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The TURN AND BANK is the monthly publication of RAAC Chapter 85 and is intended to keep members informed as to the club’s activities, and to promote safety and technical excellence in the field of sport
aviation. No responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed or implied
as to the content of articles contained in the Turn and Bank: the intention is to provide a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas.
Newsletter contributions should be mailed to George Gregory,
19470-88th Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 3G5 no later than the 12th of
each month. Business Fax is (604)-469-3495. Please remember to indicate "attention George Gregory" on your fax.
Enquiries, questions about newsletter distribution and address corrections should be mailed to Rob Prior, 3032 Carina Place, Burnaby,
BC V3J 1B5 604/422-8446

For inspections of Amateur Built Aircraft Projects contact the
MDRA Inspection Services , ph. 1-877-419-2111
fax 1-519-457-0980 email: mdrainsp@on.aibn.com
Regular Meetings are held on the first Tues. of each month at 20:00 in
the clubhouse:
Delta Airpark, 4103-104th Street Delta, B.C. Clubhouse phone: 5963644
Mailing Address: Chapter 85, RAAC
c/o Delta Heritage Airpark, 4103-104th St., RR#3, Delta, B.C. V4K-3N3
Executive meetings are on the third Tues. of each month at 19:30 in the
clubhouse.
Chapter aircraft pilots, mail cheques (Payable to RAAC Chapter 85) to:
Brad Short, 8052-122a Street.Surrey. B.C. V3W-7R4
RAAC National Homepage: http://www.inforamp.net/~raac
RAA Chapter 85 Homepage: http://home.istar.ca/~airframe/raa_85
Delta Heritage Air Park Homepage: http://home.istar.ca/~bb4
Source for CARS and Chapter 549 Airworthiness Manual:
http://www.aerotraining.com
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Technical
Guy
Tips from the
Western Canada RVator

High Time RV
Terry Jantzl, Ontario Wing
After three years and far too much flying, I have some observations on how our
aircraft age. I currently have about 800
hours on the hobbs meter. That translates to
approximately 600 hours of flying time. Flying out of a medium-sized airport, as I do,
requires lots of taxiing and hold time. I estimate between 12-18 minutes for every
flight terminating back at my home field.
That accounts for the wide disparity in
”flight time” and “air time”.
With all that taxiing, the tires do take a
beating. I’m on my fourth set of tires right
now. I have tried “cheapies” with mixed
results. The second and third sets were Aero
Trainers at about $48 a tire. I got about 220

Prospective Chapter Members
look for a spot to tie down
hours from the first set, and about 120
hours from the second set. I don’t think my
landing has deteriorated that much. The
second set just didn’t last. I’m running on
Goodyear Flight Special II’s at the moment.
I like the stiffer sidewall, and they appear to
have a lot more rubber to grind off. The stiff
sidewall seems to keep the RV-style wheel
shimmy at bay.
I finally replaced the tail wheel with a
sealed-bearing type. The new wheel is
lighter, maintenance-free, and doesn’t sling
grease all over. The old wheel wore down
about an inch and a half since new.
The airframe is holding up well. At the
250-hour mark I had to replace the rudder

Owner Maintenance Category
Dirk Post Reports On The Experience
experience with converting a certified airplane into the “owner maintained” or OM
for short.
The summer of 1999 saw us (I’m not
the lone owner) with a tired Lycoming
O235C1B in our
Piper Colt. As time
went on the climb
IR
rate had become
anything
but
impressive. Most of
Aircraft Portraits
you will know the
airplane in question, it was rebuilt
Rob
Prior
Rob Prior
Airframe@istar.ca
robp@vcn.bc.ca
on the field at Delta
home.istar.ca/~airframe
in ‘86-’87 after a
3032 Carina Place Burnaby BC V3J 1B5
604/422.8446
previous run-away.
#204-130 E.11th Street, North van, B.C. V7L 4R3 Ph. 604/980.7723
The cost of an

Before the editor gets carried away
with his threats and starts “cutting metal”
for the roadable, or converts the unfinished
Tailwind (I thought the span of the Tailwind
made it roadable), I’d like to share my

