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Forum Up and Running
RAA’s Forum is live online! If you 
want to join in the fun, go to the RAA 
website and click on the “forum” 
button and join up. You can advertise, 
ask questions, find out new places to 
fly - join us! 

Maranda Project
Mark Johnstone is looking for help in 
the completion of a Maranda. I’m told 
it’s ready to skin. His email is jstone@
vmobile.blackbeerry.com 

COPA AGM
The COPA national membership AGM 
meeting will be held in Langley June 
24-26, 2011. They are expecting 400 
delegates. 

 
New Runway at CYNJ

The new runway in Langley is 
pretty much ready to go, and should 
be available soon. 

Airspace
New airspaces came into affect for 29 
July 2010 as well as a outline of current 
changes. New charts available 19 July. 
Watch the Turn and Bank for more.

Airplane Pictures
Lynn Walker is working on a wall of 
planes. If you want your picture on 
the wall or have founding members’ 
planes pictures please contact her. 
8x10, 5x7, 7x8 or 4x6 frame sizes are 
available.

Turbi
Ray Colley and Alex Doughty are 
approved check pilots on the Turbi. 
Please see them if you want to fly. The 
Turbi is now insured and available 
for checkouts.  Note the new weight 
and balance now requires that pilots 
weighing less than 190 lb and flying 
solo need to add ballast to keep the 
CG in place.  Also note that the Turbi 

Vne is 108mph. Once you’ve stopped 
climbing, you need to bring the throt-
tle back to keep the speed from ex-
ceeding Vne in level flight.  Robin will 
be re-marking the airspeed indicator 
to reflect the change.
Robin McNamara is now our Aircraft 
Chairman.

Pancake Breakfast Helpers
If you would like to help out during 
our pnacake breakfasts please give 
your name to Joan Cox, so that we 
may if needed. Contact her at jr_rosi-
cox@telus.net or leave a message at 
604-596-7635. The next pancake break-
fast is Breakfast June 12th.

Regional Director Needed
A new RAAC Regional Director for 
BC is needed. Any nominees should 
be forwarded to Gary Wolf at Head of-
fice.

News and Stuff

Everything’s “lite” these days (as opposed to light, 
which is how we like our airplanes). Beer is lite; we have 
calorie reduced lite cookies, lite, low fat cream cheeze and 
yogurt. Lite everthing. What they are usually not light in, 
however is price.

Airplanes are already light. So what’s Aviation Lite? If 
we can’t ditch the calories or the fat, where can we do some 
trimming?

In the pocketbook. Which brings me to the point.
13 years of Cessna ownership have made the associ-

ated costs very much a live issue with me; casting about 
for cheaper ways to scratch my itch, I had considered both 
paragliding and hang gliding in the past. It was cheap (a 
brand new wing averages about $3500) and the lessons are 
quite reasonable. I’d done a bit in high school, and knew it 
wasn’t as physically demanding as some thought.

When I turned 50, I announced I wanted to give it a try. 
I must emphasize I am not an inveterate risk taker, and 
certainly no adrenaline junkie. It just seemed to me that 
besides being so affordable, such flying would be ...elemen-
tal. Back to the basics, flight distilled to its absolute essen-

tial. The sort of flying I had in dreams when I was young, 
and which drew me toward aviation as a lifetime passion.

Five years passed, and it dawned on me I wasn’t getting 
any younger. Another birthday loomed, and I decided if I 
was ever going to do it, I should do so while I was able to 
move under my own steam.

A quick search online found several schools in the 
Lower Mainland; as I was familiar with the area around 
Harrison Mills I rattled off an email to Jim Reich of FlyBC 
which operates a facility called Eagle Ranch next to Mount 
Woodside.

There are several options available, but for the utter 
newbie, a “Tandem Discovery Flight” seemed the sensible 
option. There are two-place paragliders available for train-
ing purposes and it seemed just the ticket to see what it was 
like.

Jim emailed me back, and we set a date for mid-May.
FlyBC has a lovely acreage west of Mount Woodside 

which is used as a landing zone for pilots coming off the 
mountain. I pulled into the farm about 12:30 in the after-
noon, and found a group waiting for their ride up the hill. 

Aviation 
Lite

two-day course, my tandem flight expense 
would be deducted from the $395, and so 
on.

My particular interest is in paramotor-
ing, the powered version of the sport; it 
frees you from the hour-long drive to the 
mountains, and I live on an acreage. But 
that’s a story for another time.

If you’re interested in a pure flight 
experience and are reasonably fit, this is a 
great sport. You owe it to yourself to give it 
a shot! For more information: www.flybc.
org/

About here we’ve realized we are ot quite going 
to make it to the LZ (the light area top centre). At 
about 12 mph, a light breeze reduced our glide 
angle to what felt like 1:1. We landed just to the 
right of the trees and hiked across the ditch.  All part 
of the adventure.



