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The TURN AND BANK is the monthly publication of RAAC Chapter 85 and is intended to keep members informed as to the club’s activities, and to promote safety and technical excellence in the field of
sport aviation. No responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed or
implied as to the content of articles contained in the Turn and Bank:
the intention is to provide a forum for discussion and exchange of
ideas.
Newsletter contributions should be mailed to George Gregory,
19470-88th Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 3G5 no later than the 12th of
each month. Business Fax is (604)-469-3495. Please remember to indicate "attention George Gregory" on your fax.
Enquiries to the Membership Chairman should be mailed to Rob
Prior, #204-130 E.11th St., North Vancouver, B.C. V7L-4R3

For inspections of Amateur Built Aircraft Projects contact the
MDRA Inspection Services , ph. 1-877-419-2111
fax 1-519-457-0980 email: mdrainsp@on.aibn.com
Regular Meetings are held on the first Tues. of each month at 20:00 in
the clubhouse:
Delta Airpark, 4103-104th Street Delta, B.C. Clubhouse phone: 5963644
Mailing Address: Chapter 85, RAAC
c/o Delta Heritage Airpark, 4103-104th St., RR#3, Delta, B.C. V4K-3N3
Executive meetings are on the third Tues. of each month at 19:30 in the
clubhouse.
Chapter aircraft pilots, mail cheques (Payable to RAAC Chapter 85) to:
Brad Short, 8052-122a Street.Surrey. B.C. V3W-7R4
RAAC National Homepage: http://www.inforamp.net/~raac
RAA Chapter 85 Homepage: http://home.istar.ca/~airframe/raa_85
Delta Heritage Air Park Homepage: http://home.istar.ca/~bb4
Source for CARS and Chapter 549 Airworthiness Manual:
http://www.aerotraining.com
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Technical
Guy
Tips from the
Western Canada RVator

ments would be interesting to most builders. for investigation is when the aircraft is on the
Brian is an RV builder and an engineer at ground, not while it is still flying. With a fuse
Lucent Technologies - Ed [-of the Western that is out of reach there is no impetus to try to
troubleshoot when you should be flying the
Canada RVator - ed]).
Fuses do not have contact points and a aircraft.
Most people don’t think they are smarter
resettable tripping mechanism as do circuit
breakers. A fuse that is not overstressed will than the entire production aircraft industry in
have a longer MTBF (mean time between fail- all areas. After all, they aren’t designing the
ures; rather like TBO - Ed) than will a circuit
(continued on page 8)
breaker. Oh, and it is
a hell of a lot cheaper.
IR
When a fuse
blows or a breaker
pops there is a reaAircraft Portraits
son. It means that
something is drawing
Rob
Prior
more current than the
Rob Prior
Airframe@istar.ca
robp@vcn.bc.ca
design called for. This
home.istar.ca/~airframe
means that you
3032 Carina Place Burnaby BC V3J 1B5
604/422.8446
should investigate the
#204-130 E.11th Street, North van, B.C. V7L 4R3 Ph. 604/980.7723
problem but the time

A

Fuses or Circuit Breakers?
Brian Lloyd
Technologiesbrian@lloyd.com
Cameron Park, CA
(Brian’s article is from a post to the RV list
regarding the relative merits of fuses and circuit breakers in homebuilt aircraft. I don’t
have the space here to reproduce the entire
context of the post, but I thought Brian’s com-

Annual General
Meeting
Tuesday 3 October 2000
Election of Officers for 2001
The Chapter 85 Executive has requested that I conduct the Election of Officers for
year 2001. At the September general meeting I was asked to publish the election procedure in Turn and Bank. Here it is.
The election will take place at the
Annual General Meeting at 2000 hours on
Tuesday 3 October 2000 at the RAA Chapter 85 clubhouse.
Six executives and two directors are to
be elected. Executive positions are for one
year terms; directors stand for three years.
The six executive positions are President,
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Custodian and Program Director. All current
Chapter 85 members in good standing are
eligible for the executive positions. Candidates for Director must have at least five
years membership in Chapter 85 as of 31
December 2000. Candidates for the executive positions must also be members of, or
agree to become members of the national
RAAC.
The current Executives and Directors
are President Tim Nicholas, Vice-President
Emily Clemens, Secretary Jim Hunter, Treasurer Tim Novak, Custodian Don Souter,
Program Director Dan Lawler, and Direc-
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tors Gogi Goguillot (2000), Bruce Prior
(2000), George Spence (2001), Colin Walker (2001), Terry Wilshire (2002), Rob Prior
(2002). The year denotes the third year of
each director's term.
Nominations are open now and will be
received by me until 3 October 2000
(phone 437-4219 or email bb4@istar.ca).
Nominations will be accepted only if the
nominee agrees. A member may not stand
for more than one position. It is in the best
interests of the chapter that more than one
person be nominated for each position. Any
member may nominate himself or herself.
The name of the nominator will be kept
confidential (except during the open call for
nominations at the AGM).
Voting Procedure

