Summer 2016
Left: the Show and Shine at the September meeting was a great success. A
number of aircraft were in attendence: seen here are Jim Stunden’s Osprey II and
Erich Munzer’s recently restored Dornier.
Below, a group of Beavers visited the Air Park and the club Zenith project for
a little inspiration. Bottom, the Cruzer’s wings are getting close to pre-cover
inspection.

President’s Report
Peter Whittaker / September 2016
Several events and activities have taken place since
the spring with continued work on the Zenith 750
Cruzer project, the Annual Delta Airpark Fly-In was
held, a Microsoft flight simulator was installed and
the summer wrapped up the Chapter 85 Show & Shine
fly-in on September 6th . These activities have been
sustained with an active and enthusiastic membership
which currently stands at 55.
The 750 Cruzer project has advanced to the point of
being ready for pre-cover inspection and that is being
arranged for later in September, possibly early October.
All of the main structures are assembled and riveted
on one side leaving one side with clecoes for inspection
(Fig.1). Work is progressing on the main landing gear
and the nose gear strut has been installed along with
the bungee. Various new and used instrument options
are being discussed and the main focus is now on the
engine. A used Continental O-200 was purchased in
the early spring with some known damage to the ring
gear teeth. Further examination as the engine has
been pulled apart has shown deeper and more extensive damage from the broken metal, consequently the
engine will either become an overhaul project or will
provide a core for a re-build.
The Annual Delta Heritage Airpark Fly-In was held
on the last Saturday of June with excellent weather
which was a likely contributor to a record turnout. The
number of people is not known precisely, however a
record 150 pancake breakfasts were served to visitors
and volunteers. A total of 55 aircraft flew in, compared

Above, the Cruzer fuselage is really looking like an airplane. Below, member Peter Murphy has set up a simulater
with pretty awesome peripherals to help members have a realistic (and affordable) experience getting comfortable with navigating the increasingly complex airspace around Boundary Bay and YVR.
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Monthly Membership Meeting – Annual Show
& Shine BBQ 6:00 pm
Tuesday, September 6th , 2016
September Monthly Meeting – Welcome Back
After the Summer:
 Show & Shine Call to Order – 6:00 pm; The

to 7 last year when conditions were barely flyable. The Chapter 85
workshop was opened up and the 750 Cruzer project was on display for fly-in visitors. During the summer a group of ten Beavers
from Scouts Canada paid a visit to the Cruzer project and were
introduced to aircraft and a look at aircraft building (Fig.2).
During August, a donated Microsoft flight simulator system
with 3 monitors and flight controls (rudder pedals and control yolk)
was installed in the Chapter 85 Round House. This is intended for
use by members to help maintain currency and build proficiency.
The summer wrapped up with many people returning from
vacations and the September general meeting was held as the
Annual Show & Shine BBQ / Fly-In. Thirty people participated
with members flying in from Langley and Pitt Meadows. Eric
Munzer flew his newly restored Donier Do 27, Jim Stunden came
in his Osprey (Fig.3) and Peter Whittaker arrived in his Zenith 601.
Events over the last several months have involved a tremendous effort from many dedicated members everyone involved
deserves a major vote of thanks from the general membership and
also from myself as President. None of this would be possible
without an involved membership.

BBQ will start at 6pm and people can arrive
any time after 5:30pm. The earlier start is to
allow anyone who flies in to depart before dark
 August 2nd 2016 meeting minutes – This
meeting was a hangar visit at Pitt Meadows
(CYPK) to view the Spitfire restoration project
being carried out by Steve, Bill and Carol Foley
(see meeting notes below in lieu of minutes)
 New members: Welcome & Introduction
August Meeting Minutes: Off-Site Special
Meeting
 The meeting was hosted by Steve, Bill and
Carol Foley at their hangar at Pitt Meadows
(CYPK). They gave an overview of the 80%

scale Spitfire restoration project and have the
project on display. Terry Wilshire and Bob
Cutting were original builders of this aircraft
and Terry was a driving force behind the establishment of Delta Airpark and Chapter 85. A
few notes on the project are below courtesy of
Sebastien Seykora:
“Steve’s aircraft is an 80% scale replica of a
Supermarine Spitfire Mk V. The aircraft was
based in Delta airpark for many years but was
damaged in a forced landing after an engine
failure after takeoff. It is being rebuilt with
many improvements and will be a much closer
copy of a real spitfire. Steve also sells plans and

parts for the aircraft and says about 30 other
people are building similar airframes.”
 Elections will take place at the October 4th
Annual General Meeting – start thinking
about nominations for executive positions and
directors
Committee Reports: Defer to October 4th
meeting
 Financial Report: Tom Boulanger (Chapter 85
and 750 Cruzer project)
 Membership: David Marsden
 Hangar and Workshop: John de Visser (storage shed beside the Round House – update;
lawn mower)
 Aircraft Chairman: Perry Delano; engine
acquisition and propeller
 Custodian: Hugo Regier
 Vice President: Heidi Bekker
 DAPCOM News: John Macready
 Newsletter: George Gregory
 Programs: Sebastien Seykora – future
speakers

Announcements;
Sunday , October 9th - 2016 : RAA Chapter
85 hosts the Pancake Breakfast – Call for
Volunteers
Supplies Purchaser (Saturday or earlier)
Bruce Prior
Batter Mixer & Tables (Saturday pm)
John Macready
Open Up and Start Coffee
Gerard van Dyjk
Tea and Coffee Runner / Helper
Perry Delano
Cashier and Ticket Issuer
Peter Whittaker
Wait Staff
John de Visser, Jose Font
Pancake Flipper
Eric Munzer
Eggs & Back Bacon / Ham
Bruce Prior
Cleanup
All

