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Forum Up and Running
RAA’s Forum is live online! If you want 
to join in the fun, go to the RAA website 
and click on the “forum” button and join 
up. You can advertise, ask questions, find 
out new places to fly - join us! 

Pancake Breakfast Helpers
If you would like to help out during 
our pancake breakfasts please give your 
name to Joan Cox, so that we may if 
needed. Contact her at jr_rosicox@telus.
net or leave a message at 604-596-7635. 

Airplane Pictures
Lynn Walker is working on a wall of 
planes. If you want your picture on the 
wall or have founding members’ planes 
pictures please contact her. 8x10, 5x7, 7x8 

or 4x6 frame sizes are available.

Regional Director Election
It’s getting to be that time again - if you’ve 
thought of serving, or know anyone who 
is qualified, nominate them! Talk to John 
Macready for more information and 
watch the next edition of the Recreational 
Flyer for the nomination forms.

Free Project
Terry Elgood writes: “A acquaintance of 
mine, was building the same aircraft as I 
built (GREX), but failed to progress.  He 
now wants to be rid of it and is  offering it 
up for free. It has a almost complete wood 
fuselage and   one wing is spars with ribs 
on and some geodetics in place. Ribs for   
the second wing have been built too.

“Since you are all men in the know on all 
things flying, I thought   you might know 
of someone looking to get into aviation on 
the cheap”.
If anyone’s interested the fellow’s name 
is Jeff Livesly, he lives in  Chilliwack and 
can be reached at 604-799-3286.

The Turn and Bank is a Publication of Chapter 
85 of the Recreational Aircraft Association of 
Canada. We are located at Delta Heritage Air 
Park 4103 104 St, Delta, BC V4K 3N3.
Design and printing by George Gregory.
Any suggestions, pictures or newlsetter con-
tributions can be emailed to George Gregory 
at george@sidekickgraphics.com

News and Stuff

The Turbi has been operational until just recently when Mark 
ter Keurs discovered a faulty mag. Now we are looking for 
replacements for both mags and the aircraft will be off line for a 
couple of weeks.

The chapter will participate in the Boundary Bay Air Show 
on July 27 with an aircraft and our RAA booth.

Volunteers to man will be required. Hopefully the Turbi will 
be operational by then.

I will be stepping down as Region Director of RAAC for the 

Coastal area. We have a new applicant from our chapter who 
is most interested in taking on the job. A new applicant must 
be approved by RAAC at the Annual Meeting coming up in 
August.

We are continuing to look for a major project. With 2 poten-
tial projects in mind it is important to identify a team leader and 
a team ready to take on the task. Who would like to do this?

Charlie Longstaff, one of our oldest and most talented mem-
bers has moved to Manitoba. Charlie will be missed and we all 
wish him the best. Good luck Charlie!

continued on page 3

MARY WouLD HAVE LoVED to have joined the 400 members of 
her family and many  friends and admirers that came out to the Delta 
Heritage Airpark on June 2nd to celebrate Mary’s life and to reminisce 
about what a wonderful dynamic person she was.    Mary passed away 
on April 3, 2013 and between that date and the event, a core of her 
friends were meeting weekly to ensure that, “The Mary” received a 
truly memorable send off.   And, it was!   Tony, and Anne, Mary’s sister, 
and other members of her family were truly touched by the very large 
turnout of her friends on this sunny BC spring day.    The organizers 
had planned on about 300 attendees and provided catering for same.   
However, Gerald ohm & Ginny Ivanicki, being trained by “The Mary” 
had contingency plans for an overflow crowd, and had prepared 
gallons of Mary’s traditional hamburger soup.   No one went away 
hungry and Mary would have been proud.   

There was a memorial flypast that also included a “Missing Man” 
formation in Mary’s honour.    Barney Dunlevy, local pilot and retired 
air traffic controller, was the MC for the formal ceremonies and also 
for the open microphone session that followed lunch.   This event 
was funded by generous donations from Mary’s many friends and 
the organizing committee is now preparing for an enduring suitable 
memorial with the funds that were raised.    A Mary Swain Bursary, 
to support a young person learning to fly, is one of the options that is 
being considered.   It is not too late to donate and you can find more 
information by visiting the CoPA Flight 5, Boundary Bay Flying Club 

Trevor Skillen our DAPCOM chairman went to England to fly this airplane at the Boultbee Flight Academy. The aircraft was manufactured at Castle Bromwich in November of 1944. It soon found service in the SAAF in 1948. 

It is an HF IXE with a RR Merlin 70 engine. During restoration it was reconfigured as a two seat trainer TR9. Right, some pictures from the recent pig roast the Aerobatics people had at Delta the July 5 weekend. Yum!