tion, the candidates will be given the
opportunity to speak to the assembly on
their own behalf, but may decline to do so
if they wish.
Mark the ballot with one X, or circle
one name only for each executive position
to be elected.
Mark the ballot with two Xs, or circle
two names only for two directors to be
elected.
Fold ballot once and hand it in to one
of the ballot collectors.
Make your selections clearly. If a
voter's intent is unclear, the ballot will not
be counted.
All chapter members are urged to
attend the Annual General Meeting. Mark
your calendars now!
Bruce Prior, Election Officer

Ballots will be handed out at the AGM
before the final call
for
nominations
Something new (to me, at any rate): a Cessna 182
with a canard (!).Arlington 2000.
begins. Nominations
received before 3
October will be
printed on the ballot.
When candidates are nominated
from the floor at the
AGM, print their
names in the spaces
provided.
Where more
than one candidate
competes for a posi-
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BULLETIN BOARD
If you have questions or problems with
your aircraft construction, we have members
who have developed some expertise in various fields who have volunteered to advise
you on methods, procedures and pitfalls in
the capacity of Builders’ Counselors something along the lines of the former designee
programme. Please respect the fact that
these are volunteers who may not appreciate late calls, and will not return long-distance calls on their answering machines.
Also, none are inspectors, and although
experienced in their various fields, cannot
be held responsible. It is and remains YOUR
project. Their names and numbers are on
page two and will be a regular feature of our
contents page.

Minutes
by Jim Hunter
Minutes of the General Meeting,
5 September, 2000
Call to order: 8:00 pm by President Tim
Nicholas.
Walker/Spence: that the Minutes of the
General Meeting of August 1, 2000 be
adopted as printed in Chapter Newsletter.
Discussion Carried.
Committee Reports:
Treasury: Verbal report by Treasurer Tim
Novak.
A Lancair at Arlington.
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Please note that the locks for the clubhouse and the club hangar have been
changed. If you want a key that works in
both hangar and clubhouse, give Rob Prior a
call at 980-7723.
The Chapter has received a thankyou
letter dated June 15 from BCIT’s Laurie
Clarke (it’s been in my possession for a few
months - ed) thanking the chapter for its
$500 gift for the Recreational Aircraft Association Chapter 85 Bursary for students in
their AME program. Good stuff - we need to
do what we can to promote the cause - this
is another way to do it. Let’s give ourselves a
collective pat on the back.
Last I heard, Norm Helmer is looking
for someone to help with his Paradyne pro-

ject. The Paradyne is a cutting edge new
concept in STOL aircraft that shows
promise. If you’re interested give him a call
at 943-7887.
We have received a lovely note from
Mrs. Molly Jamison and sons thanking the
chapter for a memorial trophy presented by
Tim Nicholas and Emily Clemens in Ira’s
name. She says, in part, “You know, the
wonderful things you have sad and done
during the past 9 months have really made it
somewhat easier. I could never thank you
enough, but I certainly won’t forget.
“I am going to drive out to the airpark,
one of these days, as it has good memories
and I feel that Ira felt it was like a second
home.” Thankyou, Molly. We miss him too.

Membership: Rob Prior: We have 113 full
voting members and 27 honourary.
Aircraft: Tedd McHenry not present but on
his behalf it is reported that the Turbi is performing well with the mods done and new
intercom. Still only one bid received to buy
the J-5; however, Gaetan Myre thinks he
can re-assemble some of the squad who
were working on the re-build before and
get it going again. Exec. to endeavour to
support this.
Library, DHAPCOM: Going well.
RAAC: Bruce Prior:
1) Rob Prior has been nominated as Director for BC Mainland Region for RAAC
National Exec. Other Chapters may have
input on this of course.
2) A Motion: Cutting/Wilshire: that Bruce
Prior represent BC Mainland Region at
RAAC AGM in Vill de Quebec on 22 September. Cost will be about $1000. Discussion Carried. C. Walker and J.Hunter wish

to be recorded as opposed to the motion.
Program: Excellent talk this evening by Mr.
Eric Tegelberg, Sales Manager BC and
Yukon for Shell Aviation products.
Old Business:
Chapter 85 Annual General Meeting is
October 3. Bruce Prior is Nominations/Election Chairman.
Djugashvilli, J. Schikelgruber, A: that we
adjourn. We did.

