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Free Project
Terry Elgood writes: “A acquaintance of 
mine, was building the same aircraft as I 
built (GREX), but failed to progress.  He 
now wants to be rid of it and is  offer-
ing it up for free. It has a almost com-
plete wood fuselage and one wing is 
spars with ribs on and some geodetics 
in place. Ribs for   the second wing have 
been built too.
“Since you are all men in the know on 
all things flying, I thought   you might 

know of someone looking to get into 
aviation on the cheap”.
If anyone’s interested the fellow’s name 
is Jeff Livesly, he lives in  Chilliwack and 
can be reached at 604-799-3286.

Roadable Aircraft Design Study
If anyone wants to discuss ideas on this, 
give George a call. I’m considering the 
construction of a flying RC model to 
validate design and systems. Imput is 
welcome. Email gregdesign@telus.net

The Turn and Bank is a Publication of Chap-
ter 85 of the Recreational Aircraft Asso-
ciation of Canada. We are located at Delta 
Heritage Air Park 4103 104 St, Delta, BC 
V4K 3N3.

Design and printing by George Gregory.
Any suggestions, pictures or newlsetter con-
tributions can be emailed to George Gregory 
at george@sidekickgraphics.com

News and Stuff

There was no monthly meeting in July. The Annual Fly In is our 
event of the month. The summer was mostly quiet as some people 
are away on holidays. The weather has been wonderful on the coast 
and suitable for some great flying. 

The Chapter Executive attended the Abbotsford Air Show on 
invitation. Several Members Including Peter Whittaker, David 
Marsden, John Macready and guests Al McDougal and Terry 
Johnston took the exhibit. See the photograph attached. The picture 
display boards were previously donated to us from RAAC Canada. 
We now have a tent and a picture display which is reasonably 
functional. Next exhibit will take place in September at Cammidge 
House in Delta. We will represent Chapter 85 at that event.

The August meeting time was scheduled as our summer 
barbeque. We had about 30 members in attendance and several 
spouses. Robin McNamara prepared the food. The Vice President, 
Peter Whittaker, did an excellent job with the barbequing. We 
requested that members bring their airplanes to give demonstra-
tion flights. Those people included Trevor Skillen (Stearman), 
Dave Marsden (Skylark) Bob LaLonde (Jodel) and John Stewart 
(Cessna 150). The demonstration rides turned out to be a popular 
idea. Other airplanes on display included a Cessna 140, an Aeronca 
Champ, and a Kitfox.

We are still in search of a chapter aircraft. The latest aircraft 
under consideration is a Piper Tri Pacer located on the field. We 
intend to purchase this as an interim aircraft for the use of members 
until we can acquire an amateur built aircraft of our choice. The Tri 
Pacer appears to be a functional and solid aircraft which has been 
well maintained by a local owner. Tom Boulanger is undertaking an 
online voting procedure to find out how many members would like 
the chapter to buy an airplane and the results should be available 
for the September executive meeting. Despite this members have 
been reminded that our principle objective is the acquisition of an 
amateur built aircraft and once we find a suitable one the intention 
is to sell the “Flying Aircraft “and purchase the amateur built. The 
chapter may look for a quick build kit as an alternative. A team and 
a leader are required to expedite this idea.

The workshop has been rented out consistently for members 
to work on their airplane projects. Dave Marsden has been in the 
workshop for 20 months with the condition that he can vacate the 

premises when someone else wants to use it. At the moment, a 
member is painting the wings for his homebuilt aircraft and two 
more members are considering doing the same. The workshop has 
been converted to a useful work station by our Hangar and Build-
ings Chairman, John de Visser. He has other work initiatives on the 
go. He has done a great job in keeping our facilities in good repair.

At the July Executive meeting, the executive did confirm that 
the Building Chair is the person to communicate with for all mat-
ters having to do with management of the workshop and rental of 
the hangars. Contact John de Visser if you have questions in this 
regard.

Over the Next 6 Months the Chapter will lead and participate 
in the negotiation of the Licence Agreement for Delta Heritage Air 
Park with Metro Vancouver Regional Parks. Chapter 85 has submit-
ted its request for renewal and has received a response from Metro. 
The negotiation will take place during the next 6 months. If all goes 
well, we should receive a renewal on July 31, 2015. 

Annual elections will be held on the first Tuesday of October. 
All members have been reminded that they should consider serving 
on the executive.

See you at the October meeting.

President’s Report
John J. Macready / July - August 2014

Top: A newly restored Mossie graced the 2014 Abbotsford Airshow. Above left, Membership chairman Dave Marsden shows off the Skylark to... well, prospective members. Above right, President John Macready, Vice Pre 

Peter Whittaker and Dave Marsden stand in front of the chapter tent. A great time was had by all - maintaining visibility to the general public is an important part of representing our sport. Well done!

