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On The Cover:
A gorgeous Staggerwing. Mark Munzel picture.
Above: The eagles don’t seem to mind DHAP...
recent picture of our kin perched on 104th.
The TURN AND BANK is the monthly publication of RAAC
Chapter 85 and is intended to keep members informed as
to the club’s activities, and to promote safety and technical
excellence in the field of sport aviation. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the content
of articles contained in the Turn and Bank: the intention is to
provide a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas.
Newsletter contributions should be mailed to George
Gregory, 19470-88th Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 3G5 no
later than the 12th of each month. Business Fax is (604)469-3495. Please remember to indicate "attention George
Gregory" on your fax. George’s email address is:
gregdesign@telus.net
Enquiries to the Membership Chairman should be mailed to
Rob Prior, 3032 Carina Place, Burnaby, B.C. V3J 1B5

For inspections of Amateur Built Aircraft Projects contact
the MDRA Inspection Services , ph. 1-877-419-2111
fax 1-519-457-0980 email: mdrainsp@on.aibn.com
Regular Meetings are held on the first Tues. of each
month at 20:00 (8pm) in the clubhouse:
Delta Airpark, 4103-104th Street Delta, B.C. Clubhouse
phone: 596-3644
Mailing Address: Chapter 85, RAAC
c/o Delta Heritage Airpark, 4103-104th St., RR#3, Delta,
B.C. V4K-3N3
Executive meetings are on the third Tues. of each
month at 19:30 (7:30 pm) in the clubhouse.
Chapter aircraft pilots, mail cheques
(Payable to RAAC Chapter 85) to:
Tedd McHenry
RAAC National Homepage: http://www.raa.ca
RAA Chapter 85 Homepage: http://www.b4.ca/raa_85
Delta Heritage Air Park Homepage: http://home.istar.ca/
~bb4
Source for CARS and Chapter 549 Airworthiness Manual:
http://www.aerotraining.com

by Mark Munzel ...................................................................... 5
Classified........................................................................................ 6

RECREATIONAL
AIRCRAFT
ASSOCIATION
CANADA
Delta Heritage Airpark
Vancouver, B.C.
President:
Tim Baker
588-0333
Past President:
Tim Nicholas
572-1845
Vice President:
Gerard Van Dijk
Secretary:
Jim Hunter
576-2678
Treasurer:
Don Souter
572-6279
Membership:
Rob Prior
422-8446
Librarian:
John MacCready
Prgrm Chairman:
Dan Lawler
536-1536
A/CChairman:
Tedd McHenry
574-4764
Hangar, Workshop, and Building Committee
Co-Chairmen:
Dan Weinkam
939-4745
Dave Bell
Newsletter:
Production:
George Gregory
882-8016
Ass’y and Distribution: Lothar Juraski
942-0700
Marketing:
Don Souter
572-6279
Check Pilots:
Tedd McHenry
574-4764
Terry Wilshire
273-4741
946-4152 (bus) 293-0663 (pager)
Directors

Builder’s Counselors:
Structures:
Composites
Propellers and Wood:
Engines
Steel
Aluminum
Computers in Aviation
General

Rob Prior
Dan McGowan
Bruce Prior
Paul Trudel
Bob Cutting
John Bell

980-7723
324-3348
437-4219
532-8570
275-1603
596-8373

Dan McGowan
Gordon Hindle
Colin Walker
John Vlake
Pat O’Donnell
George Worden
Rob Prior
Paul Trudel

324-3348
535-0592
581-9602
820-9088
533-1839
433-5564
980-7723
532-8570

Technical
Guy
Gary Wolf
Grinder Explosions
A few weeks ago a member of my
chapter brought a copy of the Australian
sport aviation magazine, with a letter to the
editor from a fellow who had burnt himself
severely when grinding some aluminum.
Apparently there was a loud explosion and a
huge orange flame, resulting in third degree
burns to the builder. It appears that the
fellow had inadvertently created Thermite by

having previously ground some steel. Since
on a daily basis, I alternately grind all sorts
of materials on my belt grinder, I thought it
might be advisable to check this out.
I did a search on Google for “Thermite”
and was directed to a couple of papers on the
subject, one from an anarchist’s handbook,
and the other from a science textbook site.
They both explained that if finely-divided
dry iron oxide is mixed in the correct proportions with aluminum powder, it produces
the powerful explosive that is known as Thermite. The aluminum reduces the iron oxide
to produce aluminum oxide and free iron,
plus a lot of heat as the reaction is exothermic. It releases heat in amounts large enough
to melt the iron immediately and to burn
through steel hulls of ships and bank vaults,
and in this case, the fellow’s leg. Before you
go out to buy more grinders to segregate