Mary Swain’s Celebration of Life
by Tim Cole

Over 300 people attended Mary’s sendoff, including a sizable contingent from BCIT’s aviation department. Delta’s 

coffee shop has been dubbed “Mary’s Place” in memory of the person and her years of unselfish service to her 

aviating family.
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web site.   http://copa5.wordpress.
com

one of Mary’s passions was 
to introduce young Canadians to 
the joys of learning to fly.    She 
would have been so pleased to 
know that twenty-three young 
men and women, newly enrolled 
student pilots, in the BCIT Aviation 
Program, came out for the day to 
assist the volunteers.    They were 
rewarded not only with a salmon 
&  prawns BBQ that followed the 
event, but also several of them 
received a free flight, including 
Johnny Yang who took his first flight 

in a small airplane by winning the 
student’s draw for a flight in Trevor 
Skillen’s lovely yellow Stearman.    
What a way to be introduced to the 
joys of flight!     As I said earlier, 
Mary would have loved to have 
been there and I have been asked 
by Tony and his family to express 
their sincere thanks to all those who 
attended, donated, and volunteered 
to make this a truly memorable 
day for “The Mary”.   Mary Swain 
was not only a devoted wife, sister, 
aunt and special friend to many, but 
was also one of BC and Canada’s, 
prime ambassadors for the general 
aviation community . 

Two important events held during the May and June period 
included the Mary Swain Celebration of Life, June 2 and the 
Annual Delta Air Park Fly In held on June 29. Both events were a 
resounding success.

More than 300 people attended Mary Swain’s event, orga-
nized by the Boundary Bay Flying Club and the Delta Airpark 
Committee. The RAA contributed with help. Several organiza-
tions contributed money to fund the event. Chapter 85’s con-
tribution was one thousand dollars. Details can be read in the 
attached article by Tim Cole, our CoPA Regional Director.

our annual Fly In was held on June 29. The weather cooper-
ated just in time as the clouds cleared and the sun came out. We 
sold approximately 130 pancake breakfasts. A total of 38 pilots 
registered who arrived by aircraft. As with other years, the 
Antique Engine Club and the MG Car Club contributed with an 
interesting collection of equipment.

our chapter contributed yearly to a bursary for the BCIT 
Aviation program. This year we decided to increase our contri-
bution to $750.00. This amount will be reviewed yearly. 

We have had two workshops presentations concerning 
fabrication techniques. Peter Whittaker demonstrated wing rib 

formation at the May general meeting using a similar process for 
his Zenith 601 aircraft. At the June meeting, Peter Klein pre-
sented a method of multi surface object construction using foam 
blocks, e-glass and crazy glue. Both workshop presentations 
demonstrated practical methods for manufacturing these aircraft 
parts required in amateur aircraft construction.

John de Visser has embarked on a project to clarify our 
hangar policy. He feels the hangars are not kept in the condition 
which would reflect good maintenance practices. We think a well 
maintained hangar area is fundamental to good aircraft main-
tenance. John calls this “groundmanship” The RAA is a front 
line organization whose activities should represent the best in 
good all round procedures. A clean tidy hangar would illustrate 
this principle. The new “Addition to the Hangar Policy will be 
distributed when it becomes available.

We have 53 paid up members this year, down from about 70 
last year. We are unsure why the numbers are down. A reason-
able attempt has been made by the executive to offer an inter-
esting selection of activities which reflect our mandate. This 
strategy has not been totally successful.

Minutes of the General Meeting
Vancouver Chapter 85
General Meeting Tuesday 7 May 2013

Call to Order: At 1930 by President John.

Attendance: 23 persons attended the 
meeting. Executive members attending: 
Tom Boulanger, John de Visser, George 
Gregory, Cyril Henderson, Peter Klein, 
John Macready, Tedd McHenry, Tim 
Novak, Bruce Prior, Hugo Regier, and 
Peter Whittaker.

Visitor: Ralph Hunley - interested in 
building a replica of a WWI Fort Victoria 
PV8, or “Eastchurch Kitten.” See photo.

President’s Comments:
John advised that the meeting will start 
with an update on the Mary Swain Cel-
ebration of Life event, and then move to 
Peter Whittaker’s presentation and dem-
onstration of aluminum wing rib fabrica-
tion. Then, after a break, the meeting will 
reconvene to continue chapter business.

Mary Swain Celebration of Life:
Tom updated us on the planning for 
the Mary Swain Celebration of Life 
event, scheduled for Sunday 2 June. 
He explained how it got started, who is 
involved, where the funding is coming 
from, and what’s on the draft agenda. 
The planning assumes up to 300 people 
will attend, which will stretch all facili-
ties, particularly car parking. The event 
will take place outdoors at the Air Park 
with seating set up in large tents. John de 
Visser is leading the aircraft marshalling 
team, which now has a full contingent. 
Tim Baker is leading the car parking team, 
which needs a few more volunteers. There 
are about 18 members on the planning 
team and it will meet again on Wed 8 May 
at the RAA Clubhouse.
Many individuals have donated money to 
support the event, with some donations 
exceeding $100. CoPA and other flight 
organizations have pledged funding, 
and CoPA5-BBFC has indicated it will 
support the event up to $2000 if needed. 
The planning committee has about $4000 
already collected and the estimated total 
cost is about $6000. A memorial monu-
ment is being considered for approval and 
installation at a later time, which would 
be a cost above that required for the cel-

ebration. John explained that the RAA 
Executive has debated RAA’s contribu-
tion and the Exec has agreed that $1000 
should be provided now with more to be 
made available later if needed. He asked 
the membership for comments. There 
were no objections to the proposed RAA 
contribution.

