
On Saturday October 20, 2012 mem-
bers of Chapter 85 of the RAA, the Bound-
ary Bay Flying Club and the Langley Aero 
Club were invited to attend a tour of the 
Transportation Safety Board facilities in 
Richmond, BC led by TSB staff, Messrs. 
Bill Yearwood, Travis Shelongosky and 
Peter Murphy. The tour was arranged by 
Chapter member John de Visser. 

The group was taken to the main 
investigation room where damaged 
aircraft are dismantled and inspected in 
detail. These damaged aircraft included 
a Jet Ranger, another severely damaged 
helicopter and also a wing section from a 
Falconar Jodel that had crashed on Van-
couver Island. The Jodel had been brought 
out of storage for our benefit since it was a 
wood construction amateur-built aircraft.

 The TSB staff described the damage 
findings for the Jet Ranger helicopter and 
the Jodel, in some considerable detail 
including an interesting discussion about 
impact stresses. The investigations are 
not complete and the findings are confi-
dential until published so they cannot be 
described here. We felt privileged to be 
given this firsthand insight into the details 
of these accidents.

After the tour of the inspection floor 
the staff gave a presentation on the role 
of the TSB and the benefits to aviation of 
accident investigation. The Chief Investi-
gator, Bill Yearwood, explained that all the 
investigators are experienced pilots and/
or maintenance engineers with extensive 
training in accident investigation. How-
ever, their skills cannot cover all aspects of 
the work and other experts are sometimes 
brought in to help in special cases. He 
pointed out Rob Prior as an example, who 
agreed to help TSB with their investiga-
tions of two wood aircraft failures in 
flight: Don Souter’s Jodel crash and also 
the Falconar Jodel crash later that same 
year. One of the more interesting parts of 
the presentation was the description of 
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Executive for 2013 Elected
The October meeting saw the annual 
election of a new executive. See the Presi-
dent’s report for details!

Forum Up and Running
RAA’s Forum is live online! If you want 
to join in the fun, go to the RAA website 

and click on the “forum” button and join 
up. You can advertise, ask questions, find 
out new places to fly - join us! 

Pancake Breakfast Helpers
If you would like to help out during 
our pancake breakfasts please give your 
name to Joan Cox, so that we may if 

needed. Contact her at jr_rosicox@telus.
net or leave a message at 604-596-7635. 

Airplane Pictures
Lynn Walker is working on a wall of 
planes. If you want your picture on the 
wall or have founding members’ planes 
pictures please contact her. 8x10, 5x7, 7x8 
or 4x6 frame sizes are available.

Remembrance Day Flight
Daniel Weinkam will be Flight Leader in 
his Cessna 140, Gary Peare is right wing 
in a Piper Cherokee 140 and Sean Walker 
will be Left wing in his Piel Emeraude.

Remembrance Day Ceremonies
November11, Delta at 11 am. Come and 
remember those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice to keep us free!
The Turn and Bank is a Publication of Chapter 
85 of the Recreational Aircraft Association of 
Canada. We are located at Delta Heritage Air 
Park 4103 104 St, Delta, BC V4K 3N3.
Design and printing by George Gregory.
Any suggestions, pictures or newlsetter con-
tributions can be emailed to George Gregory 
at george@sidekickgraphics.com
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A Visit to the TSB
by Bruce Prior

Executive Committee for 2013:Left to right back row. Mark ter Keurs, Chapter Check Pilot speaking to Eric Munzer, a past Director; Peter 

Whittaker, Vice President; Hugo Regier, Custodian; Peter Lenger, Director; John de Visser, Hangar Chairman; Tim Novak, Director; Cyril 

Henderson, Program Chairman; John Macready, President, Alex Routh Director.

Front Row: Left to right: David Marsden, Membership Chairman; “Uncle” Tom Boulanger, Treasurer, Bruce Prior, Secretary. Missing: Tedd 

McHenry, Director; Peter Klein, Director; Gary McBride, Aircraft Chairman; Newsletter Editor, George Gregory; Tim Nicholas, Past President.

Dan Weinkam, Gary Peare and Sean Walker will represent Chapter 85 in this  year’s Remembrance Day Flight.

Above: some scenes from the recent chapter visit to the Transportation Safety Board. The visit also included members of COPA Flight 5 the 

Boundary Bay Flying Club and Langley Aero Club. Two shifts visited at 9 and 11 pm and accommodated a total of 30 attendees.



one investigator’s own accident which 
occurred in an amateur-built Murphy 
Rebel during a rough landing on snow in 
the mountains. The entire tail cone broke 
just ahead of the horizontal stabilizer. 
The pilot explained that he had installed 
extra weight to the tail cone of his aircraft 
to establish the correct balance and that 
the added weight tore the tail cone apart 
when the aircraft underwent extreme 
oscillations on landing. He described how 

they analysed the failure and how they 
beefed up the design. This was perfect for 
us: the airplane was an amateur-built, the 
pilot flying it was a TSB investigator, and 
he was now here, giving us the presenta-
tion firsthand, 

 We truly appreciated the effort of Bill, 
Travis and Peter, for taking the time on 
their weekend to give us the tour. They 
made us feel welcome and tailored their 
presentation of TSB’s role in a way that 

was informative, entertaining and rele-
vant to us as pilots and airplane builders.