One of Delta’s resident Emeraudes was recently moved. Here’s a few pictures before and after.



Recreational Aircraft Association 
Canada

Vancouver Chapter 85
General Meeting

Tuesday, September 2, 2014

Preliminary
Attendance:  Executive Committee mem-
bers attending: Heidi Bekker, Tom Bou-
langer, Cyril Henderson, John Macready, 
David Marsden, Hugo Regier, Peter Whit-
taker and Gerard Van Dijk.

Call to Order: At 20:32 by President John.

Minutes: Motion Rob Prior and Bob 
Lalonde motioned that the Minutes of the 
June 2014 General Meeting be adopted. 
Carried.

Visitors: Andrew Lau, Randy Kulferst, 
Philippe Souvestre, Nick Paczkowski and 
Steve Aldridge.

Communications: None

Tonight’s Program: Peter Whittaker pro-
vided a presentation on Jabiru engines, 
and walked us though a step by step 
process that he took in order to build his 
Zenith 601 aircraft. John thanked Peter for 
his presentation.

Financial Report: Tom Boulanger reported 
that we currently have $46,800 in the 
bank, we have received $27,900 in income 
and have $18,900 in expenses, giving a net 
total of $9000..

Old Business: 
Search for an interim airplane: We are 
introducing Ron Zeleschuck’s Piper 
Tri Pacer as a potential interim aircraft 
replacement for the Turbi. A viewing 
of the aircraft was scheduled at 1900. A 
survey regarding the purchase of this air-
craft on an interim basis was sent out to 
members by email and phone: We had 14 
replies on the survey to date – 10 agreed 
to the purchase, four did not. Six of the 10 
members plan to fly the aircraft. Four will 
not fly it.

The positive points on the aircraft are that 
it is easy to fly, and it is reliable and safe. 
The Tri Pacer is also for sale at the right 
price, $25000. The aircraft has been prop-
erly maintained, and has a 150hp engine. 
Also, the aircraft has a nosewheel which is 
easier for members to handle than a tail-
dragger. It was stressed again to the mem-
bers that this aircraft would be purchased 
on an interim basis only. Members should 
form a committee to locate an amateur 
built aircraft appropriate for the Chapter. 
Gerard is to fill in as an aircraft mainte-
nance chairman.

Tom estimates that we will need 15 flying 
members in order to justify the purchase 
financially, and it could end up being a 
dry rate for flying members, plus fuel. 
The aircraft burns 8.5 gallon per hour on 
average.
 
The following comments were made by 
members:

Eric Munzer stated the aircraft is 58 yrs 
old. It could have rust. He also mentioned 
he had concerns about the resale value.
Gary Peare commented that the aircraft 
has good radios, transponder and engine.
Rob Prior expressed concerns about the 
cost factor –money for the pacer is being 
taken from purchasing an amateur built. 
We might not have enough money to Pur-
chase an amateur built  if we find one.
Andrew Lau (visitor) suggested we could 
create a surcharge which goes to the pur-
chase of a second airplane.
Randy Kulferst stressed that we need to 
ensure we have insurance to protect the 
members - if someone sued the club. The 
chapter does carry one million dollars of 
Director and Officers Liability insurance.
New Business: 

Renewal of Delta Air Park Licence Agree-
ment:  John sent the letter into Metro Van-
couver Regional Parks to apply for our 
renewal of the license agreement.

General Elections: Elections will be held 
in October. Members are reminded to 

think about what role they would like to 
play in the executive committee. 

Committee Reports

Membership: Dave Marsden noted that 
we acquired a new member. This brings 
our total to 55 members

Hangar and Workshop: John de Visser did 
not attend the general meeting held on 
September 2, 2014. Randy, a new member, 
has a project in the workshop at present. 
Dave Marsden will be moving his project 
back to the shop when it is available.

Custodian: Since there is no clubhouse 
committee, everyone is responsible for 
maintaining the clubhouse, replenish-
ing items, changing the garbage, etc. The 
executive has published a list of respon-
sibilities for members. It will be posted 
when finished.

Programs:  October will be the elections. 

Announcements  

John reviewed the events that took place 
this year along with the upcoming events: 
We held an exhibit at the Abbotsford Air-
show and the Langley Fly In. We hosted 
our Annual Fly In, we held a BBQ in 
August, and on November 11th we will 
hold a Remembrance Day ceremony.

September 21st we have been asked 
to participate in the Cammidge House  
Event.  We are looking for volunteers to 
help set up for this event.

2nd Sunday of the month we host a pan-
cake breakfast – everyone is welcome to 
attend.

