing.
If you want to come in with less energy
rate at which the energy disappears. All you
are trying to do when landing is to have suf- than you need for a power off approach you
ficient energy to adjust the aircraft to make can use the engine to add energy at a rate
it parallel to the runway before there is no that offset the extra loss.
Continued next month...
extra energy left and the aircraft stall. If you
want to come in
power off, you just
need to ensure that
IR
you have extra energy in the form of airspeed (kinetic enerAircraft Portraits
gy) so that you can
round out before
Rob
Prior
you run out of enerRob Prior
Airframe@istar.ca
robp@vcn.bc.ca
gy. If you arrive with
home.istar.ca/~airframe
too little energy, you
3032 Carina Place Burnaby BC V3J 1B5
604/422.8556
will not complete
#204-130 E.11th Street, North van, B.C. V7L 4R3 Ph. 604/980.7723
the round-out with

A

Frame

the aircraft by the country of registry must be
displayed on the aircraft according to that
country’s applicable requirements.
5. The aircraft shall be operated only by airmen holding appropriate certificates or
licenses issued or validated by the United
States or by the country of registry.
6. No person may be carried in this aircraft
during flight unless that person has been
advised of the content of this authorization
and of the airworthiness status of the aircraft.
7. Persons or property shall not be carried
for compensation or hire on board the aircraft.
8. The aircraft shall be operated under visual
flight rules (VFR) day only, unless the operating limitations issued for the aircraft authorize night or instrument flight (IFR) operations, in which case the aircraft shall be
equipped in accordance with 14 CFR part
91.205 and the pilot in command shall comply with 14 CFR part 91.711.
9. The aircraft shall be operated according to
restrictions imposed by Transport Canada
Aviation provided those restrictions do not
limit or change the conditions herein
imposed.
10. Except when they have been waived by
the administrator for the purpose of an air
show, the aircraft shall be operated according to the general operating and flight rules
of 14 CFR part 91, and in particular section
91.711.

11. The operator of the aircraft shall advise
Air Traffic Control of the nature of the flight
when establishing communications.
12. Except when otherwise directed by Air
Traffic Control, or in the event of an emergency, all flights shall be conducted to avoid
areas having heavy air traffic and to avoid
cities, towns, villages, and congested areas,
or any other area where the flights might
create hazardous exposure to persons or
property.
13. For participation in and air show, the
FAA may impose any additional conditions
or limitations deemed necessary to ensure
the protection of persons or property. An
operator who wished to participate in an air
show must contact the geographically
responsible Flight Standards District Office
(FSDO) for issuance of a waiver to participate in waivered airspace.
14. An aircraft operator, who is not the registered owner of the aircraft, must carry a
signed letter of authorization from the registered owner showing the owner’s permission
for continued operation of the aircraft in U.S.
airspace.
15. This Special Flight Authorization is valid
for an indefinite period unless superseded or
canceled in writing by the Administrator.
L Nicholas Lacey
Director, Flight Standards Service, FAA
Issued in Washington, D.C.
on July 31, 1999
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BULLETIN BOARD
If you have questions or problems with
your aircraft construction, we have members
who have developed some expertise in various fields who have volunteered to advise
you on methods, procedures and pitfalls in
the capacity of Builders’ Counselors something along the lines of the former designee
programme. Please respect the fact that
these are volunteers who may not appreciate late calls, and will not return long-distance calls on their answering machines.
Also, none are inspectors, and although