A
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due to cracks in the skin. About six cracks
had started at the ends of the internal stiffeners. Part of the problem was the 0.016”
skin, part was due to not installing RTV at
the ends, and part was due to construction
errors. I didn’t get the stiffeners nearly close
enough to either the spar or the trailing
edge. The skin could flex a little, and the
cracks seemed to start where the skin was
loosest.
I picked up three cracks in the aft fuselage skin due to another construction error.
I had an opportunity to fly with Van in the
blue RV-6 many moons ago. Actually, it ws
at Oshkosh 1990, and I remember being
Continued on Page 6
overhaul plus camshaft, rings, bearings,
perhaps a crankshaft plus related parts
appeared prohibitive. It became obvious
that keeping the aircraft legal would
become difficult. We had looked at the OM
category, some proposed regulations were
known but the legislation kept getting
moved back and details were still fluid.
The Colt made its last flight as a certified airplane on November 11,‘99. It was
then dismantled. We would later be very
thankful for not removing the fabric at this
time. We decided on the “phoenix from the
ashes” approach. From the parts provided
by the Colt and fuselage from a longtime
barnresident Tripacer and an O290D2
engine which came to us in a couple of
wheelbarrow loads of parts we started on
an Amateur-built. The engine came first,
with all available advice and professional
help when it came time to put the cylinders
together. The engine has tested out well,
except for the usual oil leaks. An oil cooler
Continued on page 8
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BULLETIN BOARD
If you have questions or problems with
your aircraft construction, we have members who have developed some expertise
in various fields who have volunteered to
advise you on methods, procedures and
pitfalls in the capacity of Builders’ Counselors something along the lines of the former designee programme. Please respect
the fact that these are volunteers who may
not appreciate late calls, and will not
return long-distance calls on their answering machines. Also, none are inspectors,
and although experienced in their various
fields, cannot be held responsible. It is and
remains YOUR project. Their names and
numbers are on page two and will be a reg-

Minutes
by Jim Hunter
Minutes of the General Meeting,
(The Annual General Meeting)
7 November, 2000
Call to order: 8:00 pm by President Tim
Nicholas.
Walker/Spence: that the Minutes of the
General Meeting (the AGM) of 3 October,
2000 be adopted as printed in the Turn and
Bank. Discussion carried.
Correspondence: Received from Canadian
Museum of Flight and Transportation at
Langley a pamphlet offering two for one
admission deal. Good until end of February. In pamphlet box by front door.
Committee Reports:
Treasury: Verbal report by Treasurer Tim
Novak. Tim has copies of our Annual
Financial Report. See him if you wish to
examine same.
Membership: Rob Prior: We have 139
members of all categories. Membership
dues are payable at any time now; get
while they are still cheap!
Aircraft: Tedd McHenry:
1) The J-5 rebuild starting to roll. Gaetan
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ular feature of our contents page.
Last I heard, Norm Helmer is looking
for someone to help with his Paradyne project. The Paradyne is a cutting edge new
concept in STOL aircraft that shows
promise. If you’re interested give him a call
at 943-7887.
Dan Lawler would like you to send
your email addresses to him at:
dan.lawler@kvaerner.com
He will create a database so he can
send announcements about meeting programs, etc. Currently he has a list of about
20 e-mail addresses, and would like to
expand it and keep it up to date.
The December meeting will be the

Chapter’s annual Wine and Cheese bash.
Time is 6 pm to whenever.
If your last name begins with A-H,
bring enough fancy squares or goodies for
four people.
For names starting with J-P: bring fruit
- Strawberries, grapes, sliced melon,also for
four.
R-Z: Veggies and dip, finger food,
enough for four people.
Work on the J-5 to resume: 9:30 am,
Sunday, Nov.26. Contact Geatan Myre at
599-0247. Many hands make light work!
(Presumably at the chapter workshop at
Delta as that’s the last place I saw the J-5.
Check with Gaetan - Ed.)