Do Something Continued on Page 5

your filings, you should know that it takes
much more than a spark or flame to set off
this reaction. Both references suggested a
magnesium flare as being suitable to initiate
the reaction, and they were quite specific
about the proportions of rust and aluminum.
I expect that in this case, the fellow must
have previously been grinding magnesium,
perhaps from a set of VW engine cases and
inadvertently created the right conditions.
Still, it gives one pause to think.
Editors note: Another danger exists when
you grind aluminum on a bench grinder.
The wheels will absorb the aluminum and
become quickly saturated. The result is an
imbalance and an unstable grinder wheel
which can fly apart causing great harm to
the operator. DO NOT GRIND ALUMINUM
WITH A STONE WHEEL!

Publishing and Design Services
Magazines, Logos, Newsletters
George Gregory
gregdesign@telus.net
(604) 882-8016

wreckchasers treat a crash site like Boy Scouts treat a forest: they take
only pictures and leave only footprints. Sadly, the dedicated and
respectful folks tend to be outnumbered by numbskulls who stumble
upon a wreck and proceed to (1) carve their initials in it and (2) take
things. Accessible and reasonably intact wrecks in our corner of the
world include a T-33 on Cypress Mountain, Cansos and a C-47 on
Vancouver Island, and a B-17 across the border in Olympic National
Forest. There are others, but discovering them is part of the appeal.
For more on the subject, visit www.aviationarchaeology.com.
Owning an Airplane (or a Large Portion Thereof)
Aviation would be much more affordable if your plane never
flew, right? Well, why not buy one just to display on the ground?
Say, in your yard? Businesses used to do this to get attention, and
museums still do. So why not private citizens? The Canadian and
US governments won’t let you have a retired military aircraft unless
you’re a registered museum. But there are some out there that have
been grandfathered - I’ve seen retired T-33s and Beech Musketeers
in Ontario front yards, for instance. And there are no such restrictions on ex-civil aircraft. (However, please
check your municipal bylaws before taking
my word.) Planes that can’t fly cost much less
to purchase than ones that can. You’ll have to
keep it painted and clear away bird nests, but
think of what you’ll save on gas and insurance
- especially if you acquire a jet!
If you lack room at home for the whole
plane, there are companies in the US that can
sell you cockpit parts as furniture. Imagine
reclining on an ejection seat in your living
room! On second thought, don’t - in all
things, a point can be reached where you’ve
gone too far.

Serves the Canadian Sport Flyer.

Aircraft Portraits

Rob Prior

www.b4.ca/airframe
rv7@b4.ca

3032 Carina Place, Burnaby, BC, V3J 1B5
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Bulletin Board
Last I heard, Norm Helmer is looking for someone to help or take over his
Paradyne project. The Paradyne is a cutting edge new concept in STOL aircraft
that shows promise. He’s now residing
at the George Kerby Centre in Burnaby.
His phone number is (604) 527-8970.
Dan Lawler would like you to send
your email addresses to him at:
dan.lawler@kvaerner.com
He will create a database so he can
send announcements about meeting
programs, etc. Currently he has a list of
about 20 e-mail addresses, and would
like to expand it and keep it up to date.

