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By Bill Bird

The poor weather conditions of the first three months of 
2022 seems like a continuation of the weather of the last 
part of 2021. The result being that this is a fairly short report 
as the situation has resulted in less use of the RAA Cruzer 
than was hoped for. 

January began with a number of rain free days. Unfor-
tunately, DHAP was often blanketed in fog preventing any 
flying. The remainder of the time until the end of March 
was a constant series of rainy and overcast day. When VFR 
weather did happen, the Cruzer was taken out for short 
flights by members wanted to stay current or have some 
transition training. But Chapter members who own aircraft 
often used those limited weather opportunities to concen-
trate on flying their personal airplanes.  

However, the period is ending with the positive news 
that the province is beginning to remove the restrictions on 
gatherings which were in place to combat COVID-19 in-
fection rates. Hopefully, if periods of good weather return, 
this will have the effect of make it easier to schedule transi-
tion training for those additional Chapter members who are 
wishing to fly the Cruzer as well as allow more frequent use 
by those of us who are already trained.

Maintenance wise, in January, Marcus finished re-en-
forcing the Cruzer fuselage area below the rudder pedal 
mounting area to reduce the fuselage floor deflection which 
was occurring when the brakes were being pushed. There 
has been some improvement in the radio static issue but 
further exploration is required to fully trace the cause of the 
problem. As April arrives, planning is beginning for the an-
nual inspection which needs to be completed by mid May. 
With gatherings now being allowed, we may be able to re-
turn to the pre COVID procedure of a number of the Chap-
ter members working together in the maintenance hangar to 
complete the inspection work over a weekend or two.



Recreational Aircraft Association of Canada, 
Chapter 85

Monthly Membership Meeting 7:30 pm
Tuesday, February 1st, 2022

Monthly Membership Meeting:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6845419367
Meeting ID: 684 541 9367
Or phone  778 907 2071 and use pass code 684 
541 9367

Called to order 7:37PM
New members and visitors: Welcome and 
introductions
Chris Foster

Introduced to the club by a coworker
Flies Cessna 172 out of Pitt Meadows

Anderson Ko
Introduced to the club by Sebastien and Kesar
Commercial pilot, working toward flight 
instructor rating at Sea Land Air Flight Centre

PROGRAM
Procedures for aircraft cold weather starting 
and operation - Sebastien Seykora
Introduced by Bill Bird
Discussed cold weather engine start procedures 
and flight operations
Eric Munzer will build an engine preheater for 
the Cruzer based on his own

Business Meeting
Minutes of last meeting on February 4, 2022
Motion to Approve:  Eric Munzer
Seconded:  Ran Sariel
Carried

RAA 85 club hats
Prior versions were very popular
Discussion on whether we should make more 
club hats to give to guest speakers and to sell to 
members?
Will discuss further next month and vote on it

Committee Reports:
Treasurer: .................................. Sebastien Seykora
Presented financial spreadsheet

Vice President:  ............................... Peter Sleeman
Nothing to report

Membership:  .........................................Ran Sariel
38 members paid
11 National members
6 flying members

Aircraft Chief Pilot: ................ Sebastien Seykora
Cruzer is now flying

Aircraft Manager: .......................Harald Schiedel
Not present, Sebastien presented report
Horizontal tail plastic tip damaged while the 
plane was being pushed back into the hangar
Non-structural damage, okay to fly
Brakes worked on
Radio coax refitted by Gary Peare, radio seems 
to be working well

Hangar / Workshop:  .................... John de Visser  
Not present, No report
Custodian:  ......................................... Clif Dawson 
Looked okay today
Front door of clubhouse is very difficult to 
open, will be investigated

DAPCOM News:  .............................Dave Hallier
Good DAPCOM meeting last week

Newsletter:  ..................................George Gregory
Not present. Turn & Bank newsletter should be 
out within a week