calling a meeting of all those who want to
be in on it. Engine to be examined and it
will be test run right on the fuselage.
2) The engine from the Turbi has been
retrieved from Sechelt and is at Tedd’s shop
for a severe looking at. All the castings to
be scientifically examined; dye, Zyglo, and
etc.
Buildings: Dan Weinkam: OK. Chap who
has been using the shop both made a donation and joined the Chapter. Obviously a
splendid type! No immediate requests for
the shop but the J-5 project is on wheels
and could be moved out easily.
Library: Don Souter: OK. It’s winter now,
folks; get literate!
RAAC: Bruce Prior: Nothing new. Our
chapter’s nomination for Rob Prior as
Regional Director has been sent in.
Vice President: Emily Clemens: - and working with John Vlake. December meeting is
Wine and Cheese. Turn and Bank will have
an announcement suggesting what to bring
- and a bit for your mates.
DHAPCOM: Terry Wilshire:
1) November 20, 7:30 pm in our Clubhouse
a meeting of the Management Committee.
All may come to this.
2) A first instance ever of theft, this a purse
locked in the trunk of a woman’s car
parked in the lot. Suppose it’s the kind of
thing that can happen when the public is
allowed into a public facility!
Newsletter: George Gregory: going fine.
We all say an excellent article in recent
issue on roadable aircraft. Apparently, even

RAAC “Recreational Flyer” is reprinting it.
(evidently it is a previous article on the
same subject, printed in the Turn and Bank
last summer. -Ed.) As usual, George solicits
material.
Old Business:
From George Spence, AOCIC Remembrance Day Fly-past. Fortunately WX permitted both practice sessions to happen. As
of this writing, Channel 23 calling up zilch
% POP for Saturday the 11th. Have fun!
New Business:
1) On 19 November, GVRD having a
Nature Walk around the area and it finished up at our Club House.
2) On Saturday, 9 December at about 7:00
pm the annual “Lighting of the DC-3” at
Langley. All are invited.
Prior 1 or 2/McHenry: that we adjourn and
thus-Jim Hunter, Scribe.

Want to Learn About
Aircraft Construction
and Repair?
Check Out the J-5 Rebuild!
Talk to Gaetan 599-0247
for details or see note
above in “Bulletin Board”
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‘Twas The Night
Before Christmas...

(slig
htly
Mod
ified
)

was the night before Christmas
and out on the ramp
Not an airplane was stirring,
not even a Champ

He flew the approach
on glideslopes he came,
As he passed all the fixes
he called them by name:

He was chubby and plump,
a right jolly old fool,
and he kindly informed me
that he needed some fuel.

The aircraft were fastened
to the tiedowns with care
in hopes that come morning
they still would be there.

“Now Ringo! Now Tolga!
Now Trini and Bacun!
On Comet! On Cupid! “
What pills was he takin’?

A wink of his eye
and a twist of his toes
led me to know he was desperate
to powder his nose.

The fuel trucks were nestled,
all snug in their spots,
while peak gusts from two-zero
reached 39 knots.

Those last couple of fixes
left controllers confused,
they called down to the office
to give me the news,

I spoke not a word
but went straight to my work,
and I filled up the sleigh,
but I spilled like a jerk.

And I at the fuel desk,
now finally caught up,
had just settled comfortable
down on my butt.

The message they left
was both urgent and dour:
“When Santa lands,
could he please call the tower?”

He came out of the restroom
with a sigh of relief
and then picked up a phone
for a flight service brief.

When over the radio,
there arose such a clatter,
I turned up the scanner
to see what was the matter.

He landed like silk,
with the sled runners sparking,
Then I heard “Exit at Charlie”
and “Taxi to parking.”

And I thought, as he silently
scribed in his log,
That with Rudolph, he could land
in eighth-mile fog.

A voice clearly heard
over static and snow,
asked for clearance to land
at the airport below.

So up to the offices
the coursers they flew,
with loud airplane noise
and St. Nicholas too.

Next, he completed his preflight,
from the front to the rear,
then he put on his headset
and I heard him yell “Clear!”