Minutes
Jim Hunter

Minutes of the General Meeting,
4 March 2003
Call to order: 8:00 pm by President
Tim Baker
Hunter/Simpson: that the Minutes of the
General meeting of 4 February, 2003 be
adopted as printed in the Turn and Bank.
Discussion Carried.
Correspondence: None.
Committee Reports:

The Chapter’s second
aircraft carrier trailer is
for sale. It’s a gem!
$480 or best reasonable
offer. It’s at John Keon’s
place 16301 - 20 Ave.,
Surrey ph. 536-8589
or call
Jim Hunter at 576-2678.
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Want to learn more about aircraft
construction? Want to contribute to the
community good? Get involved in the J5 project! Also, we are looking for help
from someone knowlegable in fabric
work. Talk to a member of the executive
and they’ll put you in contact with the
right people.
George is looking for pictures you
may have of aircraft for his Stock picture
collection. These will be used in future
issues of the Turn and Bank as needed
as well as use in the Recreational Flyer
when a nice picture is needed for
articles and fillers. And it goes without

saying that I’m always looking for good
articles for the newsletter.
The Annual Bash has been sceduled
for April 5 at the Sundance, same place
as last year. Details will be following, or
contact a member of the executive. Their
phone numbers are on page 2.The 2003
DHAP Fly-In has been sceduled for July
5. This comes after Langley’s Canada
Day Celebrations, but a few days before
Arlington. See you there!
And speaking of Arlington, the EAA
NorthWest Fly-In begins July 9, and
runs throught to Sunday, July 13. Maybe
there‘ll be a Tailwind there this year...

Treasury: Verbal report by Treasurer Don
Souter.
Membership: Rob Prior: We have 132 as of
the evening of which 28 are complimentary.
Only 22 of last year’s members have not
renewed.
Library: John Macready: Gong fine. Stuff has
been made more readily accessible.
Vice President: Gerrard Van Dijk: Tickets for
the Annual Bash now available at $25 each.
Bash is on April 5, opening at 6:00 pm at Sun
Dance near Ladner.
Newsletter: George Gregory: Going fine.
needs material (so what else is new? -Ed).
Aircraft: Tedd McHenry: 3.9 hours on the
Turbi in Febrary. And from Gaetan on the J5: Wings and control surfaces covered. Out
of dope. On the fuselage; no covering until
internal bits done and that’s next - plumbing,
electrical, instruments et al. Still room for

more volunteers.
RAAC: Rob Prior: Still looking for Technical
Advisors for the new program. See Rob.
Airpark Committee (DHAPCOM)
Terry
Wilshire: Breakfast Sunday the 9th. Wright
Flyer Program being scaled down and will
occur along with the Chapter Fly in in July.
Old Business:
1) Chapter Fly In: Getting good response
from other groups, Langley Small engine
Club and the model A fanciers probably will
be there.
New Business: None.
Hubble/Elgood: that we adjourn and, so
saying, we did.
Jim Hunter, Secretary.

Lindair Services Ltd.
Announces A New Product Line
To Save You Time And Money!

Superflight

Covering & Finishing System.
Superflight 102 & Dacron Fabrics
Call us for your recovering needs
604-273-4511
1-800-663-5829
Support@lindairservices.com
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Do Something!
Are
you
weary
of
waiting for
flying season to return? Fearful that you
can’t afford to fly this year because of high
fuel prices? Running out of motivation to
finish that RV or Glasair in your basement?
Maybe you need a hobby!
One of the best ways to renew a flagging passion for aviation is to develop a new
hobby related to it. There are far more outlets than being a pilot or a builder. Indeed,
there are far more outlets than there is room
to list them in Turn & Bank. So the following
survey will emphasize some of the lesserknown ones. I’ll assume you’re familiar with
collecting books and magazines; watching
aviation movies and videos; collecting aviation art or aircraft stamps; taking photos (see
last September’s T&B); building plastic or
wooden models; RC flying; toying with flight
simulators on a computer; and of course,
designing your own roadable aircraft.
A word of caution: some of the activities
below may be addictive. You may need to
reassure your wife or husband that you aren’t
wasting time, space, or money. But she or he
should be delighted that you’re having fun.