 Refs: http://www.tsb.gc.ca/eng/
aviation/index.asp

Elections were held at the October Annual Meeting. Two 
directors and two executive positions were up for grabs. Francois 
Leh and Roy Taylor have retired as directors having served for at 
least one 3 year term. Raymond Colley wanted to leave the Vice 
President’s position as his responsibilities as DAPCOM chairman 
were sufficient to keep him happily occupied and Bruce Prior has 
vacated the position as chapter Custodian, having accomplished 
significant organizational things with the clubhouse and work-
shop scheduling. In their places, Peter Lenger and Tim Novak both 
long time members of the chapter have assumed the responsibili-
ties of Directors. Bruce Prior volunteered for Secretary and Peter 
Whittaker a recent transplant from Ontario has agreed to be Vice 
President. Peter has recently completed a Zenith home built aircraft, 
was a member of RAA in Sudbury, is a geologist with Barrick Gold 
and he is very interested in home built aircraft. All in all I was very 
satisfied with the result of the election and am looking forward to 
another productive year at Chapter 85.

I suppose the major issue these last two months was the 
Retrieval of the Turbi from Harrison Mills, where it suffered some 
damage on landing and roll out. It took some time to decide about 
the actual method of retrieval but after some encouragement from 
members it was decided to perform a field repair and a ferry flight. 
Once having embarked on this course of action we took every 
precaution to make sure that the procedure would be legal and safe. 
Raymond Colley volunteered to be in charge of the process. Paul 
Trudel and Mark Ter Keurs preformed a temporary field repair and 
the aircraft was safely ferried back to the airpark by veteran pilot, 
Raymond Colley. “It was a piece of cake.  I have flown much more 
seriously damaged airplanes” Glad you’re here Raymond and 
thanks!

The next step was to choose a person who was willing to be 
in charge of a full repair. The executive opted to appoint one key 
person for this job to avoid conflicting opinions and methodologies. 
We chose Helmut Gebenus, a long time chapter member and expert 
woodworker who has recently built a wooden airplane (Jodel) and 
has lots of experience building and repairing gliders. Helmut is 
recovering from hip replacement surgery and is regaining mobility 
and feels he can take on the job. We are delighted that he has offered 
to do this and we know we will end up with a really fine product 
in the end. We encourage our members to visit the workshop and 

speak to Helmut to observe some the wood working techniques he 
will use to repair the airplane.

On a Less than critical note, Tom Boulanger has predicted that 
we will have a neutral income/expenditure balance at the end of 
the year. We have 61 registered members in our chapter according 
to David Marsden and George Gregory has published an article 
written by Bruce Prior concerning the procedures used to calculate 
the weight and balance of a small homebuilt airplane, namely Peter 
Whittaker’s Zenith 601. Please see the article published in the  July - 
August 2012 Recreational Flyer. The chapter is looking for members 
who would like to participate in our Remembrance Day Ceremony. 
Tim Nicholas has agreed to organize our Christmas Party.

In all the last two Months have been quite productive at Chap-
ter 85.

President’s Report
John J. Macready / October 2012

Minutes General Meeting
October 2nd, 2012.

RAA Chapter 85, Delta Heritage Air Park

Call to order: Meeting called to order at 
19:35 By: John Macready

Old Minutes: Minutes of September 2012 
Meeting adopted. Moved: Bob Lalonde, 
seconded by: Cyril Henderson

Visitors/New Members:
Stan Tonoski - is getting back into flying 
and was an RAA member 25 years ago
Peter Whittaker - has been building a 
Zenith 601 powered by a Jabiru engine. 
Peter joined the chapter in
the spring. The president asked that he 
reintroduce himself.

ELECTION NIGHT:
The president turned the meeting over to 
the Vice President for the election process. 
The newly elected executive for 2012 is as 
follows.
Director: Tim Novak
Director: Peter Lenger
Custodian: Hugo Regier
Programs Director: Cyril Henderson Secre-
tary: Bruce Prior
Treasurer: Tom Boulanger Vice President: 
Peter Whittaker President: John Macready

Correspondence:
N/A

Committee Reports:
Secretary’s Report: David McIntosh:
N/A

Treasurer: Tom Boulanger:
Account Balances add up to $43,085.00
YTD income: $29,033.00
YTD expenses: $24,826.00
Gain of $4,207.00
Year End forecast: -$500.00

Membership: David Marsden:
Reiterated that membership fees were 
now $30.00 for those members holding a 
national membership and $45.00 dollars 
for those members not holding a national 
membership. Currently we have 62 mem-
bers

Robin McNamara suggested letting Delta 
Air Park tenants know that the RAA85 
membership fees are now

significantly lower.