He barked out his transmission
so lively and quick,
I could have sworn that the call sign
he used was “St. Nick”.

He stepped out of the sleigh,
but before he could talk
I had run out to him
with my best set of chocks.

And laying a finger
on his push-talk,
He called up the tower
for his clearance and squawk.

Away to the window
I flew like a flash,
Sure that it was only
Horizon’s late Dash.

He was dressed all in fur,
which ws covered with frost
and his beard was all blackened
from reindeer exhaust.

“Straight out on two-zero,”
the tower called forth,
“and watch for a Cessna
straight in from the North”

Then he called his position
and there could be no denial,
“This is St. Nicholas One
and I’m turning on final.”

His breath smelled like peppermint,
gone lightly stale
and he smoked on a pipe,
but he didn’t inhale.

But I heard him exclaim,
‘ere he climbed in the night,
“Happy Christmas to all
I have traffic in sight.”

When what to my wondering
eyes should appear,
A Rutan sleigh,
and eight Rotax Reindeer.

He had a broad face
and his armpits were smelly,
and his boots were as black
as a cropduster’s belly.

by Phyllis Moses
borrowed from the December 1998
Cavalcade as contributed by Ken Beanlands

T
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hour mark. Any
place where there
were cracks in the
gel coat on the
fibreglass parts has
eventually worked
through the paint. I
have fine hairline
cracks just behind
the spinner and in
the corners of the
air inlets. I think the
gel coat was damaged when the
cowl was removed
from the mold.
These little cracks
must
be
ground
out
and
filled before paintTechnical Guy continued from page 6
ing.
The battle of the stone chips never
somewhat disappointed at all the sheet
metal banging in the back while we were stops. I have extra paint left over, and touch
taxiing on the ramp at Fond du Lac. I decid- up minor damage as I discover it. The prop
ed I was going to stop any oil canning in takes a regular beating. I have found it’s
that area on my own RV. I now realize that easier to maintain a polished prop than to
stiffeners on big expanses of flat skin need try to keep one painted. The flat black on
to be fixed to the bulkheads in some way. the back of the blades gets a fresh coat
All the flexing in the skins gets transferred every year. I use 3M leading edge tape on
to the ends of a floating stiffener with less any parts of the tail wheel assembly that
face into the prop blast. Periodic replacethan desirable results.
The airplane was painted at the 300 ment keeps that area looking good.
The cabin interior has worn well. I
used a minimum of
Come in for a Landing at
fabric and as many
powder-coated panels as possible. I was
concerned about the
leather seats, as they
were fairly thin
hides, suitable for
the garment indusNorth Ramp
try. They still look
We’re located at Airside Blvd. at Pitt Meadows Airalmost brand new.
port... Join us for
Hard to believe with
over 250 different
sets of cheeks
placed on them. I
am adamant about
not stepping on the
seats when boarding, and that has
Open Weekdays
probably helped.
The only instrument
9 am - 4 pm
Hangars
panel
problems
11465 Baynes Rd
Tiedowns
encountered so far
Pitt Meadows
Fuel and Oil sales
have been a tach
465-5444
(Mitchell 2.25”) that
Coffee and lunch shop
stopped recording
Some of the gang at Delta