Programs:  ...............William Bird/ Kesar Nizzar 
Plan in place for March

Announcements:
2022 Annual Awards Banquet: March or April, 
venue and speaker to be announced later
Jerry Vernon hesitant to be guest speaker due to 
Covid Omicron variant
2022 Annual Fly-Inn: tentatively the last Satur-
day of June or first Saturday in July
RAA Chapter 85 Pancake Breakfasts: Second 
Sunday of April, October
2022 Show and Shine September 6th 

Motion to Adjourn -   By: Ran Sariel, Seconded: 
John Macready, 9:31PM

Recreational Aircraft Association of Canada, 
Chapter 85

Monthly Membership Meeting 7:30 pm
Tuesday, March 1st, 2022

Monthly Membership Meeting:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6845419367
Meeting ID: 684 541 9367
Or phone  778 907 2071 and use pass code 684 
541 9367

Called to Order:  7:34PM 
New members and visitors: Welcome and 

introductions
Abhsihek Bawiskar

Flew model aircraft with his Dad
Currently working on his PPL
Interested in kit plans

Carl Hintz 
Retired Air Canada pilot, Boeing 787
RAA 85 member Eric Leaver told him of the 
club
Originally thought about building a boat, but 
now curious about building a plane

PROGRAM
Glider Operations at YPK and YXX with focus 
on Tow Planes by  Captain Jason White, Cadet 
Flying Site Operations Officer for Abbotsford 
and Pitt Meadows
Currently in charge of the lower mainland Air 
Cadet Glider Ops
Current tow planes are six modified Cessna 
182’s

Business Meeting
Minutes of last meeting on February 1, 2022

Motion to Accept Minutes -   By: Eric Munzer 
Seconded: Bill Bird

2022 Membership Dues:
Membership 	 Yearly 	 Yearly￼
type	 National	 Non-national
Individual	 $45	 $60
Family	 $60	 $90
Associate	 $20	 n/a

Membership fees can be sent by e-transfer to 
our Membership Chair, Ran Sariel (ran.sariel@
gmail.com)

National members belong to the Recreational 
Aircraft Association of Canada (https://www.
raa.ca/) 
1 year $59.99,  3 years 161.96 (a 10% discount), 
Life 676.55, 1 year family 74.68
Mail dues to : 

The Recreational Aircraft Association Canada
22 - 4881 Fountain St North, Breslau On. N0B 

1M0
Phone 519-648-3030  
Or call toll free to renew by phone: 1-800-387-
1028 or email:raa@raa.ca
Questions for the Members: 

Would you buy a RAA Cap? (~ $25-$30)
Zoom poll:  62 percent YES

When should we start having Monthly Meet-
ings inside the Roundhouse?



Under current conditions those attending in 
person must be fully vaccinated and wear 
masks
Zoom poll:  69 percent YES

Committee Reports:
Treasurer: .................................. Sebastien Seykora
Discussion on the credit union’s Class B mem-
bership shares
Discussed current RAA 85 finances
The Cruzer needs to be flown more in order for 
it to pay for itself

Vice President:  ............................... Peter Sleeman
Nothing to report
2022 Annual Banquet decision is abeyance
Membership:  .........................................Ran Sariel
38 current members
11 RAA National members
6 members with flying privs

Aircraft Manager: .......................Harald Schiedel
Four hours flown on the Cruzer 2022 to date
Engine preheater built my Eric Munzer 
installed, instruction on use are provided

Aircraft Chief Pilot: ................ Sebastien Seykora
1500 watt engine preheater in use
Provided brief usage instructions
Cruzer pilots advised to use the winch to pull 
the plane into the hangar
Members who wish to have a ride in the Cruzer 
should ask for it to be arranged

Hangar / Workshop:  .................... John de Visser  
Not present, No report
Custodian:  ......................................... Clif Dawson 
Front door is still sticky, will work on it
DAPCOM News:  .............................Dave Hallier
Presented report, some discussion

Newsletter:  ..................................George Gregory
Not present
Last edition of Turn & Bank for 2021 now out

Programs:  ...............William Bird/ Kesar Nizzar 
Presenters lined up, looking good for the rest 
of the year

Announcements:
2022 Annual Awards Banquet: March or April, 
venue and speaker to be announced later
2022 Annual Fly-In: tentatively the last Satur-
day of June or first Saturday in July
RAA Chapter 85 Pancake Breakfasts: Second 
Sunday of April, October
2022 Show and Shine: September 6th 

Motion to Adjourn -   By: Dale Hunt, Seconded: 
Peter Sleeman, 9:43PM.