By Mark Munzel

Die-cast Models
Remember playing with die-cast metal
cars from Corgi and Matchbox in your
youth? Then you grew up and became
interested in aviation. Now so have they!
But their new products aren’t toys - they’re
accurate and finely detailed replicas, made
to exact scale. Several American, Japanese,
and Italian companies also sell die-cast aviation collectables.
The models come fully assembled,
much to the relief of people like me who
lack the time or fine motor skills to build
things. Although there are few classic GA
aircraft and several military types available,
the biggest market - and the biggest selection - seems to be small-scale airliners. I
have met several people who own five or six
colourful diecast Boeings and Airbuses, representing the exotic airlines on which they’ve
flown. I have also met a guy who owns 130
Boeing 747s, all in different markings. To
Turn and Bank

see for yourself what plies the die-cast skies,
visit Aviation World at Vancouver airport or
online at www.aviationworld.net. Another
good place to look is www.colectorslaneh
obbies.com.
Paper Models
Paper card aircraft models have been
around for decades, although plastic and
wood have always eclipsed them. That’s
one of the many things the Internet is
changing. If you have the eyesight and
dexterity, and aren’t afraid of paper cuts,
go to www.fiddlersgreen.net. Rather than
buy these models at a hobby shop, you
download them to your computer and print
them. When cut out and assembled, they
look far more sophisticated than a piece of
paper deserves to. And if your model is a
failure, toss it into the recycling bin and print
another.
Airline Collectables
Next time you’re in an airliner, look
around the cabin. Pretty much everything
you’ll see is collected by somebody: inflight magazines, safety cards, air sickness
bags, headsets.... Somewhat more rational
people collect the quality stuff airlines used
in the past: china, metal cutlery, promotional
photos and postcards, timetables, stickers
and pins, etc. If you’re intrigued, an Internet
search will turn up dozens of personal websites about these items.
Aviation Clothing
Some people collect uniforms. Others
collect portions thereof, like jackets, insignia
and patches, or helmets and goggles. On the
more accessible side, everybody reading this
has at least one aviation-themed ball cap,
right? And I can’t be the only RAA member
for whom a collection of aviation T-shirts
forms the nucleus of a casual wardrobe.
Taking Numbers
Enough about collecting. Ever hear of
“Trainspotting?” This is its aviation cousin.
For it, you will need binoculars and a notebook. The rest is simple: every time you visit
an airport, write down the registrations of all
5

the planes you see. You may want to record
the aircraft type, paint scheme, and operator
too. When you fill the book, start another
one. Ultimately, you’ll build up a log of what
planes you’ve “spotted,” where, and when.
What do you do with this record? Beats
me. Frankly, as a hobby this sounds as dull
as learning Sumerian, but it’s enormously
popular in Europe. (Sadly, it’s also endangered in our post 9/11 world. While changing planes in Chicago last month, I watched
a pack of British “regie spotters” flutter
excitedly through the terminal like a flock of
bushtits, waving their binos and notebooks
and chirping excitedly about the airliners
outside. But the people around them were
clearly uncertain of their purpose and upset
by their presence.)
Flight Tracking
The game here is to follow the progress of IFR traffic as it passes through your
vicinity or completes entire trips. There are
two ways to do it. One is to listen to ATC
communications on a radio. (If using your
handheld transceiver or a two-way ham
radio set, don’t transmit!). As with everything else these days, the alternative is to
use a computer: many travel websites let
you “ping” the progress of airline flights for
free, or you can buy dedicated software from
companies like www.flightexplorer.com and
www.flytecomm.com. How rigorously to
pursue this hobby is your choice - on the
simplest level, you can just listen to ATC
while puttering around the house. On the
most complex, you can monitor a specific
aircraft in its travels across the continent.
Wreckchasing
This is the pastime of visiting the sites of
past aircraft accidents. It combines history
(learning about the accidents), geography
(locating them), hiking (reaching them),
and technical knowledge (identifying what
remains). Despite the violence and injury
that accompanies them, crashes are historic
events that deserve to be memorialized. Visiting a crash site is like visiting a cemetery
- it’s a way to pay respects to the past. True
Continued on Page 3
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AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
Parts and Supplies
Brackett Air Filters
Gill Batteries
Red Ram 20w50 oil
Champion Oil Filters
Engine Gaskets
Spark Plugs
Scat/Cat Tube
Ameri-King ELT