Minutes
by Jim Hunter

Minutes of the General Meeting
4 July, 2000
Call to Order: 8:00 pm by president Tim
Nicholas.
Kennedy/Walker: that the minutes of the
General Meeting of 6 June, 2000 be adopted as printed in the Turn and Bank.Discussion CARRIED.
Correspondence:
Letter from BCIT Bursary Admin. Department read thanking Chapter for its donation
of $500. The receiving student will
acknowledge also.
Treasury: Verbal report from Treasurer Tim
Novak.
Membership: Rob Prior reports that we
have 130 members of all types (that being
their number and not necessarily their character).
Aircraft: Tedd McHenry: We have received
no further bids for the J-5. Work on the
Turbi progressing and should be completed
in about two weeks.
Buildings: Dan Weinkam/David Bell: OK.
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experienced in their various fields, cannot
be held responsible. It is and remains YOUR
project. Their names and numbers are on
page two and will be a regular feature of our
contents page.
Please note that the locks for the clubhouse and the club hangar have been
changed. If you want a key that works in
both hangar and clubhouse, give Rob Prior a
call at 980-7723.
Social Event!!
The InterGalactic Aerodrome Needs

you to come out and have some fun! There
will be a static plane display, an aerobatic
exhibition, Boch Ball Contest, Croquet
games, Harley Only Displays, a BBQ Pig,
and Philipino food. Bring some potluck style
grub with you and a Lawn Chair. Date is
July 30, 2pm. RSVP.

There are several Chapter tie-downs available.
Program: Dan Lawler: this night we had an
excellent presentation by Mr. Joel Schoenberger of DOT on the Owner Maintenance
program as it comes into force. DOT folk
were expecting to be flooded with applications but were not. Appears that those
thinking of taking their airplanes from Certified to Owner Maintenance are aware that
it is decidedly a one way street; once to
OM it is virtually impossible to return to
Certified.
RAAC: Bruce Prior: Littler to report but see
the tack-board. Next issue is for the MD-RA
program to have itself legally designated as
a no-for-profit company. RAAC still calling
for nominations for the AGM.
DHAPCOM: Hammy McClymont: Several
meetings have happened with GVRD Parks
affecting the License renewal. August is the
deciding time. An engineer has signed off
the proposal for the new gas pumps.
DHAPCOM (or is it Chapter) holding discussion with a local service club to take
over the monthly breakfasts. Hammy thanks
those who responded to the survey response very positive in general. Hammy
will precis to Turn and Bank.
Old Business: None.
New Business:
1) Dirk Post advises that a sum of
$2,845.76 remains as proceeds from the
breakfasts. He advises also that the avgas
suppliers have a very short invoicing period
but that GVRD Parks is a bit slow in processing and reimbursing. Therefore, a
MOTION:
Post/Hunter: that the above sum, currently
held in as special account, be retained as a

float for fuel purchases.
An amendment: McHenry/Baker: that this
be a temporary measure until a smoother
arrangement can be worked out.
On the amendment: Discussion CARRIED.
On the main motion: Discussion CARRIED.
2) Congratulations to Tim Baker who now
has a License.
Hubble/Baker: that we adjourn. CARRIED.

Fred and Percy Baron
988-176 st RR#6
541-0650

Jim Hunter, Secretary.

The Chapter’s

J-5 Project
is

FOR SALE
$8500
no parting out.
Details:
Tedd McHenry
574-4764
Tim Nicholas 572-1845
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HIGHLIGHT OF ARLINGTON this
year was meeting Martin Hollman,
designer of the Stallion aircraft. I’ve
had my noodle into his excellent book,
Modern Aircraft Design, and found it informative and easy to use.
I was able to hold forth to this unsuspecting gentleman some of my ideas on
roadable aircraft and found that he favours
a conventional layout since you can use a
smaller wing, due to the higher Lift Coefficient a conventional layout is capable of.
Although I have mentioned the canard
as a preferred platform, I have since
become aware of some of the difficulties
inherent in each configuration (I can just
see some of you smiling and shaking your
heads). Let’s take a look at each in its turn. I
would like to preface the following by
emphasizing that I am just learning this
myself and am decidedly an amateur. These
are based mainly on observations from running a few things through supplied formulae. That being said, I found the exercise
highly instructive.
The configuration that we choose must
be one that favours car-to-plane conversion
best; the point here is to see if we can make
a useful machine while keeping that goal
front and centre. It needs to be about the
size and shape of a car on the ground,
about the same size as a Honda Accord:
about 5 feet wide, 13 feet long. I want to
use the stowed wings to shift weight forward for driving mode, and I would like to
store them on the sides of the vehicle to
keep the weight low to the ground.
From the aeronautical standpoint, I’ve
been able to glean a few formulas from Mr.
Hollman’s book that show me what I’m up
against, but the thing that causes the most
grief up to this point is Canada’s wing loading rules for homebuilt aircraft.
Conventional
The conventional layout allows us to
use a flapped wing and exploit the maximum achievable Lift coefficient for a given
wing area. This means a smaller (read easier
to stow) wing A 1600 lb GW aircraft needs
about 78.5 square feet to be legal in Canada, and that gives us a stall speed of about
62 mph. A problem: it favours a longer
fuselage. I just can’t imagine having to fold
the fuselage or driving around with a car 20
feet long. It might be possible to build and
drive it, but who would want to actually