During August on a couple of occasions 
I noted a slight shudder in the engine.  Both 
occurrences were following power reduc-
tions.  A passenger would not have noticed 
the slight change in the engine, but I did.  It 
reminded me of what had happened to a 
friend, Terry Jantzi, in his RV6 a few years 
ago, when he had a stuck valve.  In his case 
the valve stuck fully open for awhile and 
was alarming. In my case it was just a subtle 
hint and at that point I really did not know 
what it could be. Many things came to mind 
- a drop of water in the fuel, ignition issues, 
etc.

Last winter I installed an Advanced 
Flight Systems 3500 complete with engine 
monitor. This system records engine data so 
I downloaded the data to a card and checked 
it out on my computer using X-cell.  I looked 
at the last 12 hours of test data, over 8500 
entries, and immediately noted that the #6 
EGT was always lower than the other cyl-
inders before the first flight of the day.  This 
clearly pointed to “morning sickness” which 
is indicative of a stuck valve.  However in 
my case the engine still ran well because the 
valve was not completely stuck open.

I now knew which cylinder to check, so 
my mechanic and I went to work.  Off came 

the cowlings and the tappet cover on #6.  
Both spark plugs were removed and the pis-
ton was positioned to the down side of the 
stroke.  A long 3/8” diameter rope about 8 
feet long was shoved into the cylinder, leav-
ing a bit hanging out. The prop was then 
rotated, pushing the piston up against the 
rope. This kept the valves from opening and 
reduced the tension on the valve springs. 
The pin that the tappets rotates on was sim-
ply pushed away from the intake valve, 
allowing that tappet to be removed.   My 
mechanic had a tool that allowed the last 
bit of tension in the springs to be removed 
and the “valve keepers” were removed. This 
allowed the springs to be taken away from 
the valve.    The prop was turned, the rope 
removed and that allowed the valve to be 
pushed into the cylinder where it dropped 
to the bottom. My mechanic had a tool that 
he mounted into his drill that was inserted 
into the guide and cleaned away some 
“dark” areas on the guide.  The tool is not 
really a reamer, just some wires mounted 
around a spindle.  The object was not to re-
move metal, just to clean the byproducts of 
combustion from the working surface of the 
guide.

The stem of the valve was pulled/
pushed out the bottom spark plug hole and 
the dark areas were cleaned using solvent 
and a scotch brite pad.  The valve was then 
pushed back in the cylinder, and using a 
curved wire inserted into the top plug hole 
the valve was carefully raised and directed 
into the guide. Gently nudging the valve 

forward with the piston helped to move the 
valve into place.  The rope was now pushed 
into the cylinder and the whole process was 
reversed.  From start to finish the whole job 
took less than an hour and a half, including 
the removal of cowlings.  

Canadian High 
About ten years ago, when I was a stu-

dent pilot in Gimli, Manitoba I went on a 
school arranged tour of the Winnipeg tower 
facility. I got talking with one of the control-
lers who related this story to me: 

Apparently the controllers were getting 
really annoyed with the Air Canada pilots 
who regularly flew into Winnipeg. It would 
seem that the source of the irritation was the 
tone of voice that these guys were using. 
They would come on the frequency with the 
deepest voices you could imagine, saying 
things like ‘This is Air Canada 345 heavy by 
the Whiskey for runway 18’. 

One of the controllers finally had had 
enough of this sort of affectation and de-
cided to get even one day. He went out and 
bought a bunch of helium filled balloons… 
Sure enough, the first Air Canada flight to 
arrive in the airspace checked in with the big 
deep pilot voice. The controller took a huge 
honk of the helium and cleared the flight to 
land in a voice akin to donald duck wearing 
very tight shorts! 