Please Note that the October
meeting is the Chapter’s
AGM. We will be electing
officers to the executive.

Oops!
The Title page picture (hot air
balloons at dusk) on page 2 of
last month’s Turn and Bank
actually originated with Rob
Prior, not Mark Munzel as previously stated. Sorry Rob, and
thank-you both for all the
excellent pictures you have
supplied.
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Wishing on a
NOTHER NEW ISSUE OF
TURN AND BANK HAS
DROPPED through the mail
slot, and on page four there’s a plane for
sale. The J-5 has joined a long list of projects on the market. Flipping ahead a few
pages, we can see that Jim Hunter’s Sirocco
is still available. As is that Fleet replica. As
is the editor’s Tailwind.
Selling a project requires patience Just
ask Maurice Roundy of Auburn, Maine,
who is also trying to dispose of one. It’s
larger than a J-5 and a Sirocco and a Tailwind combined. It has more engines, too,
but the same number of tails. It’s a Lockheed L-1649A Starliner, the ultimate derivative of the classic Constellation airliner.
The first Lockheed Constellation
appeared during World War Two, but the
type didn’t find its niche until the war
ended and airlines filled the pressurized
cabin with civilians. Through the mid1950s, Lockheed developed progressively
larger, faster, and longer-ranged versions of
the aircraft. Hundreds were sold, to airlines around the globe. The plane’s flying
qualities matched its good looks. The
“Connie” was queen of the skies, in a regal
era.
The ‘50s were good years for air travel.
Passenger trains and ships could not compete with a plane for speed. Yet the airliner
was their equal in comfort. After enjoying
real service from stewards and stewardesses

A

Nothing could match
the Starliner’s range
and speed.
- not to mention real food - an airline passenger could recline his cushioned seat,
stretch his legs, and watch from the plane’s
huge windows as the scenery flowed past.
(Compare that with your last airline flight.
Do you remember the food? The view out
the window? Did you even look out the
window, or were you forced to close the
blind so others could watch an in-flight
movie so bad it couldn’t be shown in any
venue that people might escape from?)

TURN AND BANK October 2000

Star
(or: The Planes in Maine,
Sitting in the Rain)
By Mark Munzel
When the L-1649 entered service in
1957, it turned other airliners into pumpkins. Its majesty can best be shown by a
comparison with a well-known contemporary, the Douglas DC-6B. Both carried 101
passengers, but the Starliner held them in a
longer fuselage (116’-2” vs. 105’-7”). Its
turbo-compound R3350 radials supplied
more power (13,600 hp vs. 10,000) and
speed (350 mph vs. 310, at 22,000 feet).
The DC-6 could fly 3300 miles - barely
enough to reach New York from London if
the winds were right. How pedestrian! With
9,800 gallons of 115/145-octane fuel inside
its 150-foot wing, the Starliner could cover
over 6000 miles or stay aloft for 24 hours.
Soaring over the polar regions, it could
connect San Francisco or Los Angeles to
any city in Western Europe. Nothing could
match the Starliner’s range and speed.
Except a jet, that is. The golden age of
piston airliners ended in 1958, when the
Boeing 707 and DeHavilland Comet 4

brought long distance jet service to the
masses. The forty-four Starliners that were
built for service with Lufthansa, Air France,
and Trans World Airways lasted less than
three years in passenger service. They spent
the rest of their active lives as freighters.
Meanwhile, airline travel became as cheap,
common, and forgettable as mashed potatoes.