Command
Aviation

Breakfast and Lunch
It’s cosy
& the food is great
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hours and an intercom (PS II Engineering)
that stopped intercomming. The RC Allen
vacuum gyros have endured hundreds of
rolls and are still functioning perfectly. In
fact, the DG doesn’t even require a heading
reset during a one-hour flight. Due to the
design of the tip-up canopy and my lack of
waterproofing devices, my Terra radios get
a drenching every year during the Oshkosh
trek. This year was no exception. I have
finally done something about it. The Terras,
to their credit, get thoroughly dried out and
recuperate to live another day.
The engine compartment has fared
almost as well as the interior. Except for a
persistent oil seep from the split line on the
front part of the case, everything shows little
wear. I do give the firewall forward a good
solvent cleaning every oil change, because
of the oil leak, and that gives me a good
chance to inspect all the important bits. I
have found that even aluminum angle
0.125” thick will fail if used as brackets and
bolted to the big noise-maker up front. I
have suspended my exhaust system from
the case, as conventional legend prescribes,
and anywhere aluminum was used, it
cracked. I now have stainless steel stuff supporting all exhaust components. The baffle
kit I purchased from Van’s has held up perfectly. I even have the original hinge and
pin holding the two cowls together behind
the spinner. That has been a problem area
for many builders. I bent the pins up on the
morning of the first test flight, and they’ve
survived there ever since. Go figure!
All the hoses were fire-sleeved at
installation, and they are easy to keep clean
and looking nice. The fact that I can keep
my RV inside out of the weather plays an
important part in the longevity of the expensive parts. Since I usually get some airtime a
couple of times a week, I keep the engine
warm all winter as well. With an old sleeping bag thrown over the cowl (my original
bag with cowboy print lining) for the heat
retention, and the foam stuffed in the nostrils, the oil stays around 100 degrees F.
Makes for easy engine starts and little
chance for moisture - read “corrosion” - to
get a foothold.
The biggest surprise of all for a high
time RV is the amount of fuel that flows
through its veins. I estimate over 6300 U.S.
gallons (approximately 24,000 litres) have
been turned into noise, heat, and grins. My
little RV has given me a reason to continue
working. I have to buy more gas!
T&B

TURN AND BANK December 2000

AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
PARTS AND SUPPLIES
Brackett Air Filters
Gill Batteries
Red Ram 20w50 oil
Champion Oil Filters
Engine Gaskets
Spark Plugs
Scat/Cat Tube
Ameri-King ELT

Windshields
4130 tube/sheet
Instruments
2024T3/6061T6 Tube/Sheet AluControl Cable
minum
Tires/Brakes
Building/Repair Tools
Shock Cords
Poly Fiber Coverings
Sitka Spruce
Baltic Birch Plywood
Dealer Inquiries for RANDOLPH
Spars/Ribs
products
We carry a HUGE Selection of AN hardware
DEMEL AIRCRAFT CORP.
RR#2, SITE 30, COMP 27 PENTICTON AIRPORT
PENTICTON, BC V2A 6J7
(250) 490-9532 1-888-490-9532
FAX: (250) 490-9538

Classified Ads are free (within reason) to
members. Display Ad rates are:
Business Card:$25 per year
1/4 page:
1/2 page
1 page:

$10/month
$15/month
$25/month

$100/yr
$150/yr
$250/yr

Ads that have been in for more than 6
months are subject to removal if space is
required for other stuff. Please contact
George the editor if you want it kept in.
FOR SALE: New 4130 Tubing - most sizes
available. Used - Tripacer Fuselage (comes
with logs), metal prop off 150 hp TRIPACER
(comes with logs) Cessna spring steel gear
legs, misc. wheels, axles, brakes and parts,
misc. instruments (no altimeters!) A75 engine
case, 7 Continental cylinders, some
Lycoming cylinders (big), carbs, mags,
pumps, old radios, etc. Call Pat at home,
533-1839.
WANTED: Medium size air compressor, with
or without tank.
Doug
275-1405
FOR SALE:
52” x 34” Shettler’s propeller with hub,
$100.
Vic Gabas
(604) 853-2778
FOR SALE: SIROCCO PROJECT
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Fuselage, canopy, tail group complete. Air
frame control components done except for
cable. Main-wheel gear, wheels and brakes
done. Tail-spring and wheel included. Panel
made, no instruments. Lycoming 0-290 GPU
Zero-timed. Will Neubert stainless cross-over
exhaust with stainless muffler/shrouds. Bendix PSC5 carb. Bendix mags with non-shielded leads. no starter, starter ring or alternator.
Weldtech engine mount. McCauley prop.
Wings: ribs and minor spars done. Spar
diaphragms done. Two spar-grade spruce
planks. No other wing parts.
$15,000 firm, complete and not interested in
parting-out
Jim Hunter
576-2678
FOR SALE:
1 set (8) 60810 (68763) M10 main bearings
$295 per set
1/2 set (4) of same
$150 per set
1 set (8) 60810 (68763) M003 main bearings
$295 per set
1 set (8) 61662 M10 Rod Bearings $175 per
set.
All bearings fit Lycoming 0-235 and 0-290
(without C/S prop). All are new, perfect but
certs mislaid,
Gogi
(604) 823-6428
FOR SALE:
1957 Tripacer Wings uncovered, all
reworked. New leading edge. New ash tip.