No one seemed sure how the pilots re-
acted, but it gave the controllers one heck of 
a high!

The Old Rope 
Trick
Tom Martin



Many of us may remember our good 
old days in flight training doing the circuits 
and bumps.  Our logbooks contain reams 
of entries attesting to exercises 16,17 and 18.  
For many of us our memory of doing hours 
of circuits is off in the fuzzy distant past.  
When we flew with our instructor, we had 
a built-in error detection and correction 
mechanism.  My instructors found that I 
managed to make many strange deviations 
much to their astonishment.  Like many of 
our fellow pilots, I survived my training 
and continued to fly. However, as we move 
away from the constant vigilance of our 
instructors, we may forget or unlearn our 
habits developed from hours flying the cir-
cuit. In this article, I would like to assist my 
fellow pilots with remembering how to fly 
a circuit and to provide some pointers on 
what not to do and some work-around. 
The circuit itself is a simple rectangle with 
one of the longer legs centred over and 
aligned with the runway in use.  Each cor-
ner of the rectangle is defined as a turn in 
heading of 90 degrees to the left.  Each leg 
has its own name excepting the leg cen-
tred over the runway that has two names.  
Starting from the point of liftoff, the first 
leg is named the “Take-off,” the second 
is named the “Cross-wind,” the third leg 
is named “Downwind,” the fourth leg is 
termed the “Base” and the final leg return-
ing us to the starting point is named, aptly, 
“Final approach.”  Historically, the circuit 
evolved through trail and error to suit the 
needs for a safe and efficient flow of air-
craft.  It behooves us to keep to this proven 
technique.  

Take-off Leg
The Take-off leg is a simple strait-ahead 
climb to a safe turning altitude of 500 feet.  
Typical problems that occur with pilots 
are drift correction, heading control and 
airspeed control.  Each of these issues is 
interdependent.  First, if a pilot maintains a 
higher than normal attitude when climbing, 
it is more difficult to maintain heading and 
correct for drift.  Pilots who have not flown 
for some time will find that yaw control is 
the sloppiest.  High nose attitude coupled 
with the prop effect causes a yaw and 
roll to the left.   Without visual cues from 
ahead, drift can only be gauged by looking 
out the side of the aircraft.  Operating at the 
best angle of climb may appear spectacu-
lar in some aircraft, but it produces high 
prop effect and yaw rates, not to mention 
reduced engine cooling.  By keeping visual 
contact with the ground ahead, a pilot can 
maintain heading control and correct for 
drift.  Two ways come to mind to assist you 
with controlling yaw; choose a point on the 
horizon and maintain its position on the 
nose and periodically monitor your turn 
and bank. Keep the use of obstacle clear-
ance take-off technique to a reasonable alti-
tude such as 100 feet and climb normally 
there after.  

Cross-wind Leg
After executing a turn of 90 degrees to the 
left, we continue our climb to 1000 feet on 
the Cross-wind.  On this leg, we encounter 
increasing drift and the illusions created 
thereby.  With the wind now blowing at 

90 degrees to our plane, the effect of drift 
is more pronounced.  Our slow ground 
speed during the Take-off leg is replaced 
by the increasing ground speed as we 
move from flying into the wind to directly 
across it.  Pilots unprepared for this illu-
sion could interpret the increase in ground 
speed and an increase in airspeed that 
could lead to a turning departure stall.  
Coping with this illusion is simple -- main-
tain the attitude of the aircraft’s nose rela-
tive to the horizon and monitor the ball 
for slip or skid. Remember the formula we 
have been taught in ground school: atti-
tude plus power equal performance.  

