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Spit’n over the Rockies

Bye, Bye, Spitfire. Read more about Charlies’s Spitfires on page 3.

The TURN & BANK is the monthly publication of RAAC
Chapter 85 and is intended to keep members informed
as to the club’s activities and to promote safety and
technical excellence in the field of sport aviation. No
responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed or
implied as to the content of articles contained in the
Turn & Bank; the intention is to provide a forum for
discussion and exchange of ideas
If you have something for the Turn & Bank, have
concerns about what is in it or have other comments,
please contact Joan Cox at 604-596-7635 or you
may e-mail me at ccox1@telus.net or by mail to
11693 - 72A Ave., Delta, BC V4C 1B3
If you don’t receive the newsletter and should or you do
and shouldn’t the contact Rob Prior, 3032 Carina Place,
Burnaby, BC V3J 1B5 and he will add or remove you
from the mailing list.
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Regular Chapter meetings are held on the first Tues.
Of each month at 20:00hrs. (8pm) in the
clubhouse.
Executive meetings are held on the third Tues. Of
each month at 19:30hrs. (7:30pm) in the clubhouse
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Here & There
Prez Sayz
Hello Ladies and Gentlemen. Well, here it is again, that time of the month to
write a letter. Seems like I missed last month’s, ooops. First off many
thanks to all the volunteers that helped AT the Fly-in. It always humbles me
the way our airpark comes together and puts on these events. As your Prez
it is my duty to remind the RAA members that October is our Annual meeting
and time to have our election of new officers. Bruce Prior has agreed to
conduct them again this year, so please have some nominations for him. I
will put a plug in for Vern Littles’s fabulous Electronics Course, which I’m told
will be starting at 7:00pm just before our September meeting. One last
thing before I sign off this month. I would like to take the opportunity to
thank Don and Moira for their many years of excellent service and
caretaking. Thank You!!!!!!!!!
See y’all at Delta.
Gerard

Charlie's Spitfire.
By Terry Wilshire
Charlie's Spitfire left Delta Airpark on Friday 28th July. It was flown to Pitt
Meadows by Tim Wall of Alberta. Tim's mum and Dad, Jake and Mavis were at
Delta to see Tim off and, apart for a stiff cross wind, all went O.K.
Tim stayed at Pitt Meadows to do some flight testing prior to his trip to
Springbank, Alberta, and managed to take the Spit to 9,000 ft. with no problems.
On Sunday 30th, he departed Pitt at 08:10 accompanied by Wayne and
Sheldon Eggan in their C185. First stop was Salmon Arm and then on to Golden.
At Emerald Lake the 185 turned around and headed back to Pitt and Tim flew on
to Springbank where he landed safely. He reported that, apart from a little
turbulence, the flight was uneventful and his max. altitude was 7,500 ft. and total
flight time to Pitt/Springbank was 3hrs.10 mins.
At Springbank he was greeted by a large contingent of enthusiast
including his anxious wife. The aircraft has caused so much interest that they
decided to hold an open house the following Friday.
Charlie's Spitfire has been a great source of interest and pride at Delta, and is a
wonderful demonstration of what home builders can do. We are indeed sorry to
see it go, but are somewhat gratified to know that it made a safe flight to it's new
home in Springbank where it continues to create much excitement.

Fred Hinsch passed this interesting web site to me. Its by
Chevron atwww.chevron.com. Follow the links to Fuels/Motor oil
to Aviation Fuels Technical Review, Aviation Gasoline Performance
, Chapter 8 is very informative, dealing with volatlity, cold
starting, carb icing, flash point, safety properties and much, much
more. I found the other chapters also very good reading.
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George Kretchmar
1917 - 2005
It is with sadness we write of the passing
of our friend, George, who died July 18th
in Vernon, BC. He was a member of the
Delta EAA and RAA for many years. There
are probably as many "George stories" as
there are airplanes in the sky. On one issue
all pilots agreed, he was outstanding in
the air. A kindly man, he took me for my
first ever flight in a "small" airplane, and
made it seem as smooth as glass. He was
the first to fly Colin's Emeraude in 1980,
returning to the airfield once for a small
adjustment and pronouncing the plane
satisfactory.
Over the years George amd family moved
from Coquitlam to 108 Mile, then to
Vernon. He always had land on which to
grow things, and he and Hilde were ahead
of their time in seeking and achieving a
healthy lifestyle.They belonged to many
clubs, and had a great variety of interests.
He owned and/or built several aircraft,
and took his flying with him to the
Interior, where the open spaces and lack
of regulation were a real treat to his
senses.
George always spoke out for freedom:
from tyranny, senseless rules, and useless
jargon. He lived a long fine life, and we
will miss him, but know that he is free
from weariness and pain.
Rest well, old friend.
(Those who wish may contact Hilde and
family at 11604 Harper Drive, Coldstream,
BC, V1B 1B8)
Colin and Lynn Walker