Program: Peter started with a short slide 
presentation to explain how wing rib 
forming is done, so that we would better 
appreciate his demonstration. Then we 
proceeded to the workshop to watch 
Peter’s demonstration. All his rib form-
ing tools were laid out for viewing, and a 
sheet of aluminum was partially marked 
in readiness for cutting and forming. Peter 
proceeded with all the necessary steps of 
cutting, trimming, forming on the block 
molds and cutting the lightening holes. 

Following the demonstration, we took a 
short break, and then resumed the busi-
ness meeting.

Minutes: Motion (Henderson/Regier) 
that the Minutes of the 2 April 2013 Gen-
eral Meeting be adopted. Carried. Secre-
tary: Nothing to report.

Treasurer: BCIT has suggested that RAA 
increase its annual bursary by about 25%. 
We have previously agreed to set it at 
$750. Tom will advise BCIT that we will 
continue to provide a bursary of $750 
annually. RAA will contribute a $50 cash 
prize to the 99s Poker Run coming up on 
18 May. The proceeds of the Poker Run are 
used to support flight scholarships.

Membership: No report.

Hangar and Workshop: John deVisser has 
begun construction of a two-foot-wide 
gravel border around the base of the club-
house. This will keep grass cuttings from 
attaching themselves to the Clubhouse 
walls. 

Custodian: No report.

Vice-President: No report (instead, a mas-
tertful demonstration of wing rib fabrica-
tion).

Aircraft: We now have nine paid up 
Flying Members (to be known as Gentle-

men of the Air). The Flying Members 
program appears to be a success and is 
expected to keep the Turbi in the black 
this year. Check with Raymond Colley if 
you want to become a Flying Member.

DapCom: No report.

RAAC National: John Macready is step-
ping down at year end as BC Regional 
Director. RAAC will be looking for a new
Regional Director in an election later this 
year.

Newsletter: George has just completed 
another edition of Turn & Bank. It will be 
distributed by email to all members in a 
day or so.

Programs: Next month, Peter Klein will 
speak and demonstrate how to make 
three-dimensional objects in fibre glass. 
old Business: None discussed.

New Business: It was suggested that 
since we have abandoned the pursuit of 
ultralight gyrocopters, we might consider 
ultralight “trikes.” Trikes typically have 
an advanced rogallo wing, an engine 
driven prop, and landing gear. They are 
controlled by weight shifting similar to 
the original rogallo kites of the past. They 
are becoming popular in the uK with one 
model (the Pegasus) flying at 90 mph. 
Afew electric powered triles are now 
flying, too. Peter Klein will show some 
photos of them next month. In the mean-
time, check out http://www.trike.net.

Announcements:
o Next Delta Breakfast: 12 May.
o Air Park Clean-up Day 11 May.
o Vancouver-Victoria Air Space NavCan-
ada update, 1900, 30 May, at Vancouver 
ATC Centre in Surrey (behind CostCo).
o Celebration of Life for Mary Swain 1100, 
Sunday 2 June 2013.
o Next Executive Meeting: Tuesday 18 
June.

Next General Meeting: Tuesday 4 June 
2013.

Adjourn: Motion (Prior R/Gregory): that 
we adjorn. Carried. And we did, at 2120.
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Mary / continued from page 1 RAA Flying Members Group
This year we thought we would try 
something a bit different regarding the 
Turbi and those pilots that fly her.
We have asked all pilots to pay a yearly 
flying membership fee of $350 to be paid 
in April each year. This $350 “member-
ship fee/flying credit” forms a credit 
in the pilots flying account. This credit 
must be flown off in the year April to 
April. This also makes less work for the 
chairman who does the billing as he will 
only have to send out his first bill after 
the pilot has flown off the $350 initial 
credit. Less work makes for a happy 
aircraft chairman.
We have also developed a more hands 
on approach during check outs to ensure 
our pilots are well versed in airpark 
good neighbor policy and club policy.
We envisioned that if we could get 10 
pilots signed up for this policy we would 
make the Turbi much more financially 
stable. So far this year we have, I believe, 
8 paid up Flying Members (Gentlemen of 
the Air) and I am quite sure that we will 
have at least 10 before the seriously good 
weather hits.

Raymond Colley
Aircraft Chairman
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