Note: The above roles are all interchangeable
and new volunteers are most welcome!
Volunteers meet at 8am, have breakfast and get
ready for doors to open at 9am, the breakfast
concludes at 11am followed by clean up.
Open Workshop : Zenith 750 Cruzer
ProjectEggs and Ham Heidi Bekker
CleanUp All
The table above sets out the Base Team to
ensure we are always set up to go. All RAA
members are encouraged to take on one of the
above positions at least once a year.
Next Delta Breakfast: Sunday 8 May 2016.
Next RAA Executive Meeting: Tues, 17 May 2016.
Next DapCom Meeting: Thurs 26 May 2016.
Next RAA General Meeting: Tues., 7 June 2016.
Next Delta Breakfast hosted by RAA: Saturday 2
July 2016 (at the Fly-In).
Adjourn: Motion (Seykora/Macready ): that we
adjourn. Carried. And we did, at 2051.

The Pre-Cover
Inspection of the
Chapter 85 Zenith
750 Cruzer Project
Peter Whittaker
The Chapter 85 Zenith 750 Cruzer progressed to the pre-cover inspection stage
of the building project by late summer
2016. Work on all of the major airframe
components progressed at a slower pace
during the summer with many of the
builders being away on vacation at different times and members taking advantage
of the summer weather to do some of
their own flying.
The summer season concluded with
the Annual Show and Shine which constituted the September general membership
meeting for Chapter 85 (Fig.1). Work
on the 750 Cruzer during the summer
focussed on getting the airframe components to a point where they would
pass inspection. This included checking
the building plans and revisions to the
plans to make sure any updates had been
implemented, checking that all mating
surfaces had been primed with zinc chromate and checking that rivets were properly set. Work also continued on parts
beyond those needed for the inspection
with assemblies such as rudder pedals

Pre-cover inspection and interior examination of the rear fuselage with access via the bottom fuselage access panel. Perry Delano in the foreground
is keeping watch to make sure the fuselage stays put!

and toe brakes, center console and landing gear and wheel assemblies.
MDRA was contacted with a request
for pre-cover inspection in May together
with the fee. The MDRA inspector
(Jim Asprey) was assigned at that time
and we were instructed to contact the
inspector when ready. This was done in
mid-August and an inspection date of
September 14th during the evening was
established. The inspection began at 7 pm
and lasted 2 hours. The workshop was
organized such that all of the components

were available on benchtops for examination with clecoes removed. The fuselage
was sitting on a bench and the rear fuselage was raised to allow access to the
inside through the main inspection hatch
in the fuselage bottom (Fig.2). Examples
of the plans, photo building guides and
the building log book were made available to Jim for his review.
The MDRA inspector (Jim Asprey)
went through all of the components in
detail with a flashlight and mirror and
notes were recorded periodically during

the process (Fig.3). Perry Delano, the
building project Chairman and I assisted
with the inspection. This involved
moving components around, pulling clecoes out and re-installing them
after the part was inspected, in other
words doing anything that the inspector
requested. The inspection process went
very smoothly and it was a good opportunity to hear comments from Jim about
the design and structure of the aircraft.
This gave both Perry and I confidence
in the robust design and structure of the
airframe that Zenith have provided in the
750 Cruzer.
The final assessment came in the
write-up of the much anticipated “Snag
Sheet”! The items for attention included a
number of missing rivets, some rivets that
were improperly set (Fig.4) and removal
of some remaining clecoes from the left
outboard wing spar and replacement with
A5 rivets since these would not be visible
after the wing skin is riveted on. All of
the snags were rectified on the Saturday
(September 17th) following the inspection
and a follow-up meeting on September
20th with Jim approved the snag fixes
and the inspection report was issued that
gave MDRA clearance to proceed with
closing all components and clearance to
final inspection. This is a testament to
the great work done by the building team
since the project started on October 10th,
2015.

Don’t forget to renew your memberships
for 2017! Membership is $40 or $55 if
you are not a national RAA member.
Executive Elecctions: Don’t forget the
chapter executive will be elected in
the October meeting. Be there to help
choose who will guide our chapter in
2017!
Volunteer for chapter activities: we
can always use people to help with
upcoming chapter events like the Pancake breakfast, and of course the chapter fly-in in late June. If you want to
help out, contact any member of the
executive. Their contact numbers are

Notes on snags were recorded periodically during the inspection by Jim and fortunately, this list was short.

The pre-cover inspection process
went as smoothly as it did because of a
dedicated building team who have taken
this project on in a serious and focussed
manner. There have been instances where
questions about the plans have been sent
to Zenith for clarification, where rivets
have been drilled out that went in prematurely and then replaced later and where
different sources of information from
other builder web-sites have been used to
get a good understanding of the sequence
of building steps. All of this attention to

News and Stuff
on the club website.
Want to be part of the action? Positions
on the build team are open to all members, but spots are filling up fast! Let
any member of the executive know if
you are interested. The project is really
coming along. We encourage the participation of young people as well - if you
know any budding builder/aviators,
bring them with you!
Members may notice that the fence and
vines have been removed from around

detail contributed to an almost seamless
inspection. With up to 12 different builders involved at various times, it is remarkable to see the consistency in the building
quality by members and in the parts from
Zenith.

the clubhouse. Members are reminded
that cars should not be driven on the
lawn adjacent to the clubhouse especially in the winter but also all year
round. Tire tracks will make large
groves in the lawn making it uneven
for walking.
The Turn and Bank is a Publication of
Chapter 85 of the Recreational Aircraft
Association of Canada. We are located
at Delta Heritage Air Park 4103 104 St,
Delta, BC V4K 3N3.
Newsletter design by George Gregory.
Any suggestions, pictures or newlsetter
contributions can be emailed to George
Gregory at george@sidekickgraphics.com