Buildings: John deVisser:
$500.00 has been set aside for a sandblaster 
and John is still looking for one.
The compressor is up and running
John is examining ways to plug the gaps in 
the doors which would lower the heating 
costs for the workshop
John is will be producing some signage for 
the workshop. John Macready noted the 
excellent work John de Visser has done at 
improving the workshop and engine
room.

Custodian: Bruce Prior:
Bruce offered the Sports/Recreational 
Flyer magazines to the membership and 
explained that if there are no takers, they 
will be recycled.
 
Vice President: Raymond Colley: N/A

Aircraft: Gary McBride: (Not In attendance)
John Macready expressed his thanks to 
Raymond Colley for returning the Turbi 
to the airfield by ferry flight, and thanks to 
Alex Routh for the help he provided during 
the recovery operation.
John Macready also wanted to thank Mark 
ter Keurs and Paul Trudel for the excellent 
field repairs they made on the Turbi.
John also expressed his apology for 
supporting the motion to dismantle the 
airplane and trailer it back to the
airfield. The motion made at the last 
meeting was premature and made before 
sufficient research was conducted into the 
extent of the damage to the aircraft.
Since the aircraft was returned to the 
airfield Jack Pomerleau has assessed the 
damage as well as the condition of the 
fabric and suggested that the fabric was 
still in very good shape. He recommended 
that a regional repair on the wing would 
be sufficient to address the problem. Jack 
will contact his friend August (last name?) 
to see if he is willing to do the work on the 
airplane.
John Macready thanked Robin McNamara 
for suggesting that Jack help with the pro-
cess of assessing and repairing the airplane.

RAAC National: John Macready:
The Weight and Balance article that Bruce 
Prior produced will be used by RAAC in 
the national publication
An article about the recovery of the Turbi is 

under consideration.

Newsletter: George Gregory:
George expressed that he is looking for 
articles on technical and non-tech topics for 
the newsletter. The next Recreational Flyer 
deadline will be in Mid-October for the 
September/October issue.
John Macready wanted to express his 
thanks to George Gregory for putting 
together the newsletter and that
the last issue was very impressive!

Programs Cyril Henderson:
Kevin Mayer is expected to give a talk 
about the Pratt and Whitney engine at the 
next meeting. John deVisser is organizing 
a tour of the Transport Safety Board facility 
in Richmond, BC The tour will most likely 
happen on a Saturday or Sunday, but the 
date is still TBA There will be space for 
30-40 people to attend the tour.
Rob Prior recommended to the member-
ship that the tour would be a great learning 
experience. Alex Routh offered the Chinese 
television segment that was made about 
him, his Jodel and other tenants at
CAK3 to be viewed at the Christmas Party. 
The video could also be put on the chapter 
website.

DapCom: Raymond Colley:
Plans are underway to metalize the south 
side of the coffee shop building.
The fire department wants to have all gaso-
line and diesel removed from the tractor 
shed.

Old News:
Next Breakfast is the RAA Pancake break-
fast October 14th and we’re looking for 
volunteers.

New Business:
David McIntosh announced that the Cana-
dian Museum of Flight, will be receive its 
newly acquired
Grumman Tracker (Firecat) on Friday Octo-
ber 5th. The aircraft will make a couple low 
passes and a water drop on arrival. Anyone 
interested can get more information from 
the Canadian Museum of Flight website: 
www.canadianflight.org
David McIntosh gave a brief update on the 
restoration of the Lockheed Lodestar, the 
old gate guard of CAK3.
Meeting adjourned at 20:40. Moved by Rob 
Prior, Seconded by Lynn Walker.

TSB / continued from page 1

How To Kill An Association

1. Stay away from meetings.
2. If you come, find fault and never offer an alternative.
3. Decline office or appointment to a committee
4. Get sore if you aren’t nominated or appointed.
5. After you are named, don’t attend board or committee 

meetings.
6. If you get to one, despite for better judgement, clam 

up until you get outside.
7. Do not work if you can help it.
8. Oppose all banquets, parties and shindigs as being a 

waste of the attender’s money.
9. If everything is strictly business, complain that the 

meetings are dull and the officers belong to the old 
guard.

10. Never accept a place at the head table.
11. If you aren’t asked to sit there, threaten to resign 

because you aren’t appreciated.
12. Don’t pay your dues.
13. Read mail from Headquarters only now an then; never 

reply if you can help it.

From Canadian Sport Aviation News, 1973