For Sale: Osprey II project 20 per cent
complete, plans, complete AN collection.
Fuselage, tail and many fittings
fabricated. Complete Lycoming 0320
E2G engine 135 hrs. For complete list of
parts email psanger@yahoo.com or
phone Colin/Lynn Walker 604 581 9602.

Where the Action is (orwas)....
COME ONE, COME ALL
Bring a friend, heck bring two
Vern Little and Peter Klein will be presenting the
third chapter in the Aviation Electrics lecture series.
_Wires, Terminals and Circuit Protection_
- Types of wire and insulation
- Wire gauge and selection
- Terminals and splices (demo)
- Wirelabelling
- Hands-on wiring workshop
Time/Place:
Tuesday, September 6th at 1900 in the RAA
clubhouse, Delta Airpark. Open to the public.
Minimum $3.00 donation, with all proceeds going
towards the RAA clubhouse fund.

Saturday August 27th, saw a
gathering of more than 50 people as
we said a giant heartfelt thank you
to Don and Moira Watson as their
tenure ends as Delta Heritage
Airpark’s live-in on-site caretakers.
Their two year stint turned into 8
years of airport maintenance, lawn
mowing, hangar repairs, gate closer
(& opener), grill lighter (pancake
breakfasts) coffee maker and
countless other duties. We thank
you from the bottom of our hearts.
Happy Retirement to the both of
you.
Gerard and Sharon Van Dijk will be
assuming that long list of duties on
Sept 6th. Big shoes to fill but if
anyone can do it, the Van Dijks can,
seeing as Gerard almost lives at the
Airpark as it is. Contratulations!!!!!!!
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While the rivets
are drying........
With the new hangar renovations, model
air plane contests and work, very little time has
been spent in the shop pounding rivets.
Interesting thing about building an airplane
however, is that even though one may not have
time to actually work on the project one most
certainly can continue to spend money on it!
Unfortunately that is exactly what we have
been doing.
OK, by now you are all aware of the really
cool auto-pilot Joan & I bought while in
Arlington, but we needed special mounting
hardware to install it out by the wing tip with a
pushrod running back to the bellcrank. Cough
up a $130.00. Might as well order the wiring
harness while we’re at it, another $90.00. I
ordered the Creative Air LED position lights
(unassembled) with integral 75W halogen
landing lights $270.00
Ordered a really cool, 15 different flash
pattern strobe unit from the ‘Strobe Guys’
Power supply, 4 flash bulbs and wiring, only
$159.00. What really hurt was the incandesant
tail light and strobe unit for $130.00 (ouch).
Picked up an ‘Andair’ fuel selector from Van’s
fro $180.00. Yes, I know a selector came with
the fuselage kit, but I’ll be damned if I’m going
to install something that is better suited for my
furnace than my airplane!
Also picked up an ELT from Safe Air 1,
quite small, takes Duracell batteries and you

By Chris Cox

can plug in a microphone and transmit on
121.5! For a mere $180.00
Here’s a local deal for those wanting a
soldering iron that is 150 times better than
what you’ll find at Radio Shack or Home Depot.
Active Electronics on 1st and Boundary have a
sale, where you can buy a Weller 50 watt
controllable soldering station. Usual price is
$179.99, but sale price is $124.99, and here
comes the best part, you get a $25 mail in
rebate coupon. Total price $99.99. This unit is
temperature controlled, near immediate warmup and has an auto-shut off (if you don’t use it
for a 90 minute period). I can’t think of how
many soldering irons I have ruined by
forgetting to unplug them!
Hmmm, I just did the math, looks like I
spent around $1200 this past month, while not
pounding any rivets. Note to self, pounding
rivets is cheaper that picking up the phone!