Do people care to
recall how air travel
once was?
Do people care to recall how air travel
once was? The thunder of powerful piston
engines? The comfort of firm, well-spaced
seats? Eating off real china with real cutlery? Apparently not. So Maurice Roundy
has learned. Four L-1649 Starliners still
exist, and Mr. Roundy owns three of them.
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He has tried to *give* one away, let alone sell it, but has found no
takers.
It seems he bought the planes with the intention of running an
airline - Maine Coast Airways. Not only was he unsuccessful, but
one of the aircraft wound up stuck on the ground in Stanford,

Come in for a Landing at

Command
Aviation
North Ramp

We’re located at Airside Blvd. at Pitt Meadows Airport... Join us for

Breakfast and Lunch
It’s cosy
& the food is great
Open Weekdays
9 am - 4 pm
11465 Baynes Rd
Pitt Meadows
465-5444
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Hangars
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Fuel and Oil sales
Coffee and lunch shop

Florida. The others are parked on
Roundy’s lot adjacent to the Lewiston-Auburn airport. Although none
is flyable right now, all can be
restored. In fact, Roundy was
working on the Florida example
when I visited Maine in May.
Showing typical northeastern hospitality, his wife let me onto the
property to look at the other two
aircraft. Even standing silent in the
grass, even with parts missing - one
engine and all six rudders had been
taken south for the third plane - the
Starliners projected the power and
grace of a wild animal. Except
they’re much bigger, and they consume fuel and oil instead of meat...
Mr. Roundy wants a Starliner
to fly again for the sake of history.
At the same time, he must feed his
family. He has offered one of the
planes, free of charge, to any group
willing to contract with him for
restoration and maintenance. He
would paint the sponsor’s logos on the reborn Starliner, then display it at airshows and fly-ins. This plan could work - other preserved Constellations in the US and Australia pay their way by selling rides and tours. However, no sponsor has appeared.
Most recently, Roundy has tried to combine e-commerce with

Mr. Roundy wants a Starliner
to fly again for the sake of history.
At the same time, he must feed his
family. He has offered one of the
planes, free of charge, to any group
willing to contract with him for
restoration and maintenance.
vintage aviation. In June, the Stanford Starliner was offered for sale
by Internet auction. His eBay listing hyped the benefits of a Starliner over a Learjet or Gulfstream: “This airplane is slower than a
jet, but it has a lot more room inside. The cost of operations would
be similar; the initial cost would be much less.” The L-1649 listing
drew much attention, but the highest bid of $155,300 US failed to
meet the reserve price.
While waiting for a knight in polished Dural armor, Maurice
Roundy keeps promoting his classic airplanes. He’s created a
website about them: www.starliner.net. He welcomes visitors to
his property. He even holds the occasional open house for enthusiasts of classic airliners, during which he runs the engines on one
Starliner. If he never sells one, it won’t be because he failed to
draw people’s attention.
T&B
Or maybe he should have advertised in Turn & Bank.
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AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
PARTS AND SUPPLIES
Brackett Air Filters
Gill Batteries
Red Ram 20w50 oil
Champion Oil Filters
Engine Gaskets
Spark Plugs
Scat/Cat Tube
Ameri-King ELT

Windshields
4130 tube/sheet
Instruments
2024T3/6061T6 Tube/Sheet AluControl Cable
minum
Tires/Brakes
Building/Repair Tools
Shock Cords
Poly Fiber Coverings
Sitka Spruce
Baltic Birch Plywood
Dealer Inquiries for RANDOLPH
Spars/Ribs
products
We carry a HUGE Selection of AN hardware
DEMEL AIRCRAFT CORP.
RR#2, SITE 30, COMP 27 PENTICTON AIRPORT
PENTICTON, BC V2A 6J7
(250) 490-9532 1-888-490-9532
FAX: (250) 490-9538

Classified Ads are free (within reason) to
members. Display Ad rates are:
Business Card:$25 per year
1/4 page:
1/2 page
1 page:

$10/month
$15/month
$25/month

$100/yr
$150/yr
$250/yr

Ads that have been in for more than 6
months are subject to removal if space is
required for other stuff. Please contact
George the editor if you want it kept in.
FOR SALE: New 4130 Tubing - most sizes
available. Used - Tripacer Fuselage (comes
with logs), metal prop off 150 hp TRIPACER
(comes with logs) Cessna spring steel gear
legs, misc. wheels, axles, brakes and parts,
misc. instruments (no altimeters!) A75 engine
case, 7 Continental cylinders, some
Lycoming cylinders (big), carbs, mags,
pumps, old radios, etc. Call Pat at home,
533-1839.
WANTED: Medium size air compressor, with
or without tank.
Doug
275-1405
FOR SALE:
52” x 34” Shettler’s propeller with hub,
$100.
Vic Gabas
(604) 853-2778
FOR SALE: SIROCCO PROJECT
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Fuselage, canopy, tail group complete. Air
frame control components done except for
cable. Main-wheel gear, wheels and brakes
done. Tail-spring and wheel included. Panel
made, no instruments. Lycoming 0-290 GPU
Zero-timed. Will Neubert stainless cross-over
exhaust with stainless muffler/shrouds. Bendix PSC5 carb. Bendix mags with non-shielded leads. no starter, starter ring or alternator.
Weldtech engine mount. McCauley prop.
Wings: ribs and minor spars done. Spar
diaphragms done. Two spar-grade spruce
planks. No other wing parts.
$15,000 firm, complete and not interested in
parting-out
Jim Hunter
576-2678
FOR SALE:
1 set (8) 60810 (68763) M10 main bearings
$295 per set
1/2 set (4) of same
$150 per set
1 set (8) 60810 (68763) M003 main bearings
$295 per set
1 set (8) 61662 M10 Rod Bearings $175 per
set.
All bearings fit Lycoming 0-235 and 0-290
(without C/S prop). All are new, perfect but
certs mislaid,
Gogi
(604) 823-6428
FOR SALE:
1957 Tripacer Wings uncovered, all
reworked. New leading edge. New ash tip.

10

Can 0%
adi
an

All Zinc Chromate ready to fabric. Included:
2-18 gal. gas tank, 2 - gas tank cover, landing
light, aileron and flap, front and rear struts.
Asking $4000 Canadian.
Roger Gauthier (Kelowna) (250)-763-1529
(250) 212-0832 (cel)
WANTED: PA 18 or PA 20/22 Wings. Some
damage OK.
946-5881
FOR SALE: Electronic Tach 2.25” with generator (new) $125, 6” castoring tailwheel, $50,
Electronic dimmer control, $25, 2 New
600.6 Goodyear Tires, $125 for pair, Combo
EGT/CHT (needs probes),$50, Tach
Cont.C85-0200, $35, Temp (OAT) guage,
new, $35, Windscreen Ant., Van’s, new,$15,
525 battery (new) never had electrolyte, $75,
Fuel Pressure Guage O/H, $35, Lycoming
Starter 0-290, 0235, 0320, 0360, for $375.
Bob Cutting
275-1603
FOR SALE: Fleet F7 Biplane replica. Very
close to original copy except for uncowled
engine. Engine: Kinner R55 160 hp. Aircraft
is modified for solo operation from rear cockpit. Extra bellytank with wobble pump. Original Fleet wheels, brakes, pedals and stick
column. Original parachute accommodating
bucket seats, oversize tires, Stits covering,
voice activated intercom. Ted Hendrickson
Propeller, manual and extra key magswitch.
$35,000 Canadian.
(604) 478-6048
Classified continued on page 8
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Will consider small antique aircraft engine as
trade-in.
FOR SALE: Some Cont.0-200 parts: Case
(checked, no cracks) Camshaft, Gears, Rods
and Pistons; Carb and spider, Starter (pull
type) and Generator, mags (one is dis-assembled). $2500 for the package, offers considered on individual parts. Also, Prop hub for
Cont. tapered shaft, $350, Wing parts for Taylorcraft BC-12D (disassembled) including
ribs, spars, compression struts, brace wires
and strut fittings. Offers?
Contact David Smith
(604) 513-0353
(604)513-0373 (fax)
Aircraft Painting
Will paint, finish off aircraft for cash or part
share in airplane. Prefer Cessna or Piper.
Value of work is $6-8000 depending on condition of aircraft.
Kevin
580-6264
FOR SALE: One set of 1500 Murphy floats
ready to go.
Ole #45-3931 198 st. Langley BC 514-1280

FOR SALE: 6 Factory new Franklin 180 hp
cylinders includes installed valves $300 each,
will not part out.
Tim Novak
271-8586
FOR SALE: Softcom 2 place Intercom ATC2Y, with accessories $110.
Stuart Gear
(604) 941-9402
E-mail:sgear@infoserve.net
FOR SALE:
ELT: ACK E-01, meets TSO c91 - A, complete
with external antenna kit and remote panel
$225.
David Clark Headsets $225 (mostly 10-30
type, helicopter and airplane.
Telex PT-300 PTT $30.
Full map GPS Garmin 195 - Nicad pack,
Pacific NW map chip, PC/MAC computer
cable kit, mounting bracket. $1500 or $1200
without map data chip.
Bendix RSA 10 ED1 Injector Body, no history, $400. Woodward Prop Governor
#210681, no history, $400.
National 360 Parachute, blue with matching