Roadable
Aircraft

A
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Getting Technical
(sort of)
By George Gregory
use it? So it seems to me the main problem
here is making the fuselage short enough to
be useful.
Canard
The advantage of the canard layout is
that it allows a shorter fuselage. Things get
complicated when we look at the wing sizing.
A flapped wing can have a wing loading of 20.4 lb per square foot, and an
unflapped wing (canards can’t use flaps)
13.4 lb per square foot. This is extremely
limiting: we want a wing small enough to
stow conveniently, but large enough to
meet the rules, and make the aircraft reasonably docile in the pattern. I want to be
able to stow the wings on the side of the
vehicle, mainly for the purpose of keeping
the driving C of G as low as possible: as a
car, I don’t want to worry about the silly
thing tipping over during hard cornering.
According to Mr. Hollman’s book, the
best lift coefficient we can expect with a
canard is 1.15. A useful formula to determine wing area required is this:
wing area =

2 x Gross Weight
air density x Vs 2 x CL

where Vs is the stall speed, CL is the coefficient of lift, and the air density at sea level
is .00238. Stall speed is converted to feet
per second by multiplying it by 1.47.
Using this formula, I have been able to
divine that a wing area of 113.5 (canard
and main wing combined) will yield a stall
speed of about 67 mph. For my purposes
this is acceptable. The main problem here is
Transport’s wing loading requirements; I’d
take a slightly higher stall speed yet for a
smaller wing. As it is, I’ve had to reduce my

gross weight by a hundred pounds to meet
Transport’s dictates, and the main wing is
pretty big to stow on the side of the vehicle.
I talked to Palmer Stiles, somewhat of a
figure in the Roadable movement, and he
favours the canard layout, but puts the
wings on top, so they fold forward without
getting in the way of the cockpit. They are
mounted asymmetrically when viewed from
the front: grating from an esthetic point of
view, but simple and effective. It would, I
imagine, be somewhat top heavy if cornered hard.
There is another formula that I have
found very instructive in Mr. Hollman’s
book, and that is for the locating of the
aerodynamic centre. In a canard aircraft,
the canard must stall first; this means that
the C of G MUST be ahead of the aerodynamic centre. As the canard gets smaller,
this centre moves back, the main wing gets
bigger and the stall speed goes up. The limiting factor here is how small we can make
the canard without making the main wing
so large that it is impractical to stow in the
desired manner. The biggest wing permissible would be about 11 feet long, 4 feet
deep at the root and 18” chord at the tip.
This gives a wing area of about 78 feet
including the fuselage area, and mandates a
canard of about 35 square feet: biggish
compared to your average EZ or Velocity.
Both the canard and main wing count for
wing area, so the total is about 113 square
feet. 113 times 13.4 is 1514.2 pounds, so
we are somewhat under our desired gross
weight.
Tandem wing
As mentioned before, the larger the
canard, the further forward the aerodynamContinued on page 6
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weights (fuel and baggage) on the aero centre, and your pilots far forward enough to
keep the C of G comfortably forward in all
flight situations.
Three Surface Wing
One configuration that holds promise
is the three surface wing. The Avanti is an
Italian business aircraft that is surprisingly
efficient and outperforms the Beech Starship (a canard configuration) in all respects.
Unfortunately, I don’t have a full set of formulas to explore that possibility, but it
would suggest that it might allow the smaller wing of the conventional surface, with
the use of flaps (I am speculating here) and
small enough canard and tail surfaces to
make their stowage unnecessary: it would
seem to me that if the canard helps take
care of the pitching moment of the main
wing, then the tail surface could be smaller, or closer to the main wing, or both (perhaps with the shorter fuselage of a canard: I
do recall that on the Avanti, the T-tail is