AIRFrame
Aircraft Portraits

Rob Prior

AirFrame@b4.ca
www.airframe.ca

3032 Carina Place, Burnaby, BC, V3J 1B5

DEMEL AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
Brackett Air Filters
Gill Batteries
Red Ram 20w50 Oil
Champion Oil Filters
Engine Gaskets
Spark Plugs
Scat/Cat Tube
Ameri-King ELT
Windshields/Instruments
Control Cables

Parts and Supplies
We carry a HUGE Selection of AN hardware
DEMEL AIRCRAFT CORP.
RR#2, SITE 30, COMP 27, PENTICTON AIRPORT
PENTICTON, BC B2A 6J7
250-490-9532 or 1-888-490-9532
FAX: 250-490-9538

100% Canadian!
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604.422.8446

Tire/Brakes
Shock Cords
Sitka Spruce
Baltic Birch Plywood
Spars/Ribs
4130 tube/sheet
202T3/6061T6
Tube/Sheet Aluminum
Building/Repair Tools
Poly Fiber Coverings
Dealer Inquiries for
RANDOLPH products

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!

Discussion Carried Desiring to be recorded as
in opposition to the motion : J. Hunter, Eric
Munzer

Minutes of the General Meeting, 2 August, 2005
Call to order: 8:00 PM by President Gerard Van
Dijk.

Airpark Committee: Terry Wilshire: Now that
DHAPCOM has achieved a 10 year Licencing
Agreement with GVRD Parks, the negotiations for
re zoning of the entire Air Park can continue. There
will be, of course, a public hearing at a date still to
be set and then the matter goes to the entire GVRD
Board for their consideration. This will probably be
toward the end of 2005. With the re zoning there
will be large changes. Some new hangars will be
permitted to be built and the multi use building as
envisioned some years back will be re examined.
The provisional plans for such a structure still exist
and could be brought forward for completion and,
hopefully, execution. The very first task to be
accomplished is the building of a dwelling for the
field caretaker.

Hunter / Prior 2: that the Minutes of the General
Meeting of 5 July, 2005 be adopted as printed in "
Turn & Bank ".

Discussion Carried
Correspondence: None received.
Committee Reports:
Treasury: Don Souter: Verbal report as relayed
from Don per e mail.
Membership: Rob Prior: We have 82 members of
all categories and one more who joined to-night.

Old Business: None to consider.

Newsletter: Joan Cox: Joan says going magnificently
and so do we. Always, of course, willing to accept
members` contributions to print in "T & B ".
Aircraft: Terry Wilshire: 6 chargeable hours inflicted
upon the Turbi in July. Terry speculates upon
whether the low time flown is a negative result of the
hourly rate being increaeed so dramatically. If so,
your Executive will have to re-examine the whole
situation. Perhaps it only reflects upon so many
members being away on their holidays.
Still no one has come forward to take over the J-5 re
build project. We shall keep looking.
RAAC: Rob Prior: Rob has informed national office
that Terry Wilshire willing to take over as Director
Pacific Mainland Region. He is also querying other
Chapters within the Regional as to whether they are
willing to accept Terry as Director.
A motion:
Routh / Prior 2: that Chapter pay
expenses to send Terry Wilshire as Pacific Mainland
Region Director to the RAAC AGM in Goderich,
Ontario.

New Business: None to consider.
Announcements:
1) Chapter 3 of Vern Little`s seminars on Aircraft
Avionics will be at our September GM. We will look
at choosing correct wire, connectors and et al. This
session is at 7:00 PM and the new, improved
"donation' is a suggested $ 3 now !!
2)

and , now hear this !!!

As required by our Constitution
take note that the October General
Meeting is the Annual General
Meeting for the election of
officers. A nomination/election
chairman to be named.
Spence / Munzer: that we adjourn and with which
being said , so we did.
Jim Hunter, Secretary
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