10

Can 0%
adi
an

All Zinc Chromate ready to fabric. Included:
2-18 gal. gas tank, 2 - gas tank cover, landing
light, aileron and flap, front and rear struts.
Asking $4000 Canadian.
Roger Gauthier (Kelowna) (250)-763-1529
(250) 212-0832 (cel)
WANTED: PA 18 or PA 20/22 Wings. Some
damage OK.
946-5881
FOR SALE: Electronic Tach 2.25” with generator (new) $125, Electronic dimmer control,
$25, Combo EGT/CHT (needs probes),$50,
Temp (OAT) gauge, new, $35, Windscreen
Ant., Van’s, new,$15, GPS Garmin 12XL
$250, David Clarke H10-40, new, $250,
Fuel Pressure Gauge O/H, $35, Lycoming
Starter 0-290, 0235, 0320, 0360, for $375.
Bob Cutting
275-1603
FOR SALE: Fleet F7 Biplane replica. Very
close to original copy except for uncowled
engine. Engine: Kinner R55 160 hp. Aircraft
is modified for solo operation from rear cockpit. Extra bellytank with wobble pump. Original Fleet wheels, brakes, pedals and stick
column. Original parachute accommodating
bucket seats, oversize tires, Stits covering,
voice activated intercom. Ted Hendrickson
Propeller, manual and extra key magswitch.
$35,000 Canadian.
(604) 478-6048
Will consider small antique aircraft engine as
trade-in.
Classified continued on page 8
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FOR SALE: Some Cont.0-200 parts: Case
(checked, no cracks) Camshaft, Gears, Rods
and Pistons; Carb and spider, Starter (pull
type) and Generator, mags (one is dis-assembled). $2500 for the package, offers considered on individual parts. Also, Prop hub for
Cont. tapered shaft, $350, Wing parts for Taylorcraft BC-12D (disassembled) including
ribs, spars, compression struts, brace wires
and strut fittings. Offers?
Contact David Smith
(604) 513-0353
(604)513-0373 (fax)
Aircraft Painting
Will paint, finish off aircraft for cash or part
share in airplane. Prefer Cessna or Piper.
Value of work is $6-8000 depending on condition of aircraft.
Kevin
580-6264
FOR SALE: One set of 1500 Murphy floats
ready to go.
Ole #45-3931 198 st. Langley BC 514-1280
FOR SALE: 6 Factory new Franklin 180 hp
cylinders includes installed valves $300 each,

will not part out.
Tim Novak
271-8586
FOR SALE: Softcom 2 place Intercom ATC2Y, with accessories $110.
Stuart Gear
(604) 941-9402
E-mail:sgear@infoserve.net
FOR SALE:
ELT: ACK E-01, meets TSO c91 - A, complete
with external antenna kit and remote panel
$225.
David Clark Headsets $225 (mostly 10-30
type, helicopter and airplane.
Telex PT-300 PTT $30.
Full map GPS Garmin 195 - Nicad pack,
Pacific NW map chip, PC/MAC computer
cable kit, mounting bracket. $1500 or $1200
without map data chip.
Bendix RSA 10 ED1 Injector Body, no history, $400. Woodward Prop Governor
#210681, no history, $400.
National 360 Parachute, blue with matching
carry bag $900
Christen 5 point aerobatic seat belt harness,