quite close to the main wing).
Whew. I’m done. I hope this provokes
some discussion; I submit it as a learner,
and if there are any comments or corrections, I promise to be not sensitive. I just
can’t put the idea down, but it will be years
before I’m in a position to do anything but
talk. Still, this is big fun.
When we were on holidays in late
June, it was torture watching the weather
and wondering if we were going to be stuck
in a hotel for a few extra nights. For serious
travelling, VFR flight is just too limiting. A
practical roadable aircraft would make our
kind of flying as dependable as IFR flight as
a means of getting there, with the added
bonus of making flying cheaper, far more
practical and safer for everyone. There are a
lot of people who are getting on board with
this concept. It’s just a matter of time before
someone gets it right and a practical Roadable flies off the drawing board and onto
someone’s driveway.
T&B

meaning of FLIGHT. Pilots who have not
tried these graceful craft are missing something from their flying experience. My 2500
hrs flying Ultralights has been fantastic. I
even flew 1000 of that on a Lazair that
weighed 200 lbs.,
and I loved every
minute of it. When I
Come in for a Landing at
had 200 hours
under my belt I
thought i knew
everything there
was to know about
flying, at about
1,000 I had a little
doubt that I knew it
North Ramp
all; at 2,000 hours I
We’re located at Airside Blvd. at Pitt Meadows Airfinally figured out
port... Join us for
that I knew a little
bit and the more I
fly the more I realize
that I have to learn.
This flying business can be a humbling experience, as
well we pilots
Open Weekdays
know. Complacency can be a real
9 am - 4 pm
Hangars
problem for high
11465 Baynes Rd
Tiedowns
time pilots but it can
Pitt Meadows
Fuel and Oil sales
be a killer. The
465-5444
biggest favour a felCoffee and lunch shop
low pilot can do for

another is doing a walkaround on his
friend’s aircraft. We do it so many times we
sometimes don’t see what we should and a
new set of eyes will pick out things that we
miss. We shouldn’t take this as an insult or
belittling; we all should be thankful that we
have friends that will do this for us. I give
my most heartfelt thanks to friends over the
years that have given up a day’s flying to
help me get my bird back in the air. They
were heart warming experiences, when
Gord Brogan worked on my nose wheel all
day, on a beautiful warm summer day and
Larry White who so often has many many
times gone out of his way to help me with
one problem or another and Bryan Evans
who over the years has shoveled a lot of
dirt to keep our runway in top shape at the
Intergalactic. That was when he wasn’t
hard at work flying a Boeing 767 for Air
Canada. THANKS to you guys and many
others over the years. Lest I forget, thanks to
Geoff Rochan, Julius Szalontai, Larry
White, Hal Wilkie, and Gordon Hindle for
showing at the Intergalactic to help put the
finishing touches to the Murphy Renegade
biplane and get the dreaded scourge of the
air, the fRed Baron, into the air to hunt for
Snoopy. I love you all, you warm the cockles of my hear. I get a warm fuzzy feeling
when I think of you all.
Thanks for being my flying BUDDIES
for all these years.
T&B