Downwind Leg
After a reaching 1000 feet above the 
ground and turning again 90 degrees 
to the left, we enter the Downwind leg.  
Strait and level cruising characterizes the 
Downwind leg.  Ideally, the downwind 

should be the most relaxing portion of the 
circuit.  However, many pilots are inun-
dated with the tasks to complete.  Such 
tasks are establishing cruise flight, cor-
recting for drift, being vigilant for other 
aircraft, issuing the radio call and the 
downwind checks.  Many problems start 
simply because the pilot spends too long in 
establishing the cruise condition and conse-
quently rushing or failing to complete the 
other tasks.  There is only one cure for this 
problem and that is practice,  practice and 
practice - Attitude, Power, Trim.  I person-
ally use a budget plan with the first quarter 
of the downwind to achieving cruise condi-
tion, the second quarter to fine drift correc-
tion and the downwind radio call, with the 
third quarter left for the down wind checks.   
The final quarter is restricted to establish-
ing where to initiate the turn onto the Base 
leg.  Normally we turn onto Base when the 
runway threshold is at 45 degrees relative 
to the aircraft.  The simple rule is the run-
way is halfway between the wing and the 
tail.  The decision to turn must be predi-
cated on the conditions.  Specifically, wind, 
traffic and your airplane’s glide perfor-
mance will overrule the 45-degree guide-
line.  Priority will be given to traffic, glide 
performance of your aircraft and wind.

Base Leg
Having completed our 90-degree left turn, 
we establish ourselves on the Base leg. Our 
specific tasks on base are to establish the 
glide, correct for drift and determine the 
location on which to turn onto final.   
Establishing the glide has two meanings. 

Fly The Circuit
Chris Basham



The first is borrowed from the forced 
approach exercise.  When you reduce 
power to begin the descent, you have to 
get things down PAT.  PAT is the often 
taught rule for establishing the descent 
-- Power, Attitude and Trim. Many pilots 
will reduce power and allow the nose to 
descend resulting in a high-speed glide 
causing problems with their ability to con-
trol the aircraft’s speed.  Like the forced 
approach you should maintain the altitude 
while you slow down to the approach 
speed.  Then place the nose into the glide 
attitude and trim.  I cannot over empha-
size trim.  Some pilots seem to totally 
ignore the use of trim.  Flying the circuit 
with these pilots is like watching the 
WWF as the unfortunate soul wrestles the 
aircraft right onto the ground.  Normally, 
you should establish the best glide speed 
on Base.  The second aspect of establishing 
the glide is the first estimate of the touch-
down point.  We have all been taught that 
the location we can glide to is a fixed point 
on the windscreen.  Essentially, this point 
allows us to create a zone defined by the 
angle of the fixed point below the hori-
zon.  By mentally extending this point to 
it intersects the extended runway line, we 
can determine if we are high or low.  Small 
power adjustments during base can elimi-
nate large power adjustments on Final.
Similar to the Cross-wind leg, Base 
experiences the highest drift rates.  
Compensation is easily achieved by plan-
ning to turn 3 to 5 degrees more as you 
turn from Down-wind onto Base.  Only 
minor adjustments are necessary after 
completing the turn.
Turns onto final require more accurate 
judgement.  You can use solve the problem 

by choice of turn-point and bank angle.  
The ideal choice would be to lead the 
extended centre line of the runway such 
that when you roll out of a gentle glid-
ing turn (no more than 15 degrees) you 
are on that centre line.  Monitor closely 
how fast you are closing on the centre 
line to determine when you should turn.  
Overshooting is preferable to over bank-
ing.  As you are aware, you are already at 
a low airspeed and any attempt to speed 
up the turn rate will result in a decrease in 
stall margin.

Final Approach
Final approach is the precursor to a suc-
cessful landing.  Control of glide path and 
drift is essential to that success. Use crab 
for drift correction will identify the direc-
tion and strength of the crosswind.  Keep 
in mind that the wind direction will actu-
ally shift clockwise and decreases as you 
approach and land (great for left-hand 
crosswind approaches). The aircraft’s speed 
must be reduced to the final approach 
numbers for your aircraft and control must 
be tightened up.  Again effective use of 
trim is useful to simplify the approach.   
Judge the approach based on visual cues, 
i.e., the fixed point on the windscreen.  This 
fixed point should at best be between the 
threshold and no more than 1/4 the way 
down the runway.  A detailed analysis of 
approaches will be published in following 
articles.

