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The Pober Pixie built by members back in the 1970’ has turned up in NW Washington.

President’s Report
Peter Whittaker [ July 2018

The annual awards banquet was held on
April 7th at the Delta Town & Country Inn.
One of the key events was recognition of
the Zenith 750 Cruzer building team and
members who have participated in the
project over the last 2 % years. Builders
have come and gone over that time and
a core group of about 8 have diligently
kept the project moving ahead. In total,
16 members have been involved over the
last 2 % years. The guest speaker for the
banquet was Darryl Murphy of Murphy
Aircraft from Chilliwack, BC. Darryl gave
a good overview of the homebuilt indus-

try over the last 30 years and noted that
many kit companies have come and gone
over that time and only a few that have
had a consistent presence over that time.
Darryl mentioned the key designers and
manufacturers of kit aircraft include; RV,
Zenair, Sonex and Murphy. His view was
that each of these companies was able to
offer new and evolving kit designs rather
than being single product producers. It
is likely that this will be the last Award’s
Banquet to be held at the Town & Country.
The Chapter was notified that the property
has been sold for development of a Casino.

Chapter 85 held its pancake breakfast
on April 8th with marginal weather con-
ditions and a turnout of about 40 people.
One highlight was information from a

member who had just returned from a visit
to a small airport in NW Washington and
noticed a Pober Pixie. Upon discussion
with the owner, it turned out that this was
a Pober Pixie built by Chapter 84 members
in the 1970’s and subsequently sold (Fig.1).
It was great to see that this aircraft is still
active and in flying condition.

The annual Delta Heritage Airpark
Fly-In was scheduled for the last Saturday
in June (June 30th) and for the first time
in recent history it had to be cancelled
Environment Canada
did not cooperate and sent in a low pres-

due to weather.

sure system and trough with rain and low
ceilings plus a high of only 17C for the
appointed day.

Cleanup day at DHAP was held 2



Figure 2: The cleanup crew, June 2018. The cleanup day was very successful and the grounds look great. The timing is excellent with the Metro

Parks Management meeting that followed. Thanks to everyone for your help and especially to John Macready for coordinating the day.

weeks prior to June 30th and this proved
to be a day of excellent weather. The skies
were clear, winds were light and tempera-
tures climbed to a high of 30C. Volunteers
for the airpark cleanup trimmed under-
brush at the approach threshold to runway
25, repainted marker cones for the taxi-

way, painted fence boards, weeded flower
beds and cut grass in the tie down areas
and runway. Lunch was served in Mary’s
Place and in total, 35 volunteers came out
and pitched in (Figure 2).

Under normal circumstances, the Fly-In
incorporates the “July” pancake break-

Figure 3: the seats have been installed. Notice the nifty Zenith
embroidery!

Figure 4: Application of “RTV” red high temperature silicone sealant

(rated to 650 °F) has been done for all feedthrough grommets in the
firewall and along the firewall to forward fuselage skin inside joints
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Minutes - Monthly Membership Meeting
7:30pm
Tuesday, May 1 2018

- Minutes from the April 3 meeting for
approval or edits

- moved to accept: Paul Trudel

- Seconded: Jim Stunden

New members:

welcome and introductions

- Steve Little: 250Hr, currently training for
Multi/IFR

- Paul Trudel: Prolific homebuilder with 2
Koots, a GP4 and more

- Rob Workman: Back from 2 years overseas,
looking for an airplane to get back into flying

Guest Speaker or Event:

- Jim Stunden has a video on tail dragger
operations. AOPA’s Barry

Shiff starred in a delightful video about how
to fly a taildragger. Joe Sircelj will give a talk
and demonstration on electronic ignition.

Agenda

- Financial Report: Chapter 85 finances —
Tom Boulanger reported on the current
balance in bank with year-end projections.

- Chapter Donations: 99’s: $50

- BCIT Scholarship in aircraft maintenance
program: $250

Correspondence:

- Gord Rose from Nanaimo contacted
Chapter 85 (PJW) with an interest in the
Cruzer 750 project. Gord and Andreas vis-
ited the workshop on Saturday April 21 to
view the project. Gord was making a final
decision about purchasing a Cruzer 750 kit,
it sounds like he will move ahead.

Prep Air information for those taking the
course at Pitt Meadows — 200 attendees

Committee Reports:

Vice President: Alex Mackay

- Update on the Annual Awards Banquet
2018 for 2017

38 Guests, fun event but lost money. Great
talk by invited speaker, Darryl Murphy

- Plans for a visit to Murphy Aircraft in
Chilliwack — SaturdayMay19th

- 15 Members expressed interest in this tour
- We shall proceed!

Secretary: Tim Novak (away — Turks and
Caicos Islands)

Membership: Perry Delano

- Current membership 43 members

- 28 persons who were members last year
have not signed up for this year yet.

Aircraft Chairman & 750 Cruzer Update:
Eric Klassen

- Worked every Saturday last month, back 4
windows on, vinyl panel cover is on,

- stick is in place, Tim Saxton provided floor
carpets from Boeing Aircraft

- COPA is being approached for insurance
on the Cruzer project, initially as build-
only coverage

- A COPA article, courtesy of Peter Murphy,
is was appended to agenda on insurance
that renters should carry

Hangar and Workshop: John de Visser - No
new issues, still waiting on DAPCOM for
permission to proceed on roof work.