Roadables Continued from page 5
ic centre gets; also, the stall speed goes
down somewhat; tandem wings can exploit
a slightly higher Coefficient of Lift than their
canard cousins. Further, each wing taken
by itself is smaller than the main wing
would be on a canard; although you would
have four full wings to stow, they would be
less obtrusive than the main wings on a
canard.
The aerodynamic centre is so far forward with this layout that you might want
the engine in the front. If a pusher prop is
still desired, that means a driveshaft running
under or through the cockpit to a PRSU in
the rear of the aircraft (you could have front
wheel drive though!). It would be like
putting a pusher prop on a Q-2 or a Dragonfly. This complication aside, it would
certainly make for a carlike environment. If
you want to keep the engine in the back,
then you will need to put your variable

page 6)
There are still a few, a very few, old
light weight Ultralights around. I take my
hat off to the pilots both male and female
that fly them; they experience the true

Command
Aviation

Breakfast and Lunch
It’s cosy
& the food is great

Page 6
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AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
PARTS AND SUPPLIES
Brackett Air Filters
Gill Batteries
Red Ram 20w50 oil
Champion Oil Filters
Engine Gaskets
Spark Plugs
Scat/Cat Tube
Ameri-King ELT

Windshields
4130 tube/sheet
Instruments
2024T3/6061T6 Tube/Sheet AluControl Cable
minum
Tires/Brakes
Building/Repair Tools
Shock Cords
Poly Fiber Coverings
Sitka Spruce
Baltic Birch Plywood
Dealer Inquiries for RANDOLPH
Spars/Ribs
products
We carry a HUGE Selection of AN hardware
DEMEL AIRCRAFT CORP.
RR#2, SITE 30, COMP 27 PENTICTON AIRPORT
PENTICTON, BC V2A 6J7
(250) 490-9532 1-888-490-9532
FAX: (250) 490-9538

Classified Ads are free (within reason) to
members. Display Ad rates are:
Business Card:$25 per year
1/4 page:
1/2 page
1 page:

$10/month
$15/month
$25/month

$100/yr
$150/yr
$250/yr

Ads that have been in for more than 6
months are subject to removal if space is
required for other stuff. Please contact
George the editor if you want it kept in.
FOR SALE: New 4130 Tubing - most sizes
available. Used - Tripacer Fuselage (comes
with logs), metal prop off 150 hp TRIPACER
(comes with logs) Cessna spring steel gear
legs, misc. wheels, axles, brakes and parts,
misc. instruments (no altimeters!) A75 engine
case, 7 Continental cylinders, some
Lycoming cylinders (big), carbs, mags,
pumps, old radios, etc. Call Pat at home,
533-1839.
WANTED: Medium size air compressor, with
or without tank.
Doug
275-1405
FOR SALE:
52” x 34” Shettler’s propeller with hub,
$100.
Vic Gabas
(604) 853-2778
FOR SALE: SIROCCO PROJECT
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Fuselage, canopy, tail group complete. Air
frame control components done except for
cable. Main-wheel gear, wheels and brakes
done. Tail-spring and wheel included. Panel
made, no instruments. Lycoming 0-290 GPU
Zero-timed. Will Neubert stainless cross-over
exhaust with stainless muffler/shrouds. Bendix PSC5 carb. Bendix mags with non-shielded leads. no starter, starter ring or alternator.
Weldtech engine mount. McCauley prop.
Wings: ribs and minor spars done. Spar
diaphragms done. Two spar-grade spruce
planks. No other wing parts.
$15,000 firm, complete and not interested in
parting-out
Jim Hunter
576-2678
FOR SALE:
1 set (8) 60810 (68763) M10 main bearings
$295 per set
1/2 set (4) of same
$150 per set
1 set (8) 60810 (68763) M003 main bearings
$295 per set
1 set (8) 61662 M10 Rod Bearings $175 per
set.
All bearings fit Lycoming 0-235 and 0-290
(without C/S prop). All are new, perfect but
certs mislaid,
Gogi
(604) 823-6428
FOR SALE:
1957 Tripacer Wings uncovered, all
reworked. New leading edge. New ash tip.