Heidi Bekker has announced it will be her 
last general meeting for the year of 2014.

Motion to adjourn:

Recreational Aircraft Association Canada
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RAA Clubhouse Member Responsibilities 

It’s the responsibility of all members to keep our clubhouse 
clean. Here are a set of guidelines for all members to follow.

Keep the clubhouse clean. All members are responsible for par-
ticipating in the maintenance of the Clubhouse.

Take the garbage to the large steel receptacle by the big barn. 
New garbage bags can be found under the counter.

Take recycling material to Mary’s Place.

The floor needs to be swept and vacuumed periodically. The 
vacuum cleaner and a broom are located in the furnace room.

Clean up your dishes and put them away after meals. 

Replace bathroom supplies when necessary. Replacement sup-
plies are stored in the library.

Empty the garbage containers from the bathroom when neces-
sary.

Wipe the tables after you eat.

Stack the tables and chairs where they belong after use.

Do your best to take care of our facilities.

Please and thanks from Chapter 85 Executive Committee

When I Was a young felloW, probably 22 
years old, I bought my first new car.  It 
was a Volkswagen Beetle.  Come to think 
of it, it’s the only car that was brand new 
I’ve ever owned!   All of my vehicles since 
then have been from the used car lots, and 
most were much more than a basic Bug.  
Owning a brand new car every year or two 
has just never been important.

I would never deny the next person 
his desire, his requirement for the car, the 
truck,  motorcycle, or whatever it is that 
turns his crankshaft.  For a time, owning 
an airplane really made sense to me.  And I 
have to admit to becoming rather attached 
to one or two, even to the point of giving 
one a name.  This particular plane had the 
registration letters CF-UFU.   The obvious 
affectionate name became “FOO-FOO”. 

Foo-Foo and I had some wonderful 
times together.  She was a Cessna 150, and 
taught me much about flying, more than 
any instructor ever did.  She responded 
well, forgave me when I asked too much of 
her, and in spite of all the hours I’d flown 
in bigger, faster more powerful airplanes, 
she became my favorite.  Her landings, 
even with some of my awkward inputs, 
were smooth and graceful.  On cross-
country trips, she loved to fly on her own, 
without me having to do anything more 
than nudge the trim wheel occasionally.  

She had no bad habits.
We became good friends, the airplane 

and I.  We knew what to expect from each 
other.  I’d put in the gas, sometimes even 
Mogas, but Foo Foo didn’t seem to mind.  
It all burned the same to her.  She didn’t 
use up the fresh oil that I gave her every 25 
hours.  Other pilots before me had helped 
to wear out some of the parts, but they 
were soon replaced over time at the annual 
inspection dates.  It was one aircraft that I 
came to trust on any flight.  I soon relaxed 
more and more instead of constantly being 
on the lookout for a place to land if the 
engine ever quit.  Foo Foo’s 0-200 was 
always strong and smooth.

The radios and intercom provided 
crisp, clear communication with ATC and 
any passengers that came for the ride.  All 
the instruments gave me the precise, accu-
rate information on their clear round faces.  
Everything worked together the way the 
manufacturer promised when she was 
new, so many years ago! 

Instructors can teach a pilot to fly, take 
off, land and control an airplane.  It’s the 
airplane that teaches how to enjoy it all.  
Foo Foo rewarded me with picture per-
fect, gentle touchdowns on our days in the 
circuit.  She seemed to communicate the 
commands of when to nudge the eleva-
tor, kick in some rudder, or add a touch 

of power at just the right moment.   Then 
with a barely audible squawk, the wheels 
kissed the pavement, and she was rolling.  
No bounce, no bumps, no shimmy.  We 
could float with a touch of power until just 
the right moment, the right spot on the 
runway where brakes were not required 
to make the final exit and taxi in to her 
hangar.   I often imagined the controllers 
in the tower pausing from their duties to 
admire the perfection of it all. 

I was privileged to join two other pilots 
in a successful partnership as owners of 
Foo Foo.  Fortunately for me, there were 
not many conflicts in booking time to fly 
her.  Extended trips of a week or more 
were often possible for each of the owners, 
and we all enjoyed being treated well by 
an airplane, an inanimate piece of machin-
ery that bored it’s way into our minds and 
hearts to become a good friend.  When time 
came to move on, I sold my share, and said 
goodbye to the airplane.  Other flying was 
in the works, and there were times that it 
became more of a job than I would have 
liked.  These days, I often think of the little 
Cessna 150 as another personal airplane.  
It’s not terribly exciting, not an exotic flyer, 
not fast.  But the connection between man 
and machine is a reality.  Some day, I can 
see myself attached to another Foo Foo.  3

Foo-Foo and Me
What memories are made of / by Barry Meek