Technical Guy (cont’d from page 3)

same cost and have MTBFs measured in hundreds of thousands of hours instead of hundreds of hours; but the industry is steeped in
tradition. This reminds me of what we at the
Air Force Academy used to say about West
Pointers: two hundred years of tradition
unhampered by progress.
Airplanes don’t usually have the luxury
just pulling over to the side of the road when
the fuse does blow or the belt breaks.
Right. We know how these things fail so
let’s plan for it instead of fixing the problem.
People “know” that electrical systems are
unreliable so they train to deal with an electrical failure rather than spend the same energy
figuring out how to eliminate the failure modes
form the electrical system. Go figure.
Another example are people who train to
fly partial panel because they know that their
vacuum system is going to die and they are
going to have to rely on flying needle-ball and
airspeed. Sure I can fly partial panel but I have
also designed my panel so that I have multiple
sources of power for my electrical gyros. So,
while I might have a gyro failure, I am not
going to have a gyro SYSTEM failure.
Yes, there is more research in the automotive industry than there is in the aviation
industry. I know that electronic ignition
SEEMS more complex and less reliable than
magnetos; it is, in fact, a lot MORE reliable.
There are better ways to wire an aircraft
than the way that was developed back in the
T&B
1930’s.

RV; they are just building per plans. They
aren’t that interested in actually designing an
electrical system that strays too far from
known safe.
Just because Cessna, Piper, and Mooney
did it one way doesn’t mean that they did it
the right way. They have two problems that
we don’t: the old way works well enough that
they don’t think it is worth the money to revisit the design and, if they did change it, some
lawyer would use that info to infer that the old
design was flawed for the purposes of winning a lawsuit.
If you examine the design of the “standard” electrical system you will find that it has
some interesting failure modes that are likely
to take out your whole electrical system. If
you thing about it, you can probably figure
this out for yourself.
Heck, the traditional air powered gyro is
a perfect example. Back in the dim recesses of
aviation history someone discovered that they
could power gyros with air better than with
electricity and that a venturi would provide an
outstanding source of clan power that would
work as long as the airplane was flying.
Nowadays we have high-precision, low
mass, brushless, hall effect AC/DC motors that
are much better for powering iron gyros than
is air. heck we have monolithic silicon gyros
on a chip and fiber-optic gyros that are much
better than our iron gyros; i.e. are about the
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carry bag $900
Christen 5 point aerobatic seat belt harness,
with 2-point Military 3” belt $350
Guido 948-3464 e-mail: glepore@direct.ca
FOR SALE: 4130 Annealed Gauge Plate now
in stock, .025 to .375. We will sell you the
plate or laser cut the parts
Industrial Laser Cutting ltd.
(604) 946-4152, Fax: (604) 946-4153
E-mail: tmw@industriallaser.com
FOR SALE: 1- Miller 200 amp AC/DC H.F.
Tig/stick welding machine - 220V 1 ph.
$1200. 1- Miller 120 amp MIG (wire) welding machine, 110 volt. Portable sheet metal
type, c/w gas kit (almost new) - $800.
Pat O’Donnell
533-1839
FOR SALE: Zenith 250 plans and parts, wing
rib moulds $360. Christavia Mk IV project,
4130 steel tube, wing ribs, flaps ailerons, gear
legs, wheels and brakes, tail stab and rudder,
$3600.
Paul Trudel
532-8570

s

ORT OF AN EENSIE COLUMN this
month.
The rising price of fuel is not an
entirely bad thing. I have watched with
some amusement as the gap between mogas
and aviation fuel has narrowed: but I suppose eventually (perhaps as existing stocks
are used up) we will pay the piper too. At
any rate, it will either hasten the decline of
personal aviation ore it will create more
momentum to find cheaper, more efficient
ways to fly. Somehow, I suspect the latter
will be the case. What form will it take?
Already important steps have been taken:
the AGATE program, development of new
and better aviation technologies. I suspect
the gap between flying for the sheer joy of
flight and flying for personal transportation
will increase. I fly a Cessna 172. It presently
costs me about $25/hour for gas. But what
about when that goes to fifty dollars? I can’t
take my whole family with me much longer
anyways: maybe it’s time to downsize. A
Taylorcraft, perhaps, or a Q2. Maybe an
ultralight. Most of my flying is done just for
fun anyways.
We live in interesting times. I doubt
we’ll ever see really low prices at the pumps
again. Where will it lead us?
T&B
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