10

Can 0%
adi
an

All Zinc Chromate ready to fabric. Included:
2-18 gal. gas tank, 2 - gas tank cover, landing
light, aileron and flap, front and rear struts.
Asking $4000 Canadian.
Roger Gauthier (Kelowna) (250)-763-1529
(250) 212-0832 (cel)
WANTED: PA 18 or PA 20/22 Wings. Some
damage OK.
946-5881
FOR SALE: Electronic Tach 2.25” with generator (new) $125, 6” castoring tailwheel, $50,
Electronic dimmer control, $25, 2 New
600.6 Goodyear Tires, $125 for pair, Combo
EGT/CHT (needs probes),$50, Tach
Cont.C85-0200, $35, Temp (OAT) guage,
new, $35, Windscreen Ant., Van’s, new,$15,
525 battery (new) never had electrolyte, $75,
Fuel Pressure Guage O/H, $35, Lycoming
Starter 0-290, 0235, 0320, 0360, for $375.
Bob Cutting
275-1603
FOR SALE: Fleet F7 Biplane replica. Very
close to original copy except for uncowled
engine. Engine: Kinner R55 160 hp. Aircraft
is modified for solo operation from rear cockpit. Extra bellytank with wobble pump. Original Fleet wheels, brakes, pedals and stick
column. Original parachute accommodating
bucket seats, oversize tires, Stits covering,
voice activated intercom. Ted Hendrickson
Propeller, manual and extra key magswitch.
$35,000 Canadian.
(604) 478-6048
Classified continued on page 8
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Will consider small antique aircraft engine as
trade-in.
FOR SALE: Some Cont.0-200 parts: Case
(checked, no cracks) Camshaft, Gears, Rods
and Pistons; Carb and spider, Starter (pull
type) and Generator, mags (one is dis-assembled). $2500 for the package, offers considered on individual parts. Also, Prop hub for
Cont. tapered shaft, $350, Wing parts for Taylorcraft BC-12D (disassembled) including
ribs, spars, compression struts, brace wires
and strut fittings. Offers?
Contact David Smith
(604) 513-0353
(604)513-0373 (fax)
Aircraft Painting
Will paint, finish off aircraft for cash or part
share in airplane. Prefer Cessna or Piper.
Value of work is $6-8000 depending on condition of aircraft.
Kevin
580-6264
FOR SALE: One set of 1500 Murphy floats
ready to go.
Ole #45-3931 198 st. Langley BC 514-1280

Buddies
Fred Baron

T’S AMAZING WHAT A PERSON
CAN DO with a few friends. As I
write this a feeling of being the luckiest person in the world, because I have a
lot of good friends that have shared my love
of flying all these years. it all started in
1982; I can’t believe it’s 18 years ago, with
my flying instructor running up and down
the runway yelling instructions to me as I
tried to taxi the big twin lazair ultralight.
His patience with me was above and
beyond the call of duty, but he persevered,
even though I had broken a wheel and bent
some tubes during my initiation. He even
called me at home, knowing I was very discouraged, to encourage me to continue.
His name was Vic Clare and it was the
beginning of Air Flow Aviation that is still
training ultralight pilots, but Vic has long
since gone on to other things. He didn’t
have to convince me to return, I had
already paid the big bucks for my instruction, a whopping $200. I certainly wasn’t
the money he was after, it must have cost
him twice that much to fix the delicate
craft, after I’d been in it.
Finally I soloed and that was the
release of the TERROR OF THE SKIES. I
think I must have driven those air traffic
controllers crazy; they must have had the
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FOR SALE: 6 Factory new Franklin 180 hp
cylinders includes installed valves $300 each,
will not part out.
Tim Novak
271-8586
FOR SALE: Softcom 2 place Intercom ATC2Y, with accessories $110.
Stuart Gear
(604) 941-9402
E-mail:sgear@infoserve.net
FOR SALE:
ELT: ACK E-01, meets TSO c91 - A, complete
with external antenna kit and remote panel
$225.
David Clark Headsets $225 (mostly 10-30
type, helicopter and airplane.
Telex PT-300 PTT $30.
Full map GPS Garmin 195 - Nicad pack,
Pacific NW map chip, PC/MAC computer
cable kit, mounting bracket. $1500 or $1200
without map data chip.
Bendix RSA 10 ED1 Injector Body, no history, $400. Woodward Prop Governor
#210681, no history, $400.
National 360 Parachute, blue with matching