Chapter 85 Recreational Aircraft Association 
Minutes of General Meeting May 3, 2011

The Meeting was called to order by the 
president at 19:32 Hrs. The following members 
of the executive committee were present.
President: Tim Nicholas Vice President: John 
Macready Treasurer: Carol Foley Programs 
Chairman: Cyril Henderson Hangar Chairman: 
Tom Boulanger Aircraft Chairman: Robin 
McNamara Regrets: Custodian: Alex Doughty 
Past President: Gerard VanDijk DAPCOM 
Chairman

Guests: Mr. and Mrs. Tim Cole, Director COPA

Treasurer’s Report: Carol Foley reported that 
income for the month of April was 69.61 
dollars and expenses were 2260.81 for a net 
negative balance of 2191.20. Carol reported 
that no money had been received from the 
rental of the RAA hangars for that period.

The Vice President’s Report: John Macready 
reported that he has been planning an RAA 
Chapter at the upcoming COPA convention. 
John has contacted George Gregory to design 
some posters to be hung in the exhibit. He has 
contacted a sign company to make the posters. 
John has requested that members who are 
interested in participating in the exhibit contact 
him to help with the implementation of the 
exhibit. Several people have volunteered their 
time, notably Dave Marsden, Alex Routh, Tom 
Boulanger, Cyril Henderson and Sean Walker. 

There will be an outdoor display and an indoor 
display planned. It was agreed that sufficient 
funds could be used to make posters and 
produce some handouts.

Hangar Chairman’s Report: Tom Boulanger 
had no news to give. Custodian’s Report: Alex 
doughty was not present. 

DAPCOM Report: The DAPCOM chairman 
was not present.

Newsletter: Joan Cox was not in attendance

Membership: David Marsden reported that we 
have 50 paid up members.

Program Chairman: Mr. Tim Cole was our 
guest speaker for the general meeting. He made 
a presentation about COPAs activities and their 
mandate as a representative for private aviation 
in Canada. He also spoke about the COPA 
convention to be held in Langley BC this 
summer on June 24, 25, 26. A brief film was 
presented about flight safety.
Cyril Henderson reported he had no speaker 
for the June Meeting. There was a discussion 
about the summer meeting schedule. There 
is no meeting in July. A barbeque is usually 
held in September in lieu of a meeting and our 
elections are held in October.

Aircraft Chairman:
Robin McNamara reported on the Turbi 
restoration project. The aircraft has been 

weighed recently with the help of Rob Prior. 
Since is a metal propeller has been installed, 
the weight and balance characteristics of the 
aircraft have changed and the center of gravity 
has moved. Anyone flying the aircraft should 
be aware of the details and what corrective 
action to take. Please see Rob Prior or Robin 
McNamara for the details. We would like to 
replace the metal propeller with a wooden one. 
Robin will be renewing the insurance policy 
and has requested that pilots wishing to fly 
the aircraft fill out personal information sheets 
posted in the clubhouse. All pilots will require 
check out rides before using the aircraft. New 
waiver forms are needed for each pilot. The 
chapter has spent $2187.00 on the restoration 
of the aircraft this year.

New Business:
DAPCOM meeting to be held on Thursday. 
There will be a NAVCAN or Transport Canada 
recurrency program held at Boundary Bay 
Airport on May 28.

Old Business: Our Annual Fly-In will be held 
on July 2, 2011, We have invited a group of air 
cadets to help with the July Fly In. Tim Novak 
to be coordinating this. Rob Prior has invited 
a group of Beaver Cubs to come to the airpark 
to see some airplanes and visit our facility. He 
would like some volunteers to help. 

The Meeting was adjourned at 21:20
Submitted by John Macready, Vice President.

I was the last guy they were waiting for, and in a few min-
utes we were loaded up and on our way.

Perhaps the most harrowing part of the adventure was 
the drive up. It’s a skinny logging road replete with large 
rocks, potholes, impressive inclines and the occasional log-
ging truck. At one point Jim pulled over suddenly to give 
way to one coming down the hill, and I glanced nervously 

over the “shoulder” of the road to wonder how many times 
we would roll over if we tipped over the edge.

Eventually, we made our way to the top. There were a 
number of other paragliders and hang gliders setting up; 
and I was able to watch a few take off before our turn came 
to set up and prepare for launch.

My instructor, a youngish fellow (by my middle-aged 
standards, at any rate) named Jeff, put a helmet in my 
hands and gave me a brief preflight; basically, it was “if I 
say run-run-run, then you run, period. Do not deviate from 
instructions”. Same with stop. I can imagine what might 
ensue if we were committed to running down a 45 degree 
incline and the newbie chickened out. 