Issues for Higher Performance Aircraft
Of late I have been admiring the perfor-
mance of the some of homebuilt aircraft.  
One thing that I have noticed is that the 
pilots flying these aircraft use the increased 

performance of these aircraft in the circuit.  
I suggest that the pilots of these aircraft 
use discretion when operating in the cir-
cuit.  The pilots of the higher performance 
aircraft please remember what it was like 
during your student days when a power-
ful aircraft was following.  Suggestions I 
would have for these pilots are:
* Climb to 500 feet with full power then 
reduced power thereafter.
* Climb to circuit height before turning 
crosswind.
* Cruise at approximately 100 MPH to 
mesh with the training traffic.

Contributions to the 
Turn and Bank are 

welcome!

Feel free to send in 
articles of interest 

to chapter members 
- technical, flying 

experiences, news, 
etc.

This is your 
newsletter!

Very nervous passengers 
and two special pilots

Airplane passengers watch nervously as two 
men wearing pilots’ uniforms and dark glass-
es use canes to feel their way into the cockpit. 
The plane starts barreling down the runway, 
and the passengers begin to get scared as the 
water at the end of the airstrip nears. With 
only a few yards left, everyone screams, but 
the plane lifts off just in time. The passengers 
think it was all a joke, while in the cockpit, the 
pilots high-five.“You know,” says one pilot to 
the other, “one day they’re gonna scream too 
late, and we’re all gonna die.”

Ode To A Taildragger (Author Unknown)
Taildragger, I hate your guts.

I have the license, ratings and such.
But to make you go straight 

is driving me nuts
With hours of teaching 

and the controls in my clutch.
It takes a little rudder, 
easy that’s too much.

You see, I learned to fly in a tricycle gear
With one up front and two in the rear.

She was sleek and clean 
and easy to steer,

But this miserable thing 
with tires and struts
Takes a little rudder, 
easy that’s too much.

It demands your attention 
on the take-off roll

Or it heads toward Jones’s 
as you pour on the coal.

Gotta hang loose, don’t over control.
This wicked little plane 

is just too much.
With a lot of zig-zagging 

and words so obscene
I think I’ve mastered 

this slippery machine.
It’s not that bad if you have the touch.

Just a little rudder, 
easy, that’s too much.

I relax for a second 
and from the corner of my eye,

I suddenly realize with a gasp and a cry
That’s my own tail that’s going by. 

You ground looking wreck;
I hate your guts; give a little rudder, 

Great Scott, THAT’S TOO MUCH.



A Request to Contributors:
When submitting material for the Turn and Bank, 
please don’t add formatting (tabs, bullets, little 
symbol thingies). These little gems need to be 
manually removed before putting them into the 
Turn and Bank, adding mega extra work to the 
job. Just hit the return button at the end of each 
paragraph, and that’s it. Anything more confuses 
my software and needs to be taken out.  
Also, make pictures submitted as big as possible. 
This give me more design options. Thanks!

A new training video for the Zenith 750 Cruzer 
has been posted to the RAA Chapter YouTube 
channel. This video shows an in-cockpit view of 
Sebastien demonstrating and commenting on 
procedures from pre-engine start through to a 
completed takeoff from Delta Air Park. It includes 
check list use, using the Dynon Skyview engine 

monitor to perform the mag checks during run 
up, and how the aircraft performs at takeoff. The 
procedures may be useful review for anyone 
flying the Cruzer or for anyone simply interested 
in seeing the aircraft in operation. There are also 
three additional short videos which are extracts 
from the original longer video. These shorter videos 
are to allow focus on those particular portions of 
the demonstration for those wishing to review just 
those procedures. To view, see these links: 
RAA Zenith Cruzer procedures from pre-start 
through to takeoff as demonstrated by Sebastien:   
https://youtu.be/dp18mvGfBs4
Shorter videos extracted from the longer video:

-Demonstration of Cruzer procedures from 
pre-start to taxi:    https://youtu.be/FkxgTc-X_eo
Run up including the Skyview engine monitor 
being used for the mag check:   

https://youtu.be/qtCnBBsA1ZI
Cruzer take off demo: 
https://youtu.be/8p2jOve6PIA

Volunteer for chapter activities: we can always 
use people to help with upcoming chapter events 
like the Pancake breakfast (Covid notwithstanding). 
If you want to help out, contact any member of the 
executive. Their contact numbers are on the club 
website.

The Turn and Bank is a Publication of Chapter 
85 of the Recreational Aircraft Association of 
Canada. We are located at Delta Heritage Air 
Park 4103 104 St, Delta, BC V4K 3N3. 
Any suggestions, pictures or newlsetter 
contributions can be emailed to George 
Gregory at gregdesign@telus.net.

News and Stuff

RAA Chapter 85 Report #1 for 2022

This is our third calendar year of managing 
with Covid. If all goes well, this will be the 
last quarter where we have been kept out of 
the Roundhouse due to the pandemic. Flying 
– wise, 2022 hasn’t been noteworthy yet due 
to largely inclement weather and a few minor 
issues with the Cruzer but we have had three 
excellent General Meetings.

January’s meeting was special! Two long 
time members, Bruce Prior and John Macready 
educated us about 1) the history of DHAP and 
2) DAPCOM. 

Our history is humbling- at one time Chap-
ter 85 had well over 100 members and CAK3 
was a very busy airport for recreational air-
planes. How many knew that in the past the 
main runway at CAK3 had a much larger 
North/South component and consequently was 
more aligned with the prevailing wind direc-
tions?  If you are interested in learning more, I 
can recommend that you peruse previous Turn 
& Bank issues on RAA85.ca (https://raa85.ca/
news-updates/). Bruce Prior has been a Delta 
pilot (Fleet Canuck, Cessna 190 and Cessna 
150) since the early 70’s; he was around for 
most of the action at CAK3. 

John Macready was the DAPCOM Chair 

for the past 6 years and was the RAA Presi-
dent before then; hence, he knows best how the 
Delta Heritage Air Park operates. DAPCOM is 
responsible for maintaining the Air Park; this 
involves keeping buildings, taxiways and run-
way in shape as well as keeping the services 
like fuel sales operating efficiently. 

For information on Bruce’s and John’s pre-
sentations, look for the red binders attached 
to the walls in the Roundhouse and in Mary’s 
Place. Both Bruce and John have stressed that 
we are a volunteer group. All our members 
are encouraged to participate in workgroups, 
committees and activities like Clean-up days 
, Pancake Breakfasts and Fly-in’s. Those who 
volunteer get the most value for their Chapter 
membership. 

In February Sebastien Seykora hosted a 
presentation on cold weather flying. We have 
a wealth of experienced pilots in our Chapter 
which was evident from the learned contribu-
tions to the discussion. It is not good to try to 
start a really cold engine. To cap it off, Eric 
Munster pledged to assemble a specially de-
signed preheater for the Cruzer which he deliv-
ered soon afterwards - Thanks, Eric!

Our March program was presented by Cap-
tain Jason White who is in charge of Air Cadet 
operations at Abbotsford and Pitt Meadows. 

Jason told us about the job of the glider tug pi-
lot; Air Cadet tugs are heavily modified Cessna 
182’s operated on a busy schedule of line up, 
attach tow rope to glider, take off, climb to a 
designated altitude and location, let glider re-
lease, land, repeat, 35-40 times a day. Impres-
sive! At least one of our members is an Air Ca-
det glider tug pilot.

We anticipate that our meetings for the rest 
of the year will be hybrid meetings, i.e. in per-
son in the roundhouse and via Zoom. These are 
interesting times. Let’s hope that the Covid-19 
age is on its way out!

President’s Report /Alex Mackay	