carry bag $900
Christen 5 point aerobatic seat belt harness,
with 2-point Military 3” belt $350
Guido 948-3464 e-mail: glepore@direct.ca
FOR SALE: 4130 Annealed Gauge Plate now
in stock, .025 to .375. We will sell you the
plate or laser cut the parts
Industrial Laser Cutting ltd.
(604) 946-4152, Fax: (604) 946-4153
E-mail: tmw@industriallaser.com
FOR SALE: 1- Miller 200 amp AC/DC H.F.
Tig/stick welding machine - 220V 1 ph.
$1200. 1- Miller 120 amp MIG (wire) welding machine, 110 volt. Portable sheet metal
type, c/w gas kit (almost new) - $800.
Pat O’Donnell
533-1839
FOR SALE: Zenith 250 plans and parts, wing
rib moulds $360. Christavia Mk IV project,
4130 steel tube, wing ribs, flaps ailerons, gear
legs, wheels and brakes, tail stab and rudder,
$3600.
Paul Trudel
532-8570

patience of Job to put up with me. Mr.
Clements at Pitt Meadows was one who
through his patience guided me to many
landings, even though my aviation vocabulary was very lacking. I found it amazing
that here I was flying a 170 lb airplane with
two 6 hp engines with a stall speed of 19
mph and being treated just like an ordinary
pilot and I was never refused landing at Pitt
Meadows or Abbotsford, even with all
those other monstrous flying machines all
around me. I’m sorry to say that Langley
Airport was not so accommodating to ultralights along with Chilliwack and Boundary
Bay. Delta tolerated us, but the years have
passed and a lot of the slow moving flying
machines have been driven out of aviation
along with their funloving pilots due to ever
increasing regulations. Now it is hard to tell
an ultralight from a Piper Cub or Cessna
120 or Luscombe, etc. They’re now bigger
and faster and just like ordinary aircraft.
From not needing even a pilot’s license or
registration to the present where you need
to have instruction of 30 hours or more and
ground school for two weeks to be able to
fly. That’s right back to what it was in 1956
to get a private license on a Fleet Canuck.
I’m sure you’ll all say, “but it’s much SAFER
now”, and maybe you’re right but I sure
was fun back then and when I look back on
it it was usually the pilots who lacked common sense that always got into trouble, and
i don’t think that has changed, has it? I

guess it had to evolve, but I sure miss the
characters that the past attracted; they were
a grand lot. The low cost of flying and the
lack of too many regulations attracted the
free thinkers of the world, the high school
dropouts, the non-academics, the bike riders, the dreamers. It was a cheap way for
them to try this flying they had heard about
and all they needed was a $20 bill for the
first lesson and $3000 for their first aircraft,
and away they went. I’m telling you there
were some great pilots that came out of
those fun lovers. Here are a few names that
I remember; maybe you’ll remember them
too: Jeff Rochan, Ray and Gerry Haynes, Vic
Claire, Dave O’Hara, Neil Featherstone, Jeff
Way, Ron Emmon, Ted Willard, Don and
Betty Ramond, Bob Ritterman, Hal Wilkie,
Craig Smith, Carlos Sanchez, Steve Cowan,
Gord Denham, and many many more. A
few of these pilots flew for the airlines but
said ultralighting was real flying that took
much more seat of the pants skill to get you
in the air and down again. There is a broad
spectrum of men and women that flew
these tiny craft, but I must say these small
airplanes are a dying breed which is sad.
The 180 lb planes are now 1200 lbs, and
the 25 mph planes are 80 mph planes, and
I don’t particularly like the no fun or at
least less fun concept that the ultralight
world seems to have now. let’s be a little
less serious and have more fun. It doesn’t
mean less safe, you know. (Continued on
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