When I’m in an airplane, heights are not an issue with 
me. As long as I feel a degree of control, anxiety vanishes; 
but put me on a shaky ladder, and I’m a real scaredy-cat. As 
I looked at the carbiners attaching us to our wing, I asked a 
few concerned questions about their strength, any failsafes 
and such. I mean, it’s not like I’ve got structure around me 

or anything. I was assured of their integrity, and the design 
of the buckles (I asked about that too) is such that you can’t 
accidently unbuckle yourself. Good thing. At that point, the 
thought of just sitting on some nylon webbing 1200 AGL 
made me want to make sure whatever I was sitting on was 
dependable.

Paraglider wings are a ram-air wing; made of two layers 
of fabric, the leading edge is open to the breeze, and the 
forward motion of the wing in the air inflates it, causing it 
to assume and airfoil shape. In any kind of breeze, after the 
pilot(s) is clipped in, he turns around and gives a gentle tug 
on the lines. This causes the wing to kite up in the air. He 
then turns around, and starts running. Turning is accom-
plished by a combination of pulling on one of the risers and 
weight shift. This surprised me, as I imagined directional 
control was entirely aerodynamic; but evidently, just using 
the risers to turn creates added drag and is considered bad 
form. I was told to cross my legs and point them in the 
direction of the turn, while Jeff manipulated the wing. 

Being the man in front, I was instructed to face downhill 
and lean forward while Jeff attended to kiting up the wing; 
as it inflated  I was amazed at the force as the wing pulled 
me back a half dozen steps - nearly off my feet. I imagine 
this is pretty common because I sensed no consternation in 
Jeff’s voice - just “run-run-run” - and we were off.

Wow. My first impression was how smooth it was; my 
second thought was how natural and solid it felt. Any 
apprehensions of having nothing between me and the 
ground evaporated in a second as I discovered the degree 
of control we actually had; further, the leisurely pace of 
flight was quite striking. We probably didn’t fly much over 
20 mph for most of the flight. When encountering turbu-
lence (read: lift) the wing flexes, so even when you feel the 
bump, it’s attentuated as the wing flexes. 

We immediately turned to the right, looking for some 
lift to prolong the flight, and within seconds found a won-

derful little bubble that carried us 
above the landing zone. Watching 
the hawks and other paragliders 
was a good way to find out what 
was happening, and we were 
able to stay up for nearly a half 
and hour, just finding thermals 
and ridge lift to prolong our 
bliss. It was pretty cool seeing 
birds sharing the updrafts with 
us.  Although it’s a totally differ-
ent form of flight, I found some 
of my aviating instincts helpful 
- mainly that of being comfort-
able at altitude. I wasn’t looking 
down; I was too busy taking in 
the beauty of the experience and 
relishing the sensation of pure 
flight. 

Eventually, we ran out of lift. 
Being a glider, one has to turn 
towards the landing zone while 
one still has enough altitude even 

while looking for lift enroute to it; a tree landing could be 
unpleasant enough. We found a few little bumps but soon 
realized that we were going to land sooner rather than later. 

We turned towards the LZ at Eagle Ranch, approach-
ing from the north. At possibly the most inopportune time, 
the wind picked up, reducing our glide ratio relative to the 
ground to something like 1:1. It became apparent we were 
not quite going to make the landing zone. Rats.

We came down about a hundred yards short, on the 
wrong size of a line of blackberries. The field was soft, 
and our touchdown though a bit of a pratfall, was gentle 
enough for all that. Jim called us on the radio to suggest 
we pack up and meet him on the highway, but a break in 
the blackberries and a dried out ditch were all that were 
separating us from the Ranch, and we were able to get over 
without too much trouble once we were packed up. The 
idea of an airplane you can fit in a rucksack is kind of cool.

The paragliding culture is somewhat different than that 
of conventional aviation. There are some middle-aged sorts 
in the sport, (the owner, Jim, I’d guess is a 40-something 
with a Minimax in his barn) whom, I gathered, discovered 
the sport looking for a cheaper way to fly. The paraglider 
drivers tend to be younger, 20 and 30 year olds; older guys 
lean more to the hang gliders. The most notable characteris-
tic to me, however, is that it truly is a solo sport. You won’t 
be taking visiting relatives for a flight, because apart from 
instructing, and familiarization flights, there is no two-per-
son paragliding. You’d probably have trouble convincing 
your mother-in-law to strap in anyways.

FlyBC offers several options for the curious. the Tandem 
Discovery Flight I went on is $150 ($125 Monday-Thurs-
day); a Two-day introductory course is $395, with an inter-
mediate, 5 day course for $995. The whole enchilada runs 
$1950 with full certification with HPAC (Hang Gliding and 
Paragliding Association of Canada) certification. Previous 
course expenses are deducted from this total, so if I took the 

Left: spreading the wing out prior to launch. Right, my feet as we soared above the takeoff point.