with 2-point Military 3” belt $350
Guido 948-3464 e-mail: glepore@direct.ca
FOR SALE: 4130 Annealed Gauge Plate now
in stock, .025 to .375. We will sell you the
plate or laser cut the parts
Industrial Laser Cutting ltd.
(604) 946-4152, Fax: (604) 946-4153
E-mail: tmw@industriallaser.com
FOR SALE: 1- Miller 200 amp AC/DC H.F.
Tig/stick welding machine - 220V 1 ph.
$1200. 1- Miller 120 amp MIG (wire) welding machine, 110 volt. Portable sheet metal
type, c/w gas kit (almost new) - $800.
Pat O’Donnell
533-1839
FOR SALE: Zenith 250 plans and parts, wing
rib moulds $360. Christavia Mk IV project,
4130 steel tube, wing ribs, flaps ailerons, gear
legs, wheels and brakes, tail stab and rudder,
$3600.
Paul Trudel
532-8570

Owner Maintenance
Continued from page 3

tions yet AND that although an inspection
prior to issuing a flight permit was at their
discretion, it would take place. Also that on
the priority list I’d be well behind the commercial inspections. No argument there! At
a later meeting I was asked if I was sure I
wanted to proceed with this, as reversing
the process was akin to unfrying an egg,
nearly impossible. The cost in fees was less
than $200, and there would be no extra
charge for the inspection. Although an airplane does not have to be flyable at the
time of inspection, I felt better if it were, so
the inspection would take place at my
request. The spring and summer were spent
putting the Colt back together.
At the time of inspection I was given a
quick lesson in rigging ailerons the easy
way, and at that time the decals were
applied and I stamped an X behind the serial numbers of the airframe, propeller and
engine, photos were taken and are kept on
file. The decals that have to be applied to
the side a passenger would see were
approved. At first sight the warning seems
very wordy and long. However, Gordon
Hindle made up a couple of very professional looking decals using letters of proper
height but compressed widthwise. The X’d
Colt has now been flying since Sep 13. The
O290 gives a very impressive climb rate,
we didn’t think it would do much for cruise
speed and it hasn’t. I’d like to end this with

a couple of observations and cautions.
-Although not totally impossible,
reversing to certified status would be difficult and expensive.
-Aircraft eligibility can be obtained
from the internet. It appears to have
changed somewhat. At first fixed pitch propellers and fixed landing gear were essential. There seem to be exceptions now.
-It is still OK for an AME to work on an
OM airplane, but the owner not the AME
must sign for the work
-The airplane can keep the same registration it had before.
-Because the OM category still operates on a ministerial exemption, a flight permit, the FAA in the U.S.A. have not recognized it, and until the full legislation is in
place, transborder flights are out.
-The Transport inspector asked me to
stress that a careful watch is maintained on
the safe operation of OM aircraft.
There were a few delays on the way to
completing the paper work, but I knew that
ahead of time, and they were not undue
delays. I was treated with all the courtesy
one could hope for by the staff at the
Abbotsford office. If any errors have crept
into this article do not hesitate to correct
me, it is important that this kind of information is accurate.
The OM category is going to help a lot
T&B
of owners to stay legal.

and filtering system were installed. The
muffler and heatmuff were discarded as it is
almost guaranteed to leak exhaust into the
cabin at some time. The pistons came from
an O290D (no dome, lower compression),
so the engine is really derated to 125HP.
All this brought us to about May this year
when news came that pending legislation, a
ministerial exemption was in place to allow
airplanes to be reclassified as “owner maintained”. At the time of writing the permanent legislation is not yet in place, so OM
aircraft fly on what is known as a “flight
permit-special purpose-owner maintained”.
Since we were still in a position with
the Colt to allow a 180 degree turn, the
decision was made to apply for this rather
than go the amateur-built route. This would
allow us to be back in the air this year
rather than a hazy future date. Since I’m
retired I was given the job of getting the
paperwork in order. I made application at
the Abbotsford Airport office of Transport
Canada. For those of you who haven’t been
there it is right beside the Voodoo. The
inspector and I had a good and frank discussion about the pros and cons. I was also
told that I was the first applicant and that I
would have to exercise patience as he
hadn’t had a chance to look at the regula-
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