Custodian: Hugo Regier All OK

DAPCOM News: John Macready
- There are now new members on Committee
from Delta tenants and stakeholders. There
is a focus on the 2018/19 project list includ-
ing purchase of new grass cutter, Hangar
maintenance Preparing two documents:
-Emergency response
-Hangar policy

Fuel pump #1 gave problems last week

now both pumps are working. Cyril will
let tenants know about fuel supply. There
is a new backup pump. There have been a
couple of tampering incidents:

- One with someone sitting on an aircraft
wing and another with possible deliberate
fuel contamination with water

- Meeting on June 20th with Metro Vancouver
7pm in Roundhouse

Newsletter: George Gregory (not present)
- Latest Turn and Bank is available - it will
soon be circulated to members

Programs: Jim Stunden

- Furture programs on:

- Peter Sleeman on doing annuals

- Joe Sircelj on motorcycle engines in aircraft
(Ducati)

- Langley Open house on June24th

Announcements:

- The Annual DAP Fly-In will be on Saturday,
June 30 which is also the July 1long weekend
- This will incorporate a pancake breakfast
by RAA and constitutes the July pancake
breakfast

- An airpark cleanup day will be held 2
weeks prior to the fly-in, Saturday June 16
and a rain date will be the next Saturday,
June 23 - we will need as many volunteers as
possible for the cleanup

- Joe Sircelj gave an incredible talk includ-
ing demonstrations on the advantages and
disadvantages of installing electronic fuel
injection in airplanes

Motion to Adjourn - By: Tom Boulanger

Seconded: John Macready Time: 9:15
Minutes recorded by Alex Mackay

Contributions to
the Turn and Bank
are welcome!

Feel free to
send in articles
of interest to
chapter members

- technical, flying

experiences,
news, etc.
This is your
newsletter!
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fast and this was also cancelled, but was
rescheduled to the usual second Sunday in
July. This day brought good weather and
about 50 breakfasts were served. A few
people flew in and included arrivals in a
Beech Staggerwing and a Harvard.

The first of the 2018 biannual Metro
Parks Management Committee meeting
was held at Chapter 85 on June 20th. This
meeting introduced a substantial change
to Delta Airpark with the re-zoning of
Metro Parks district boundaries. Up until
now, Delta Heritage Airpark (DHAP) has
been in the parks Central Zone and now
DHAP will be part of the Western Zone.
This means a change in Parks Manager to
whom DHAP ultimately reports to. The
meeting was a good opportunity to meet
with the Manager for the Western Zone and
the indications were that Metro Parks sup-
port the Airpark activities and program.
The 10 year budget forecast for airpark
maintenance and operation was approved
as prepared by the Delta Airpark Operat-
ing Committee (DAPCOM) and presented
by John Macready, DAPCOM Chairman.

The Zenair 750 Cruzer building project
is in the final stages. The interior has been
finished and the seats have been installed
(Figure 3), the control stick grips and radio
push to talk button have been finished and
tested.

Final work around the engine and fire-
wall forward is being completed. Appli-
cation of “RTV” red high temperature
silicone sealant (rated to 650 °F) has been
done for all feedthrough grommets in the

firewall and along the firewall to forward
fuselage skin inside joints (Figure 4). A
leak in the engine fuel primer had devel-
oped and this is being repaired. No other
leaks were noted in the fuel system during
the initial leak test. Once the primer leak
is repaired, the engine can be started. The
one item of concern for now, is the propel-
ler tip clearance to ground which is 5 %
inches. Larger wheels and tires are being
considered and a 1 % to 2 inch shim at the
nosewheel fork to strut attachment has

given added tip clearance at 8 inches. The
propeller is a Whirlwind ground adjust-
able 72 inch model and the wheels are
5.00-5 wheels and rims.

The finishing details for the Cruzer are
the ones that seem to take substantial time,
but it is a case of every builder wants to
get this right after all of the time and effort
expended so far.

Volunteer for chapter activities: we
can always use people to help with
upcoming chapter events like the Pan-
cake breakfast. If you want to help out,
contact any member of the executive.
Their contact numbers are on the club
website.

Want to be part of the action? Let any
member of the executive know if you
are interested. The project is really
coming along. We encourage the par-
ticipation of young people as well - if
you know any budding builder/avia-
tors, bring them with you!

The Abbotsford Air Show will be

News mﬂ/f%

August 10, 11, and 12 this year. Fea-
tured will be the Snowbirds, the US
Navy Blue Angels, a number of WW2
warbirds, and Aerbatic displays by Rob
Holland, Gary Rower, Bick Roetman
and Dan Buchanan as well as the Sky-
Hawks Parachute Demostration Team.

The Turn and Bank is a Publication of
Chapter 85 of the Recreational Aircraft
Association of Canada. We are located
at Delta Heritage Air Park 4103 104 St,
Delta, BC V4K 3N3. Newsletter design by

George Gregory.

Any suggestions, pictures or newlsetter
contributions can be emailed to George
Gregory at george@sidekickgraphics.com.