Windshields
Instruments
Control Cable
Tires/Brakes
Shock Cords
Sitka Spruce
Baltic Birch Plywood
Spars/Ribs

4130 tube/sheet
2024T3/6061T6 Tube/Sheet Alu-minum
Building/Repair Tools
Poly Fiber Coverings
Dealer Inquiries for RANDOLPH
products

We carry a HUGE Selection of AN hardware
DEMEL AIRCRAFT CORP.
RR#2, SITE 30, COMP 27 PENTICTON AIRPORT
PENTICTON, BC V2A 6J7
(250) 490-9532 1-888-490-9532
FAX: (250) 490-9538
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Classified Ads are free (within reason) to
members. Display Ad rates are:
Business Card:$25 per year
1/4 page: .... $10/month ............$100/yr
1/2 page ..... $15/month ............$150/yr
1 page: ....... $25/month ...........$250/yr
Ads that have been in for more than 6
months are subject to removal if space
is required for other stuff. Please contact
George the editor if you want it kept in.
For Sale: SIROCCO PROJECT
Notice: The author of the following
advertisement having returned to his
right mind has come to realize that
saying $15,000 firm and etc. in the ad
was a decidedly unbright thing to say.
Therefore, being anxious to sell and
unable to work on it himself, he is now
willing to (Saints Preserve Us!) NEGOTIATE. Please read on - and call!
Fuselage, canopy, tail group complete.
Air frame control components done
except for cable. Main-wheel gear,
wheels and brakes done. Tail-spring and
wheel included. Panel made, no instruments. Lycoming 0-290 GPU Zerotimed. Will Neubert stainless cross-over
exhaust with stainless muffler/shrouds.
Bendix PSC5 carb. Bendix mags with
Turn and Bank

non-shielded leads. no starter, starter
ring or alternator. Weldtech engine
mount. McCauley prop.
Wings: ribs and minor spars done.
Spar diaphragms done. Two spar-grade
spruce planks. No other wing parts.
Jim Hunter
576-2678
FOR SALE:
1957 Tripacer Wings uncovered, all
reworked. New leading edge. New ash
tip. All Zinc Chromate ready to fabric.
Included: 2-18 gal. gas tank, 2 - gas
tank cover, landing light, aileron and
flap, front and rear struts. Asking $4000
Canadian.
Roger Gauthier (Kelowna)
(250)763-1529
(250) 212-0832 (cel)
Wanted: PA 18 or PA 20/22 Wings.
Some damage OK
946-5881
FOR SALE: One set of 1500 Murphy
floats ready to go.
Ole #45-3931 198 st. Langley BC
514-1280
FOR SALE: 6 Factory new Franklin 180
hp cylinders includes installed valves
$300 each, will not part out.
Tim Novak
271-8586
FOR SALE: Softcom 2 place Intercom
ATC-2Y, with accessories $110.
Stuart Gear
(604) 941-9402
E-mail:sgear@infoserve.net
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FOR SALE: 4130 Annealed Gauge Plate
now in stock, .025 to .375. We will sell
you the plate or laser cut the parts
Industrial Laser Cutting ltd.
(604) 946-4152, Fax: (604) 946-4153
E-mail: tmw@industriallaser.com
FOR SALE: 1- Miller 200 amp ac/dc H.F.
Tig/stick welding machine - 220V 1 ph.
$1200. 1- Miller 120 amp MIG (wire)
welding machine, 110 volt. Portable
sheet metal type, c/w gas kit (almost
new) - $800.
Pat O’Donnell 533-1839
FOR SALE: Zenith 250 plans and parts,
wing rib moulds $360. Christavia Mk IV
project, 4130 steel tube, wing ribs, flaps
ailerons, gear legs, wheels and brakes,
tail stab and rudder, $3600.
Paul Trudel
532-8570
FOR SALE: Headsets -2 David Clark
H10-30 $125/$100 Bendix starters for
Lycoming -2@$250 each.
Terry Elgood
604-279-2062
email: elgood@aebc.com
FOR SALE: Murphy type floats 1500’s.
$9600 CDN. New, comp[lete with rudders.
Harold Schapansky
(604) 826-5068
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